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Rob Hill; Chief Inspector of the BMAA for the last 5 years. As a part of the job he has had to write, from scratch, an Inspector manual to guide the process of inspecting light and micro-light aircraft; this is called “SIGMA” (Standard Inspection Guidelines for Micro-light Aircraft) and is available all over the world. He also has to investigate and communicate any issues regarding defects that may become apparent in the fleet; he has the authority to suspend a permit or any of the inspectors. These are all part of safety actions available. Around 25% of the BMAA fleet are home built machines. When Rob was accepted for the job he had to transfer back to the UK from South Africa, where he had been for the previous 20 years.

Rob started back around 1977 and a photograph of him flying a Rogallo wing near Biggin Hill showed just how far micro-lights have progressed since those days. He started work as a Rolls Royce apprentice at Derby Aero Engine division. When the company went bankrupt he went to Imperial College to get a degree in mechanical engineering and then a PhD in lubrication engineering (Tribology). He joined RR Associates, got into nuclear power, computers, was made redundant in the last recession and emigrated to South Africa. Whilst there he became chairman and CE of the Microlight Association of South Africa.

Back in the UK he bought a P&M Aviation Quik GT450; a 100 hp Rotax powered state of the art weight shift micro-light, which he flies today. With a speed range of 33 to 100 knots, an astounding climb rate and good economy this machine is very capable. As an example he showed the track flown for ‘Fly UK’ last year; from Old Sarum up and around Scotland, back to Devon in a day and finished at Stoke, very impressive.

His father was a pilot at the end of the War, having learnt to fly at Elmdon on Tiger Moths and Harvards in Canada. He converted to the Swordfish but became an instructor rather than one of those on the escorts. After a stint in the Far East he came back to the UK. Rob has been influenced by reading about his father and took up micro-lighting in South Africa. 

Rob extolled the joys of flying in SA with high mountains, the Kalahari desert sunshine and the friendly people. Rob showed many photographs of his time flying in South Africa to make us all envious. 

For reference Rob provided some figures on the BMAA. They have around 4,000 members with some 2,000 permit revalidations per year. They do approximately 600 mod’ approvals per year and there are some 165 different types of machine. Generally, the BMAA member is a pilot and wants to fly, the fleet is therefore mostly factory built. They have 150 inspectors and 150 check pilots and a permanent staff of 10 based at Deddington. In a very similar manner to the LAA, the BMAA has to keep informing its members that they are responsible for the maintenance and airworthiness of their machines. Over the last few years machines have become more and more reliable to the point where people are surprised when something breaks. The current litigation culture then appears where they assume someone else is to blame and start talking about suing someone! This needs to stop.

Rob raised an interesting debate about the difference between the AAIB and the CAA; the AAIB have the benefit of hindsight whereas the CAA has to calculate for the future in setting regulations. 

As Pete reiterated in thanking Rob for his presentation, the point he made about us all taking responsibility for our own actions is very important. If we don’t do this, someone else will and that could take away our freedoms and be very expensive financially. An excellent talk from Rob and I add my thanks here.
Bembridge; open or closed?

People may have seen some information regarding the Britten Norman airfield at Bembridge and the arguments going on there. At one stage the airfield was closed and Britten Norman couldn’t gain access to their hangar. This has now been resolved as they have moved to Sandown Airport.

I have also received a communication from the Vectis Gliding Club as follows:

“We at Vectis Gliding Club thought that your members might be interested to know that Bembridge Airfield is reopening on Saturday 9th April 2011.

Further information can be found at www.vectisglidingclub.co.uk or below.

Kind regards, Pau Bateman”
Shobdon; open or closed?

Again there have been some stories about the airfield being closed. The real story is that a helicopter operation tried to expand its training operations beyond all recognition and the CAA found out. With only an A/G radio this operation was not allowed and so they closed the airfield by taking away their radio frequency. With a more controlled environment of a FISO paid for by the training operator, the frequency was returned and flying continued. There is a movement limit of 38 per hour until the FISO is in place, but that should be OK for most flying. Until then, people need to PPR for a slot time. The CAA will review the situation in due course. As the problem was raised by the increase in noise, please ensure that you fly to the abatement rules if you plan to go. The Kings Cup Air Race is still planned there for next weekend.
Chiltern Air Park; open but?

This fine airfield near Ipsden will have restrictions from the 2nd August 2011. They lost the appeal to retain the extension to the main runway and have a crosswind runway. From August there will only be the one runway of 04/22 and it will only be 420m long. The owner will subject to fine of £20,000 if aircraft continue to operate on the enforced land after the enforcement
Chilbolton Airfield; Closed!

The owner of the land at Chilbolton has decided that he is not getting enough rent, or at least the tenants were not always paying promptly, and so he has ploughed up the field. This airfield is therefore not there at all now!
Northrepp Airfield needs help

The airfield is on a temporary planning permission which runs out at the end of May. They have requested to North Norfolk planning authority that this date be removed and the airfield allowed to continue to operate and need as many supporting letters / emails as possible. Please look up: http://planweb.north-norfolk.gov.uk/Planning/AcolNetCGI.exe?ACTION=UNWRAP&RIPNAME=Root.PgeCommentNeighbourForm&TheSystemkey=75721 and add your support.
GASIL & MOR reports now electronic only

For those who used to get GASIL by post, you should have read on the front of the last issue (March) that the publication will in future only be issued electronically. The latest issue can be found at: http://www.caa.co.uk/docs/33/20110408GASIL201103.pdf. There is some interesting stuff included in this issue. I hear that the changes in transition altitude have been creating some issues for example.
Revision of CAP382

Along with the revisions to CAP382, the mandatory occurrence reporting scheme is a statement from the Chief Executive of the CAA on the ‘just culture’ operated by the CAA. Basically this states that unless you go out of your way to do something reckless, the CAA is unlikely to prosecute a pilot. The objective in the future is to learn from others mistakes to improve things for the future. Go to: http://www.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP382.PDF for the full document.
Revision of CAP 413 part 3 Radio Telephony for GA Pilots

This is a very good example of how an electronic ‘document’ can be used to both regulate and assist pilots. Within the document are embedded audio examples for pilots to learn the correct language for a variety of situations. There are a few differences to the way you may have been taught and I recommend this to all pilots. Please go to: http://www.caa.co.uk/application.aspx?catid=33&pagetype=65&appid=11&mode=detail&id=3749 and note that this a 9.1 mb file for downloading.
Lyneham Closure

Most are aware that Lyneham is due to close later this year. This means that as from October 1st the Class D airspace and the associated reporting points will be deleted. Remember this is only after the 1st of October 2011.

What will happen to the base? Two plans I have heard are that the Army will move in, rather like they have done at RAF Abingdon, now Dalton Barracks. The other plan put forward by Eddy Shah is for the site to be a leisure facility, industrial site and thousands more houses! The loss of such a superb airfield will be fought by the GAAC if that plan is put forward.
Wind Turbines for Caernarfon

This may surprise you but the owners of the airfield have applied, and received planning permission for up to 14 wind turbines on the airfield. These will be constructed on the intersection of the two runways 32/15 and 02/20. Flying is expected to continue on runway 08/26 and it will be interesting to see if a cross wind from the turbines affects aircraft attempting to land. There is also a plan to construct a turbine at Manchester airport and that will be watched with interest.
What next after AWARE?

I reported in a previous issue of the newsletter that NATS were working on a flight planning tool to complement their interest in reducing airspace infringements. This was to be called “Prepare” but that cannot be used as AirBox have registered the name. The tool has been produced and is called “SkyDemon Light” and this can be found at: www.SkyDemonLight.com. This is the first of its kind, and the first product to be awarded NATS’ compliance mark for pre-flight planning. This mark indicates that the product complies with functionality set out by NATS to enhance GA flight safety:

• Simple user interface

• Free at point of use

• Graphical NOTAM depiction
• Generates alerts when a planned route interacts with controlled or restricted airspace

• Generates basic Pilot’s Log

• Comprehensive VFR database

As Jonathan Smith the NATS Infringement lead says “Pre-flight planning is one of the most important steps to safe GA flight. The NATS compliance mark indicates our belief that pre-flight planning tools such as ‘SkyDemon Light’ will deliver concrete safety benefits by making pre-flight planning simple, free to access and visually engaging. I would encourage all pilots to do pre-flight briefing, and ‘SkyDemon Light’ makes it easier than ever to take this crucial safety precaution.”

SkyDemon Light’s intuitive interface makes choosing a route as simple as a few clicks on the VFR chart. Interaction with controlled airspace and hazardous areas is clearly indicated and, when required, a route can be easily dragged to avoid confliction or complex airspace.

Recognizing the clear desire among the GA community for graphical NOTAM depictions, ‘SkyDemon Light’ features NOTAM information drawn from the same European Aeronautical Information System Database that AIS uses, clearly displayed on the chart. This information is supported by a comprehensive, textual Narrow Route Brief containing all the relevant NOTAM information for a planned route. Routes can be saved and reloaded, and used in other software packages in GPX format. “SkyDemon Light’ offers a free, single source for pre-flight briefing information that is easy to interpret and intuitive to use. Our aim is to help pilots prepare for their flight by keeping in mind potential hazards while still on the ground. This will help reduce airspace infringements while enhancing the safety and the enjoyment of flying.”
Olympic Games 2012 - Airspace Restrictions

I would expect most of you to know something about these proposed restrictions, which are planned to run from the 13th July to the 12th September 2012. There will be a prohibited zone, generally the same as the current London TMA and London City but extending over the Olympic village site. Only security cleared IFR traffic will be allowed into this area. The Restricted zone was described by the Secretary of State as a 60 nm diameter circle centred on the Olympic Village; however this was changed by the CAA to be the area enclosed by the IFR airways lines on the 1:500,000 charts as they thought these lines are already there and pilots know of them. To fly within the restricted zone a pilot needs to comply with a serious set of requirements. These include filing a flight plan using AFPEx or AFTN between 24 and 2 hrs before take-off and follow it. Receive an acceptance message and approval number to the flight plan. Establish 2 way RT with appropriate control agency quoting the approval number. Squawk and maintain discrete transponder code as allocated by the control authority. Receive an ATC service and comply with ATC instructions (this in spite of it being a Basic Service!) Circuit flying is permitted as long as a discrete transponder code is transmitted.

This all means you need both radio and a transponder and can use AFPEx or AFTN and can navigate very accurately! This also applies to gliders, which would be fun! As you can guess, the LAA, BGA, BMAA in conjunction with the General Aviation Alliance, plus AOPA and other organisations are in discussions with the Home Office over these proposals. Remember that it is the Home Office that is asking for the restrictions and not the CAA or NATS.

Places to go & things to do

30th April – Skittles & Steaks, Red Lion, Islip; contact Colin Hughes for details. £15 per head.
11th May – Paul Fowler, Oxford Sqn Spitfires

14th May – Branch Fly-in, Enstone; Contact Dave Brooks for more information. Come by air or surface – suggested donation to a charity of £5 per car.

TBA June – Dinner, Oxford Greyhound Stadium; contact Colin Hughes for more information.
5th June – “Bold Eagles” Oxford Branch fly-in to Hinton-in-the-Hedges; contact Pete Smoothy.
8th June – Rob Millinship, flying stories from a home builder and pilot of unusual aircraft.

18th June - LAA Party in the Park, Old Warden

26th June - VAC / LAA Vintage home built aircraft Rally at Leicester Airport.

13th July – LAA Oxford Branch BBQ; contact Barbara Rose for tickets

10th August - Irv Lee, Fly-on-Track
2nd, 3rd & 4th September - LAA Rally, Sywell

11th Sept – Narrow Boat Jolly; contact Dave Brooks for more information – 10 people per boat.
18th September - Turweston Wings & Wheels

26 - 27th November - Flying Show, NEC

Committee
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Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill, Oxford, OX1 5DP. Tel: 01865 326326; www.foxcombelodge.com 
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