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January AGM
The usual small number of members attended the AGM where the future existence of the Oxford Branch was to be decided. With so many LAA members in the Oxford area who do not take advantage of the interesting speakers, social events, flying events and Young Aviator events organised by the enthusiastic committee failing to also come along to explain what they would like to see at the branch is also rather depressing.

Pete Smoothy has been chairman for a number of years and as mentioned in the January edition of the newsletter, planned to stand down and let someone else take on the job with new ideas. When the moment came for the chairman to stand down and a new chairman to come forward there was the expected silence. Issuing the threat that if no one was willing to come forward the branch would wind up there and then also had no effect. With considerable reluctance, Pete decided to complete another year but he said he would only do this to prevent the branch from finishing.

When it came to the committee, our very long standing treasurer, Dick Tolley also stood down and after a certain amount of cajoling; John Siertsema “volunteered” to take on the job.

I have volunteered to continue as Safety Officer, Press & PR, NC representative and web moderator.

John Bean will continue to find the speakers and Colin Hughes will continue to promote social activities.

The most important person who holds everyone together is the secretary and Barbara Rose has agreed to continue in this post.

Committee Meeting
A number of decisions were made relating to the operation of the branch in future.

Although we have produced a small excess in funds from last year, it was agreed to increase the subscription rates to £25 per year.

The problem of occasional visitors not paying needs to be addressed as it is unfair to those who do pay their way. It was agreed that if people have been on odd occasions during the year but do not wish to join the branch, they will be politely informed that after one visit they will be expected to join. New people will be allowed a maximum of two free visits before making the decision to join. Members bringing along a guest will pay £5 for the guest per evening visit.

The LAA National Aviators weekend will be supported by the Oxford branch by helping at the Swindon event on 10th & 11th May. Helpers and pilots are requested to volunteer.

The Oxford Branch will hold our own Young Aviators day on September 7th with a fall back date of September 21st. Again, all should volunteer to help.

The evening event calendar is evolving nicely with some very interesting sounding and very varied subjects from the speakers. A few dates still require finalising and the calendar will be updated as people confirm.

There are a lot of pilots and LAA members in the Oxfordshire region who need to be convinced that they are missing out on the branch evenings; it may be that many of you know these people and can discuss the idea of coming along. Get out there and promote your branch!

VAC Valentine Rally – Sunday 10th February
After many years of both bad weather and having the severe limitations of Turweston’s planning department to contend with, the 2008 Rally turned out sunny and with only a light breeze! The planning appeal regarding the movement limitations for five events per year has now been approved albeit with the upper limit set at 300 movements and everything was set for a fine turnout. By the end of the day the magic figure of 100 aircraft had arrived at the event including many unique machines. 

Star of the day had to be Mark Millar in the absolutely immaculate DH Dragon Rapide.
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Was the smallest machine Rob Stobo’s Jodel Bebe or was it the Taylor Monoplane. Whichever won, the most meritorious flight had to be Barbara Schlussler flying from a strip in East Anglia to Turweston in her Evans VP1, non radio and using the map and compass!
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Let us all hope the weather was a portent for flying days to come!

Cancellation of the Great Vintage Flying Weekend
Terry Booker announced at last year’s event that he would not be able to continue running the event in future and unless someone else was willing to take it on that would be the last one. A consortium of people attempted to get a team together to take over the event with Terry initially assisting in the background. After much discussion with many groups, it proved impractical to be able to take the event on. Although Terry had started to organise the 2008 event, he was expecting something to happen early in the year. When this proved not to be the case, and when the MET Office also pulled out of the event along with their substantial financial support, he has had no other option than to cancel this year’s event. If you booked in and paid the application fee, Terry will refund part of your money; a small portion will be taken to cover the initial costs so far accrued.

G-VFWE was one of the few volunteer run events to achieve national and international significance. It had no salaried employees, and the whole event was personally underwritten by the organizer.
In a brief press statement, Terry Booker said:

"I am proud that everyone has worked together for so long to make G-VFWE into the flagship event in the UK for vintage and classic civil aviation. The enthusiasm of the pilots, their generous financial contributions, the funding from our sponsors and commercial supporters and the interest shown by the public has made the show consistently successful. But, our costs continue to rise, and while we have never made a loss, the struggle to just 'break-even' gets harder each year. I have always been required to underwrite the event's finances from my own bank balance. The current uncertainties in the wider market place and their undoubted knock-on effect on consumer spending can only increase my personal risk. Sadly, as I near my 70th year, this is no longer a risk that I feel either willing or, indeed, morally obliged to undertake."

ATSOCAS Delay
You may have read about the delay to the results of the ATSOCAS review which was planned to be released in April this year. Due to the very high number of representations received by the CAA after the consultation exercise, the date for implementation has had to be put back to early 2009. Many of the training establishments said they could not retrain or set up new training programmes for this change in airspace within the time frame.

All the other initiatives from the committees are still valid though and will continue to be promoted.

To remind you these are such items as

improving basic navigation, ensuring you have the latest notams marked on your map before flight, use the new Lower Airspace Radar Service (LARS) around the London Control Zone – note that the northern area up to Stansted will complete the coverage this spring, if you have a transponder always set mode C.

Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.laaoxford.co.uk and moderated by myself. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires  an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply me with articles and photographs as soon as possible to john.broad85@talktalk.net 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!)
20th February – Talk by Charlie Brown on flying Historic aircraft; White Waltham at 19:30

8th March – VAC Annual Dinner, Littlebury Hotel, Bicester

12th March – LAA Oxford – George Simoni; microlighting around the world.

9th April – LAA Oxford – Graham Laurie; Royal Flying in the RAF.

4th May – Abingdon Air Show and Country Fair

10th & 11th May – LAA National Young Aviators Weekend – Oxford Branch to assist with Swindon

14th May – LAA Oxford – Customs & Excise; To be confirmed.

16th to 18th May Great Vintage Flying Weekend – Hullavington CANCELLED
31st May & 1st June – LAA South West Regional Rally

11th June – LAA Oxford - Astronomy

13th to 15th June – Aero-Expo, Wycombe Air Park

21st June – LAA Oxford – Social Fly in – Details to be announced.

21st & 22nd June – Air Britain Classic Fly-in, North Weald

5th & 6th July – LAA Regional Rally, Popham

9th July – LAA Oxford - Barbecue

12th & 13th July – Royal International Air Tattoo, Fairford

19th & 20th July – LAA / Shuttleworth British Centenary Air Display

9th & 10th August – LAA Regional Rally – Sherburn

13th August – LAA Oxford – Speaker to be determined.

7th September – LAA Oxford – Young Aviators

10th September – LAA Oxford – RAF Benson; Air traffic Control.

21st September – LAA Oxford – Young Aviators fall back date.

8th October – LAA Oxford – Branch evening; speaker to be determined.

12th November – LAA Oxford – Branch evening; speaker to be determined

10th December – LAA Oxford - Quiz

Have you checked out the revised LAA website at www.laa.uk.com ?
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