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Light Aircraft Association





Chairman – Pete Smoothy
Secretary – Barbara Rose; Treasurer & Aerial Events – John Siertsema;

Events – John Bean; Social Events – Colin Hughes; 
Safety Officer, NC Rep, Newsletter & web moderator – John Broad

Regular Meetings

19:30 hrs on 2nd Wed of each Month at Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill Oxford
Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.laaoxford.co.uk and moderated by myself. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply me with articles and photographs as soon as possible to john.broad85@talktalk.net 

February Meeting

Some of the members have been party to the emails sent around over the last few months depicting a variety of amusing or sometimes frightening incidents. The idea of the evening was to gather as many of these together for the entertainment of all. John Siertsema managed to store quite a few and present them on the big projection screen to either barracking or laughter from those assembled. A live link to the web may have enabled more showings from You Tube but this proved difficult to achieve. Everyone had a good time though and the idea may be repeated again in the future.
LAA News

PFA ET – This is the separate Education Trust set up to look after all the training and, as the title suggests, education ranging from young people to engineering and aviating. The formation of the trust was completed early this year and a new Education Manager, Mr Ian Bloys, has been offered the job of running it. As you can see, the name will now have to be changed to the LAA ET to bring it into line with the corporate identity. The Spirit of Devon Youth building a plane project will also be transferred to this Trust. The aircraft is progressing well and will soon be ready for first flight.

Part of the change to the LAA is ensuring all documentation or notices must follow the corporate identity and to this end a CD has been produced to allow members and branches simple access to the correct layout and font type.

The engineering section has a new member of staff, Mr Jon Viner, who will be coming from the BMAA on May 12th.

This year we will be celebrating the 100th anniversary of the first flight in the UK and the LAA will have a large presence at the Shuttleworth event on the 19th & 20th July. I expect to have a large display from the newly formed Vintage Section.

The fuel derogation issue is still being resolved but at least AVGAS now has it’s own line on the tax system. This could be only 2p on the price but today’s Budget may tell you otherwise. The diesel issue is much, much worse with up to 35p being added per litre! The commercial helicopter operators are really upset about this as it could add around £100 to the cost of each flying hour! Yes, that’s not a misprint! As boats also use diesel, the boating community is also up in arms as well.

Membership of the LAA has made a small increase from the start of this year but many more members are needed. I know that many of the people who attend the Oxford Branch are not members. You know that the LAA is fighting both Europe and our own regulators to keep the price of flying as low as possible and to ensure any proposed regulations have a minimal affect on the GA community. You are taking advantage of all the work both the LAA and your branch are doing at very little cost to yourself! If I embarrass you then good; join the LAA and help in the fight to keep GA as low cost and regulation free as can be achieved.

One of the results from the recent LAA questionnaire is that 120 people have volunteered to help the Association. Maybe you should ask yourself the old question “what can you do for the Association?” rather than the usual “why isn’t the Association doing ……?” There will be three regional rallies this year plus a large LAA presence at Aero-Epo and at the Air Britain Fly-in. These events are your chance to get involved as the very small staff team at Turweston cannot be expected to be everywhere at almost every weekend. If you are considering attending one of these events and can spare an hour or two to help man the stands, please send your name through to Penny Sharpe – or just turn up on the day and say you want to help support your Association by volunteering for a while. It’s no good criticising that the LAA were not very active at an event you attended as you must remember that, if you are a member, it is your Association and will only be as good as you make it!
The Auster fleet now has the opportunity to transfer to the LAA Permit system and the first one should be processed next week. If you wish to read how this is to be carried out, go to the LAA website on http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/engineering/TechnicalLeaflets/A%20Technical%20Leaflets%20Index.htm 
and for the letter to the Auster owners go to http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/engineering/engineering.html .
No Type Rating Authority (TRA) has come forward so far for the Jodels and so they should soon be able to all come over to the LAA Permit system. There have been some issues with those still on C of A’s which could not continue but equally could not be transferred. This should soon be resolved.

Stampes have a more difficult problem as a few people have submitted applications to become the type authorities and the CAA are in the process of discussing the full responsibility to these people before concluding how to proceed. The French Stampes are on French permits.

The issue of Ethanol being added to Mogas is a problem to those using mogas, although Rotax engines are apparently OK. The CAA however says that no aircraft on a permit can fly with any alcohol present in the fuel. The system shown in the safety sense leaflets does not work for very low levels and other methods are being investigated. These include using dyes and electronic probes. The engineering section would appreciate anyone with the electronic knowledge to develop such a device to contact them to help in this matter.

The ridiculous anomaly of the same aircraft type but one on a permit and one on a C of A being either allowed to overfly towns or not is still not resolved as a couple of high level people in the CAA are raising objections.

This prevents the next stage of the anomalies to be presented where an aircraft that was on a C of A and could fly at night or IMC when transferred to the LAA Permit system is prevented from continuing to do so!

You may have seen a letter in Today’s Pilot on the ‘Pilot Mentoring Scheme’, which was suggested by Alan Gray. This idea is gathering momentum and the LAA are to the fore in working out the details of how it can operate. Many pilots have been doing this process for a long time. For example, someone talks to you about your machine and you take them for a flight to let them experience it. They then continue to either get a licence or do a type conversion. The method can increase the number of people wanting to fly or can provide experience for those new pilots of a different kind of flying. The Terms of Reference are currently being worked out and, from the LAA perspective; it will probably come under the control of the Pilot Coaching Scheme. The really important part of the idea is that, unless the pilot is an instructor, instruction must not be given!

On the matter of the Pilot Coaching Scheme, remember that there are three events planned for this year where you can meet and use the coaches plus have some fun. The first of these will be at Breighton on May 4th, the second at Sywell on July 26th and the final one at Popham on October 5th. These will be fun events as there will be opportunities to have a go at flour bombing and spot landings plus a BBQ for LAA members.

Mode S is still wandering the halls of the CAA. There is to be a second consultation meeting with the CAA at Turweston this coming Saturday March 15th, with a start time of 10:30. There should be some answers to the 1st consultation questions plus a review of how the CAA plan to implement the system and when.

As to the Turweston LAA HQ building issue, the planning inquiry is now finished and the inspector’s response is expected during April. It is thought that the result will be the OK to go ahead but the decision will be made by the EC after evaluating the long term viability of the site.

Vintage Aircraft Club Annual Dinner

Over 60 members and their guests attended the Littlebury Hotel for a very pleasant evening of good food and a talk given by Mandy Pantall from the Fly2help project. Mandy was a wing walker until a riding accident broke her back. Not one to sit around, she learnt to fly and has a PPL. The Fly2help organisation is a superb way to help disadvantaged people and Mandy is a real ambassador.

As usual, the club trophies were presented to the worthy recipients including our own Rob Stobo. Rob received the Ernie Lingard Trophy for his very long and excellent service to the VAC.

Chris Brown, the aerodrome manager at Turweston, will be presented with the John Edwards Trophy for his noteworthy contributions to flight safety. His decision and action in cutting a more into wind runway for the Vintage & Classic last year was something very special to allow the vintage aircraft to depart safely.

Proposed Visit to Swanwick

Although visits to the relatively new Air Traffic Control Centre at Swanwick have not been possible for some time, there is now a chance for very limited numbers to be able to. This has arisen since the Distress & Diversion Cell has transferred its operations from West Drayton to Swanwick and has taken on some new equipment able to find aircraft & pilots in difficulties more accurately and more quickly. They are keen to show this kit to the General Aviation Community and we have been invited to attend; the limitations being only ten people at a time and it must be a weekday. When you decide who wishes to go, and provide me with a selection of proposed dates, I will organise the day.
Customs & Immigration presentation – May 14th
As this will be a special and rather unusual meeting, the branch needs to have a good audience. Will you all please tell your aviation friends to attend on this evening, whether LAA members or not. If you visit any of the local airfields please let them know of the presentation and invite their members along.

The evening will be both interesting and thought provoking for everyone. Leaflets will be available at the April meeting for you to hand out and / or stick up at local aviation establishments.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!)

15th March – HAA Forum, RAF Museum Hendon, start time 10:00 All welcome.
9th April – LAA Oxford – Graham Laurie; Royal Flying in the RAF.

19th April – VAC Daffodil Rally – Fenland.

4th May – Abingdon Air Show and Country Fair

10th & 11th May – LAA National Young Aviators Weekend – Oxford Branch to assist Swindon

14th May – LAA Oxford – Customs & Excise; to be confirmed.

16th to 18th May Great Vintage Flying Weekend – Hullavington CANCELLED
31st May & 1st June – LAA South West Regional Rally – Dunkeswell

11th June – LAA Oxford – Astronomy for the people

13th to 15th June – Aero-Expo – Wycombe Air Park

21st June – LAA Oxford – Social Fly in – Details to be announced.

21st & 22nd June – Air Britain Classic Fly-in – North Weald

5th & 6th July – LAA Regional Rally – Popham

9th July – LAA Oxford – Barbecue

12th & 13th July – Royal International Air Tattoo – Fairford

19th & 20th July – LAA / Shuttleworth British Centenary Air Display

9th & 10th August – LAA Regional Rally – Sherburn

13th August – LAA Oxford – Autogyro Flying – Gerry Speich

7th September – LAA Oxford – Young Aviators

10th September – LAA Oxford – RAF Benson; Air traffic Control.

21st September – LAA Oxford – Young Aviators fall back date.

8th October – LAA Oxford – Branch evening; speaker to be determined

12th November – LAA Oxford – Micro light flying in the Himalayas – David Young

10th December – LAA Oxford – Quiz

Have you checked out the revised LAA website at www.laa.uk.com ?
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