

Newsletter for December 2007

The committee:-
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Barbara Rose,
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Dick Tolley, 


Strut Calendar
John Bean

Social and surface events organiser

Colin Hughes,

Aerial events organiser

John Siertsema,

PR, Safety Officer, PFA NC rep’, newsletter & web moderator
John Broad.

If you have any comments or requests, don’t hesitate to speak to one of us at any of the meetings. Any items for the newsletters or web site will also be appreciated.

My e mail address is johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 

Meeting Location

The LAA Oxford meets on the second Wednesday of each month at the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill, Oxford. The next meeting will be on the 9th January, 2008 at 1930 hours.

The last PFA Newsletter
This will be the last newsletter from the Oxford PFA Group as the PFA will be re-branded as the Light Aircraft Association as of January 1st 2008. January’s edition will be called “Light Aircraft Association – Oxford”.

Report on the October meeting
Now and again you meet a real aviation enthusiast who has flying as both a hobby and a job; our speaker this evening is just such a person. Andy Draper from PFA Engineering, was introduced by John Bean as John met Andy when he was working at Europa and, as we know, John is still constructing his Europa.

Andy explained how he started work as a technical apprentice at BAe, Weybridge, initially in the environmental test department. Moving on to the production development – non-metallic’s, he specialised in the then new material of Carbon Fibre. His claims to fame are the massive RB211 doors and the canards for the Euro-fighter, now called the Typhoon; the landing light for the BAe 146 as well as various cabin interiors.

He had always been interested in getting flying and tried making an early hang glider from the salvage stock around the Weybridge site.

Proper training took place at Booker on Gliders but his desire to get into powered aircraft would be more difficult. Maybe he could build his own machine? He decided to construct a Bede BD4 but, luckily, the stories of the problems with the kits put him off. Being an expert in plastics it would be sensible for him o build something like a Quickie or a Long-Ez. By good fortune he explained to the librarian at Weybridge his ideas and the chap introduced him to a man in the drawing office who was building one. Although this was not quite true, they did end up constructing the 3rd example to fly in the UK, registered as G-LEZE and completed in 1985. Andy didn’t have a pilots licence then though! 

Around this time he was made an offer to take a contracting job working for Nardi Costruzioni Aeronautiche SPA in Milan. The Italians wanted to get involved in the manufacture of components using the new materials of plastic, glass reinforced, and Carbon Fibre reinforced. Andy was to set up a new composite component manufacturing facility with the objective of developing primary structure parts. Two typical examples were the Euro Fighter nose gear torque links and the EH101 nose gear drag strut. Although the financial details of the plant seemed a little odd to Andy, he enjoyed using his skills in production engineering and his knowledge of reinforced plastics whilst working there. The salary was also good and could pay for some flying training which he completed on a residential course at Guernsey. At last he could be checked out to fly the Long-Ez! His training continued with a night rating at Fairoaks, an IMC at CSE Oxford, a CPL Correspondence Course from PPSC and his AFI from Cabair at Elstree followed by a job instructing at Denham. Quite a tour around, but he is certainly well qualified. After a job at Coventry fell through he got a call from Ivan Shaw asking for help with the build of his prototype Europa.

The Europa is built using the minimum number of mouldings and has the wings constructed from foam covered in glass fibre. With its single main wheel it required some outriggers to balance the wings. The design is quite clever in that the outrigger wheels extend as the flaps are deployed using a cunning linkage.

Although Ivan Shaw originally said he was only building the single machine for himself, other people asked him if he would build them one as well. Andy had noticed that the design and construction of the jigs and fixtures seemed more for volume production than for a single machine and hi production engineering knowledge and experience was a great asset to helping here. Andy became General Manager at the Kirbymoorside facility with the extra duties of producing the aircraft in kit form. One clever use of time management used by the factory are the curing ovens which are suspended from the ceiling during the day allowing components to be laid up and then the oven lowered to allow heat curing during the night. Apparently, the local Slingsby factory is still using these ovens for their components.

In order to obtain the PFA permit the structure had to be static load tested to + or – 3.8g. This required each wing to be loaded with weights to 5,000 lbs per wing; at which point the leading edge buckled. The mono wheel also required a drop test to prove its capabilities.

Sales promotion tours covered most of the UK and Europe but the USA could be the big sales outlet and the machine was shown at Oshkosh and at Lakeland. Typically, the rather larger US standard backside was a tight squeeze in the cockpit; cutting away the wheel box and rebuilding the area improved the situation considerably. Various engines were also experimented with including the Mid West Rotary, BMW R1100S and a turbo charged VW but the Rotax proved to be the most suitable. Other developments arising from the US tour were the modification to Tri-gear and extending the wings to make a motor glider version. This had a glide ratio of 25-1 and a minimum sink of <1.2 m/s.

Many owners required instruction to convert to type and Andy’s experience as a test pilot on the Slingsby Firefly allowed him to become a PFA Coach to help these people. He carried out differences training for retractable gear, adjustable propellers, turbo charged engines and biennial reviews across Europe.

Around this time, PFA were advertising for another engineer and Andy got the job. He now carries out examinations of engineering modification submissions, concessions, repairs, inspections and flight testing criteria including writing the flight test schedules. He is also improving the throughput of modifications by grouping standard modifications.

Andy not only gave us all a very good outline to his very extensive engineering background but also showed us that the PFA had a great asset in obtaining his services. All found the talk very interesting and pass our thanks to Andy for taking the time to visit the Oxford Group.
ATSOCAS Consultation
Those who fly near to any radar or air traffic control zone may be asked for the type of service they require. As some confusion is apparent regarding what service pilots think they are receiving and what the controllers are actually providing, ATSOCAS (Air Traffic Services Outside Controlled Airspace) have attempted to simplify the definitions. These have been out for consultation on the CAA website. The proposal is that under Flight Information Service there will be 4 levels: Basic Service, Traffic Service, De-confliction Service and Procedural Service. The first 3 are similar to FIS, Radar Information and Radar Advisory respectively. The fourth is for advisory routes. Once complete, both the new service names and a revision of the radio handbook will be promulgated to all pilots, Air Traffic Controllers and training establishments. None of this changes the rule that the captain of the aircraft is still responsible for collision and terrain avoidance!

Ethanol in Mogas
The latest EC rules for supposedly improving the environment is to force petrol suppliers to add up to 5% of ethanol into EN228 Mogas in many parts of the country during the next 12 months. Please note that the test the CAA suggested to use your fuel tester will not work for these levels of ethanol!! The CAA has said that it is illegal to fly with ethanol in the fuel! If you use Mogas, do not use supermarket fuel as this is going to be the first to add the ethanol. You have a right to see the fuel specification for the fuel delivered to your garage where you will be able to see if it has any ethanol added.

Turweston latest news

The results of the first round of appeals regarding the use of the cabbage patch for helicopter operation and the 6 event days were announced a couple of weeks ago. The use of the cabbage patch was lost but the event days for 2008 and future years was approved. This means that the Vintage Aircraft Club can hold the Snowball Rally on January 19th, Valentine Rally on February 10th and the Vintage & Classic on September 14th at Turweston.

You can view the inspectors report at www.planningportal.gov.uk application no. 2011921. You will need to type in the LPA which is Aylesbury Vale. There are still movement limitations of up to 300 per day for these event days but this is a big improvement. The other appeals for various operational requirements for the use of the aerodrome and the new building for the LAA HQ are planned to start at the end of January.

Austers, Jodels & other orphan aircraft
After a consultation period and waiting to see if any organisation wished to take up the type approval, the CAA has now decided that as there is no type approved company the aircraft will be transferred to permit from either the CAA or the PFA at the expiry date of their present permit to fly. The Jodel, Stampe, Nord, Scintex and Wassmer fleet will also need to go through a similar consultation exercise before being transferred to a permit.

PPL & the IMC
As the current PPL changes to the EPL and the NPPL changes to the LAPL it seems that the IMC rating will disappear as the Europeans do not recognise this qualification. Further discussion is continuing to see if a light IFR can be established, especially as the UK is promoting the IMC as a safety issue.

MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR

From the committee to all Oxford members
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Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.oxfordpfa.co.uk and moderated by myself. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply me with articles and photographs as soon as possible to johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!)
26th December 2007 – VMCC meet at 10:00 in Broad Street
9th January 2008 – LAA Oxford – AGM & Social Evening.

NB You need to elect a new Chairman & Committee!!
LAA Oxford Meeting dates in 2008: 13th Feb; 12th Mar; 9th Apr; 14th May; 11th June; 9th Jul;

13th Aug; 10th Sep; 8th Oct; 12th Nov and 10th Dec.

16th January – Polly Vacher, Wings around Britain; White Waltham at 19:30

19th January – VAC Snowball Rally, Turweston

10th February – VAC Valentine Rally, Turweston

20th February – Talk by Charlie Brown on flying Historic aircraft; White Waltham at 19:30

8th March – VAC Annual Dinner, Littlebury Hotel, Bicester
