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The committee:-

Chairman
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Secretary
Barbara Rose,
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Dick Tolley, 


Strut Calendar
John Bean

Social and surface events organiser

Colin Hughes,

Aerial events organiser

John Siertsema,

PR, Safety Officer, PFA NC rep’, newsletter & web moderator
John Broad.

If you have any comments or requests, don’t hesitate to speak to one of us at any of the meetings. Any items for the newsletters or web site will also be appreciated.

My e mail address is johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 

Meeting Location

The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month at the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill, Oxford. The next meeting will be on the 12th December 2007 at 1930 hours.

Report on the October meeting
You book your flight with Easy Jet, arrive at the airport, clear through the check in halls and sit waiting to board your Airbus 319. Meanwhile James Hallam the pilot of your machine for this flight is already on board and checking everything is ready for the forthcoming flight. Little of this concerns the passengers as most look upon the modern airliner as a means to get from one location to the next with no thought for how it all happens! Our speaker this evening gave us all some graphic opportunities to understand more about the marvel that the Airbus 319 is. James had a cunning piece of software loaded into his laptop to show how the Airbus operates during a flight and how the computers come to a decision between themselves as to the best operating parameters to put the controls in to fly the aircraft safely. In fact James showed us that trying to force the aircraft into some unusual attitude is not possible. James was supported, or should that be hindered, in most of his talk by Matthew Pettit as he flies Airbus 300's for BA.
James started his aviation career with the Air Training Corps and went solo in a glider at Weston-Super-Mare. He joined the Army as an Aircraft Technician and spent his time on helicopters and considered that anyone could fly a Gazelle / Lynx. During his time in the Army he rose to the rank of Sergeant finishing his time as the captain of a Gazelle On leaving the Army a nice Fournier RF4 motor glider took his fancy over at Cambridge, which he bought and operated for 7 years learning formation flying during the time. After the Army Air Corps he drove trucks for a year and then got a job flying the CRJ, an aircraft built in Canada with a glass cockpit.
After this he flew the Boeing 757 for DHL out of East Midlands; these were ex BA aircraft with a strengthened cargo floor to take around 16 containers per aircraft and they flew in all weather including to Scandinavia. After 3 years of this he had enough of night flying and got the job with Easyjet. The usual day would be 4 sectors to places like Glasgow and Alicante but having to arrive 1 hour before the passengers meant some very early starts around 04:00! With just a 25 minute turnaround everyone has to know what they are doing. The aircraft is operated in a paperless form as far as possible apart from the load sheet and navigates using a combination of GPS and inertial systems with all the normal routes already loaded into the database. They usually have 156 passengers with 1 crew member for every 50 passengers. He is based at Bristol, which can have some unpleasant weather but once clear of the area the views across the Severn Estuary are wonderful.
After the Fournier, James rebuilt a Janus motor glider from the wreck he found it in. When he spotted a Silence Twister though he knew he had to have one.
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The name "Silence" was because it was originally planned to have an electric motor. The aircraft is cleared for +6 and -4G and James has done over 500 hours on his aircraft G-TWST. He showed some video of the aircraft smoothly flowing around the sky and we could see why he loves the aircraft.
With a total of around 8,000 hours in everything from gliders, motor gliders, home builds, helicopters and commercial, James is a very accomplished pilot and gave us all an insight into his aviation life in a very entertaining talk.
Vintage Aircraft Type Clubs meeting
For some time now it has been recognised that the vintage aircraft owners and operators have looked after themselves but the times have changed with Europe setting the future. On October 28th at Oxford Airport a meeting was held to debate how the disparate groups can work as one. After presentations on the way EASA operates and the workings of the new European Federation of Light, Experimental & Vintage Aircraft (EFLEVA), a long debate ensued as to the way forward.
The outcome is that the PFA / LAA already have many vintage & classic aircraft under their jurisdiction and only need a Vintage & Classic section to promote and look after their interests; this will be my job.
Of the other aircraft many are on C of A and others are on a CAA permit; these should be looked after by the Historic Aircraft Association (HAA) and a big recruitment drive will start to ensure the owners know that their interests are being looked after. The connection between the two groups is the Vintage Aircraft Club as the VAC is both a founding member of the PFA and also sits on the HAA Council.
Even the historic jet aircraft will be looked after as the Classic Jet Operators Association (CJOA) also sits on the HAA Council.
Both the VAC through the PFA / LAA and the HAA has representation on EFLEVA to feed the UK Vintage & Classic aircraft points and comments through to the European Vice President for Vintage Aircraft in EFLEVA, Nigel Stevens.
Remember that the definition for Vintage & Classic aircraft cannot stand still and the VAC uses 25 years for a Classic and 40 years for a Vintage. This means that the important training aircraft like the Cessna 150 /152 are now Classic.
The future is looking good for all those lovely old machines.
MODE S presentation 17th November
If you haven't noticed in Popular Flying that there is to be a presentation of the second consultation stage for Mode S being given by the CAA at Turweston Aerodrome on Saturday November 17th starting at 10:00.
This will be your chance to hear their arguments and to put your questions; if you don't attend then don't try arguing after the imposition of the devices!! Contact Penny Sharpe tomorrow to make sure you have your name added to the list ofattendees.
Squawk Mode C
According to the CAA and NATS, around 11 potential airspace infringements have been avoided and 7 potential infringements resolved where the aircraft were squawking the code requested when they first made contact with London information and that they had selected mode C.
CAA VFR Charts Website
If you wish to keep your charts up to date you don't have to buy a new map, although it is a good idea to do so when they are published. In between times you can get updates by logging onto the CAA VFR charts website -www.caa.co.uk/charts . There is also an automatic system under www.caa.co.uk/rss
Student Callsign
The AAIB have identified that student pilots, whether new or re-qualifying, can be intimidated by some Air Traffic Controllers. Students can now identify themselves by adding the word "Student" before the aircraft callsign when they first call up an ATC. Further details can be found in Air Traffic Services Information Notice (ATSIN) 112 and on AIC 83/2007 (Pink 123).
LAA Oxford AGM - 9thJanuarv 2008
This will be your opportunity to say how you wish your branch of the LAA to operate. Nothing stands still and the change to the LAA is an opportunity for the branch to revitalise itself with your help. Pete Smoothy has informed the committee that he will not be standing for re-election to the Chairman's job so here is an opportunity for someone else to take the chair for 2008.

Vintage Aircraft Club AGM & Social
Members can attend the AGM but everyone can come along to the social on November 23rd at the Littlebury Hotel, Bicester. It should be a fun evening with music provided by VAC members John Stainer and Arthur Mason plus Mike Higham with the band in a Box.
Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.oxfordpfa.co.uk and moderated by myself. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply me with articles and photographs as soon as possible to johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 

PFA / LAA Website
The PFA will change to the LAA on January 1st 2008 and the new LAA website is planned to be live from 31st December 2007. If you are unhappy about the current PFA website and have some good ideas on how it can be improved as the LAA (www.LAA.uk.com), please contact Graham Newby at PFA HQ Turweston as soon as possible!
Historic Aircraft Symposium
An event for enthusiasts with presentations from Anders Saether on the Scandinavian Historic Flight, Cliff Spink, Raymond Oostergo from the Aviodrome museum in Holland and Or Robert Plemming on operating the Vulcan to the Sky project. The event will be held at the new Cold War Museum at Cosford on November 18th. Tickets are available at £17:50 from the HAA - the price include a buffet lunch.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA's!)
18th November - HAA Symposium, Cosford
23rd November - VAC AGM & Social, Littlebury Hotel
24th 25th November - SPLASH - Sport & Leisure Aviation SHow, NEC, Birmingham
12th December - PFA Oxford Group meeting; Quiz - Barbara Rose & Tom Wenham
