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Colin Hughes,

Aerial events organiser
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If you have any comments or requests, don’t hesitate to speak to one of us at any of the meetings. Any items for the newsletters or web site will also be appreciated.

My e mail address is johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 

Meeting Location

The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month at the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill, Oxford. The next meeting will be on the 9th May 2007 at 1930 hours.

March speaker report
As our chairman, Pete Smoothy said as his introduction, this months speaker is not only ‘home grown’ but is also a very long standing member of the Group. Many people would expect Dick Tolley to have an interest in aviation but his full time job was the one every little boy back in the 1940’s wanted, that of a railway engine driver. Dick never really retired from this job as he is now a guide at the Didcot Railway Centre.

Dick’s first job was at Mintys in 1941 where he assisted with the construction of trolleys used for moving Spitfire fuselages around the factories but soon after that he joined the RAF. His brother was already working on the railways and it seemed logical to Dick that he should join him.

He worked at Oxford Railway Depot identified by the code 81F, which in those days had a compliment of 140 drivers, 140 firemen, 10 clerks, 3 storemen, 14 fitters & mates, 8 boilersmiths & mates, 12 coalmen, 6 firedroppers, 3 firelighters and 6 labourers making a total of 342 people. By 1960 there were a total of 68 locomotives in the depot.

When Diesel locomotives came in around 1964 the job of engine driver was reduced in Dicks terms to just climbing into the cab, turning the key and pushing a lever; all the trades from the storemen on in the above list were no longer required!

To begin with he had to learn the routes which extended to the North, South East & West of Oxford with typical stops being Longbridge, Hereford, Bristol, North & East Anglia, London & South Wales.

Did the footplate men really make their breakfast on a shovel in the firebox? Most definitely and, no the food wasn’t covered in coal as the shovel was first washed off with a blast of high pressure steam. They didn’t make tea from the boiler though as this water could be heavily saturated with lime scale. When the boilers were regularly cleaned out up to half a wheelbarrow of lime scale would sometimes be scraped out!

Before setting off on a route the train would be formed up in Hinksey marshalling Yards. People seem quick to complain about the noise from a modern, relatively quiet high speed train today but in those days, living near the yards was just accepted as a way of life with shunting engines pushing carriages into position 24 hours a day! They had three ‘Pilots’ and a total of 24 men working on shifts in these yards. The little shunting engines would build up a train from the guards van at the rear, all the different goods wagons intended for the destinations on the route up to the head of the train awaiting the engine. There was another goods yard at Abingdon where the local trains would be formed up. Dick told a very amusing story of Basil who was supposed to put the brake on the guards van as the wagons were shunted onto the forming up line and then let go to glide under the energy stored from the push towards the end of the track. Basil, it seems, failed to get the brakes on early enough and the train hit the buffers at the end of the track; the energy of the impact then pushed the carriages back down the track. When this happened, the chimney from the stove in the centre of the guards van broke off but Basil caught this resulting in him being covered in soot and holding a red hot tube! These trains would visit the nearby places such as High Wycombe, Fairford, Witney, Kingham, Banbury and Morris Motors. The trains running from Morris Motors to Longbridge had to be on time with no excuses although Dick’s description of trying to drive the engine in thick fog made us all very aware of the potential dangers and problems. The explanation of how people knew where the trains were was very ingenious using a 12 volt pick up. If they passed a signal set at caution without stopping there would not be any current in the pick up and this would automatically set the brakes on the train.

Although the work was obviously very intensive with the drivers working very long hours, Dick and the other steam engine drivers seemed to enjoy the life. When the diesels came in and the workforce was cut it would never be the same again.

Dick completed the story of his life on the footplate with the telling of a journey up to Bathgate loaded with cars and the return trip with completed Hillman Imps back to Cowley. The engine was called the “Evening Star” and as Dick said it was worn out and would hardly make many of the inclines but they just about made it both ways!

He was therefore very surprised to read of the last journey made by the King after he had died, on a train pulled by the “Evening Star”. It turned out that the name was thought to be very appropriate but, recognising that the engine was not capable, they changed the name plate to another engine which was in a better condition!

If you have a desire to visit the Great Western Railway Centre at Didcot, Dick may be your guide for the day. What a superb talk from Dick who provided us all with a glimpse of how life was in those wonderful days of steam but from the eyes of one of the drivers and workers rather than the usual glamorous image portrayed by those of us who love to only remember the good parts of life.

100th Anniversary of the First Flight in Great Britain

Keep your eyes open for events to celebrate this achievement. Those already planned will be at Dunsfold, Farnborough and Brooklands. Although the first flight in the UK was by S. F. Cody at Farnborough when he famously tied the tail of his aircraft to a tree to check the maximum thrust, he was an American with an American Aircraft.

Alliot Verdon-Roe built and flew the first British built aircraft from Brooklands and the main celebrations are expected to take place on that site. The RAeS have a working group set up to coordinate the events in the UK. There is a story that a replica of the Verdon Roe 1 biplane is being constructed under the permit system and that this machine is to fly at Shuttleworth on one of the days.

Turweston Public Relations

A number of initiatives are under way to improve the relationship between the aerodrome and the local residents.

An open day is planned for August 25th and any assistance you may be able to give on this day would be most appreciated. Any ideas on items for this open day can be sent direct to Turweston Aerodrome or to me. All the local newspapers are invited to attend the planned events and press releases on any interesting happenings at the aerodrome are also issued on a regular basis. Norman Smith has organised a couple of walks around the area and the local horse riding people have organised events on the site as well.

The VAC is committed to holding the Vintage & Classic event on September 16th at Turweston again but, unless the local councillors have a change of heart, there will be the same movement limitations as last year for aircraft arrivals and departures! The event has now become established in the vintage vehicle clubs calendars with hundreds of machines attending. Please be patient over the limitations until after the result of the High Court judgement later this year.

Another Planning Application Endangering Bicester Airfield!
The latest edict coming from the South East England Regional Assembly (SEERA) is that an average of 34,800 new homes per year is required for the next 20 years!! This seems to be open house for the developers to put in planning applications everywhere. An application has been made for 1000 dwellings on a piece of land called Dymocks Farm, which is situated to the northeast of Bicester Airfield. As the proposal would double the size of the village of Caversfield, the Parish Council and the residents are already up in arms against it. The Windrusher Gliding Club is putting together the obvious safety issues regarding over flights during the landing and takeoff phases of gliding operations. Luckily, Cherwell District Council is very much against the proposal as the land is not allocated for development in the Local Development Framework and it is also way north of the ring road. The current planning process seems to be to put in the application, have it refused, appeal and have it refused but then put it before the government in the form of the SEERA who will over ride everyone and pass it!

Also note that the appeal against the construction of offices to the SE of the airfield was won by the Church in spite of all the objections! We must keep fighting though.

PFA Website

PFA website – please log onto www.pfa.org.uk to keep up to date with the latest information on what the PFA is doing for the General Aviation world. You are a member aren’t you? If not, please consider joining. Please note that Junior Membership is only £12 and we should be trying to promote youngsters into General Aviation.

Do you have a PFA Credit Card? Order yours now as the PFA receive £10 for every applicant! The money raised will reduce the costs to us all for the work the PFA do.

Forthcoming Events?

Our social secretary, Colin Hughes is planning another evening meal at a suitable eating establishment; more details to follow.

He is also considering a range of exciting ideas for some evening events. If you fancy becoming the Oxford champion at Go-Karting or trying your evasion skills at paint balling then please talk to Colin. He is also looking for any suitable suggestions from you, the member as to any other activity you think the group would enjoy. Just let him know and he will organise the rest.

John Siertsema will be informing everyone of group flying events, which people may wish to join in with. He will let the group know where people will be flying to and anyone can join in as they wish. One event being planned is to Quiberon, a superb beach side airfield with excellent low approaches over the sunbathers! Just the pilot needs to keep their eyes on the task in hand, everyone else can ogle as they desire!

The Great Vintage Flying Weekend is an excuse to meet in the food tent and this year it will be held at Hullavington from 18th to the 20th May.

Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.oxfordpfa.co.uk and moderated by myself. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply me with articles and photographs as soon as possible to johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!)

6th May – Abingdon Fayre

6th May – PFA Sywell Revival Regional Rally

9th May – Confessions of homebuilders; John Siertsema & Dudley Pattison

19th May – Evening Social event; Dinner at the Gardeners Arms, Tackley, 19:30 hrs – contact Colin Hughes.

26th May – PFA Northern Lights Regional Rally, Wick; & yes, everyone is going!!

13th June – Aerodynamics made easy – Martin Oldfield

11th July – Barbecue

8th August – Thames Valley Air Ambulance trust.

12th September – Andy Draper, PFA Engineering

16th September – VAC Vintage & Classic Day, Turweston

10th October – Flying the Airbus

14th November – Round the World in a Homebuilt – Manuel Queiroz

12th December – Quiz; Barbara Rose & Tom Wenham
