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Chairman – Pete Smoothy

Secretary – Barbara Rose; Treasurer – David Brookes; Aerial Events – Pete Smoothy by text
Evening Events – John Bean; Social Events – Colin Hughes; 

Safety Officer, NC Rep, Newsletter & web moderator – John Broad

Regular Meetings

19:30 hrs on 2nd Wed of each Month at Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill Oxford
Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.laaoxford.co.uk and moderated by myself. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply me with articles and photographs as soon as possible to john.broad85@talktalk.net 
April Meeting Report – Matthew Pettit

How I survived until now!

Matt was announced by Rob Stobo as “a licensed engineer, commercial pilot and flyer extraordinaire  ...”; but was cut short by Matt telling him to sit down! 

Matt started by saying that “some of you may have seen in the programme that I’m going to talk about vintage aeroplanes, well, I’m not”! What he did present though was the story of how he got into flying and survived. As with many pilots, Matt built model aeroplanes; but was then given a trial flying lesson for his 16th birthday. Flying a Cessna 152 he spent much of the time being sick but it also caught his interest. After obtaining his GCE ‘A’ levels he went to de Havilland’s old engineering college, renamed as Hatfield University, to take an Aeronautical Engineering Degree. Whilst there he noticed light aircraft flying overhead from Panshanger airfield and decided to go there to learn how to fly. He started on the Piper Tomahawk and then the Piper Cherokee G-BCGI, in which he did his first solo.
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Matt’s instructor was an old Britannia captain who just got out of the aircraft one day and told Matt to go and enjoy his first solo and don’t bend it. Matt took off, left the circuit, flew over his house, and flew around for 1 hour 25 minutes; it should have been one circuit! The radio call was interesting: “Golf India do you have a problem? No, I’m enjoying myself. You’re only supposed to go round once, bring it back!” Having obtained his PPL he knew he had to impress girls; after all, that is the reason for being a Pilot, isn’t it? There was a general chorus from the audience of “it didn’t work for me!” There he was, as he put it, “usual thing, overweight, uphill, wet grass, 2 girls, me and clipped the hedge at the far end of the airfield!” He didn’t do any damage to the aircraft but he said “I’ve never been so scared in my life!” (Up to then anyway; as you will read later). He did a bit of ferrying aircraft around. Whilst flying the aircraft shown below to Stapleford he had his first engine failure, right over the M25 when a magneto packed up.

Matt’s understated comment was that “this was a little interesting experience!”

Whilst at University he spent a lot of time at Panshanger. Having completed his radio licence he was working the radio when D & D called up asking for the length of the runway and what was the fire cover as a Hawker Hurricane was was on its way in and would be there in 3 minutes! The aircraft appeared over the hedge pouring black smoke behind it. The pilot was Cliff Spink and over the coming weeks a number of engineers came to find the problem with the aircraft. Mark Hannah arrived to take the aircraft away and Matt took the opportunity to ask him for a job. Working at Duxford for a while he then joined the Breitling Fighters for three and a half years. With trips all over Europe working on various jets the job was fantastic. He worked with a real engineering character called Mark Smith; he worked with the Crunchie Flying Circus at Rendcombe and they all had great fun at the air-shows. Matt misquoted the saying about drinking and flying, raising a laugh: “no cigarettes within 24 hrs and no alcohol within 8 feet of the aircraft!”
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He admitted to making some mistakes with his biggest claim being to flood a hanger with Jet A1 and in the process writing off every tyre on every aircraft to the cost of around £15k worth of damage. Whilst working on a jet he failed to turn the page in the manual with a further 15 items to be done and so about 2,000 litres of fuel siphoned out overnight.

Matt flew with the Breitling Fighters all over Europe until the air-show arrival in Spain that killed Mark Hannah. Over the next eighteen months another 6 of Matt’s friends died making him think about his future. He reckoned he was still young and stupid though and really wanted to fly one of these big warbirds. He then obtained his Display Authorisation (DA) in a Yak 50, flying a box four formation. One day a fly weight came off the propeller and in the process of pulling hard away from the formation he took the tail wheel off another aircraft. Pulling out of the dive he realised it was not his time to go but that was enough display flying. He thought he would become an airline pilot as that was boring. Matt did his training as an ‘integrated student’ at Oxford Airport. Here he met Jim deSalis, an excellent guy, and Jim’s Piper Cub. Matt was sent to the USA for training and he recounted a story about the difference between the charts of the two countries. In one of the first classes the American instructor asked how many present were pilots. He then showed them a US map and explained that the green areas were fields and the blue areas were water and the yellow areas were towns, is that clear? Someone threw a UK half mill map from the back and said that’s what we navigate with. He said “oh my God”, not helped by him having it upside down! Training in Florida made navigation easy as flying north the blue is on the right and green on the left and vice versa going south with the names of every airfield written on the roof of the buildings. Matt managed to get lost! Back at Oxford he continued his training on twins and in IMC. As a form of relaxation he managed to convince Jim to allow him to work on his Cub to repair the damage caused when the aircraft was left out overnight, and had turned over. Matt flew this machine and now owns it and is in the process or rebuilding it completely.

With no jobs available the opportunity came to fly a couple of Zlin 242s back from the Czech Republic with an instructor. Matts story of that flight with landings in a 45 knot crosswind at Frankfurt Hahn and no fuel in a thunderstorm! The radio call from the tower to do whatever you need to be safe prompted a landing on a taxiway. The Met’ man at Charlouis near Brussels who just kept saying it was alright and to go, caused those fatal words of “let’s give it a go” to be spoken. You just know that it isn’t going to work out well. Finding themselves formation flying at 350 feet over the English Channel in cloud was not good, especially when one aircraft crossed in front of the other without either seeing the other aircraft; as Matt said, “not my day to die”. Dropping out of the cloud at about 100 feet meant London Info’ couldn’t receive their calls and they had to use a Kingair above to relay. Suddenly the lead aircraft pulled hard across him and he followed – just in time to see the ‘P &’ of a ‘P & O’ ferry go down the right hand side! What did he learn? Don’t do that again, it’s dangerous! Then the offer of £10k to fly a Cessna across the Atlantic came up! 

Everyone who does this type of flight has to have a briefing. The SAS man delivering the lecture tells them that they lose a couple of pilots a year, they just vanish! He shows them an immersion suit and asks if they are going to wear it? Obviously the answer is yes. The SAS man says really! You will sweat a lot, have to drink a lot and it will allow you to swim for about a minute and a half before drowning. If you don’t wear it you will last about 30 seconds before drowning! Matt chose halfway by wearing the lower bit and used the rest as a back rest. With fuel tanks all over and around 900 pounds overweight you have to do a course from Cessna to prove you are capable of flying the aircraft.

There he was flying a brand new aircraft at 8,500 feet and reading a Terry Pratchet novel, having done the calculation for the point of no return with Iceland as the next landing. Ernest Gann’s book, ‘Fete is the Hunter’ mentions aircraft engines going to automatic rough over water. Suddenly the engine gives a cough but carries on! Back to the book but now scared when it coughs again! By putting a china graph mark on the oil temperature and pressure gauges they can be quickly monitored plus cruise climb to get as much height. The oil temperature went up and the pressure down plus a trail of oil appeared by the door; “oh s—t, I’ve got a problem!” A mayday call was relayed by a Virgin aircraft above; Matt bought that man a crate of champagne afterwards! With a helicopter scrambled from Iceland and having reached 13,000 ft he tried everything to get the engine to keep going, making 16,000 ft. He made contact with the rescue helicopter and the engine seized! Luckily, Matt put the Cessna down onto some gravel banks. The helicopter was there already. When he called Air Ferries International at Biggin Hill, he told them that he’d arrived in Iceland but the aircraft isn’t with him!

Looking for a “safe” job he joined Ryanair – for six weeks! The terms and conditions stated that they could change them without any prior notice. There was a get out clause and Matt took it! Then he joined Brymon Airways flying Dash 8s and Twin Otters round the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. This, he reckoned, was the best job ever with landings on beaches, etc. The company got amalgamated into British City Express, BACE, flying RJ100s They made Matt a training Captain, much to his surprise. He then got transferred to main BA operations flying the Airbus 319, 320 & 321. He reckons it is not really flying as the computer flies the aircraft within the limits set by the designers. 

For fun Matt has an Isaacs Fury; a 5/8th scale replica of a Hawker Fury to go with his camouflaged Piper Cub.

A brilliant talk keeping us all enthralled by his escapades and we thank Matt for sharing his experiences with his fellow members.

Things in the Air?!
LAA Insurance for 3 & 4 seat aircraft: You may have read about this issue elsewhere but may not have realised that when Young Aviator events were run in the past that those flying youngsters in 3 or 4 seat aircraft were not included in the LAA insurance. If an incident had occurred, the pilots would have been on their own to fight any litigation brought against them. At the board meeting on Friday 7th May however it was agreed that this cover is essential for the events planned this year and therefore will be put in place.

Litigation and how to avoid it: With Britain moving towards a more litigious society, the LAA must take measures to protect the membership from potential cases. In the coming months there will be a tightening of the relationship between the LAA HQ and the Branches (Struts). There will be requirements for the branches to carry out documentary risk assessments for their activities and to lodge copies with the LAA HQ well before the time of the event. There will be more rigorous checks on both pilots and members, especially when dealing with ‘vulnerable’ people. Discussions are also taking place to determine the relationship of ‘affiliates’ and ‘associate; memberships. More as this evolves.
Infringements: THE subject of the day / year; it is essential that the number of infringements of Controlled Air Space is brought to as near zero as possible! Always plan on an up to date chart, always check the Notams, always plan to fly well clear of controlled air space, and that means both horizontally and vertically.

Anneka Siertsema
It is with deep regret that I have to report the passing of Anneka Siertsema, wife of our recently departed friend and branch member John. Anneka had been ill for some time and passed away on the 6th April. Our condolences go to the family.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!) 2010
30th May – Classic Homebuilt Aircraft Fly-in, Leicester
30th May – Visit ATC day, contact Rob Stobo if you wish to go (01993 891226)

9th June – LAA Oxford Branch meeting

12th June – Branch family day, Hinton starting at 15:30

19th June – LAA Shuttleworth Party in the Park, Old Warden

26th & 27th June – Aero-Expo, Wycombe Air Park

3rd & 4th July – VAC Camping Weekend, Sandown, IoW (To be confirmed)

14th July – LAA Oxford Branch BBQ; names and £10 to Barbara Rose ASAP! (01865 351376)
11th August – LAA Oxford Branch meeting
14th August – LAA Oxford Branch Young Aviators day

21st August – LAA Oxford Branch Young Aviators fallback day
3rd, 4th & 5th September – LAA Rally, Sywell

8th September – LAA Oxford Branch meeting
19th September – VAC & Turweston Wings & Wheels
9th or 10th October – VAC Sackville Farm BBQ

13th October – LAA Oxford Branch meeting; Grass Strip Aviation

30th October – VAC All Hallows fly-in, Leicester

10th November – LAA Oxford Branch meeting

13th November – LAA AGM, Turweston

19th November – VAC AGM & Social, Littlebury Hotel, Bicester

8th December – LAA Oxford Branch Quiz night
Have you checked out the LAA website at www.laa.uk.com ?
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