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Social and surface events organiser

Colin Hughes,

Aerial events organiser
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If you have any comments or requests, don’t hesitate to speak to one of us at any of the meetings. Any items for the newsletters or web site will also be appreciated.

My e mail address is johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 

Meeting Location

The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month at the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill, Oxford. The next meeting will be on the 10th October 2007 at 1930 hours.

The PFA will become the LAA on January 1st 2008
By now you should all have read about the change of the Association’s name from the Popular Flying Association to the Light Aircraft Association (LAA). The change has been brought about by a number of factors not least of which are the developments from Europe with the introduction of the Light Aircraft Pilots Licence (LAPL), the European Light Aircraft category (ELA) and the development of smaller, three axis aircraft from Eastern Europe. The issue came up after a comment at the NC meeting regarding the names of the sub-divisions of the association as being unsuitable for today’s public and someone said never mind the struts, what about the name of the Association! The timing was of necessity very short as once the decision had been made by the EC, prompted by the NC and the full agreement of both committees had to be ratified by the AGM on the 1st September, which was passed with a nearly complete majority. Due process had been fully followed as the membership has their voice through their Strut representatives on the National Council and they voted overwhelmingly in favour of the change and agreed to the proposed new name.
This is only the start; the opportunity now has to be taken to take the LAA into a new future with greater influence across Europe! You can expect some major changes in the near future as to how the association is run.

Note that the name and organisation of the Struts will be next to be debated.

Young Aviators – Flying the Young Carers; 070902
Well done to Barbara Rose, Peter Anthony, Ann Smoothy, Dick Tolley, Brian Lamb, Like Mandeville and Mauren Hughes; pilots Andrew Bourne, James Bradley-Hudson, Mark Albery, Neil Plumb, Paul Mitchell, Colin Hughes, Graham Horne, Pete Smoothy, Pat Pearse & Chris Palfreyman who worked hard to make the day such a great success. Both ITV’s Thames Valley Today and the Oxford Mail came along to record the happy scenes. Over 40 young carers were flown as well as 9 of the guardians and parents who arrived with them.

Our thanks must also go to all the staff at Oxford Airport and especially Jim deSalis, the crew up in the control tower and to the management for allowing us to operate so effectively from the airport. We also need to thank the team with the burger van for providing those essential items the young people – of all ages – really looked forward to. For those who didn’t get to taste Brian Lamb’s superb fruit cake, well, you missed a treat and Barbara had some wonderful little chocolate cakes reserved for special people!
For a change, the weather almost behaved although the rather brisk cross wind did challenge the pilots. To give an idea of the strength of the wind, the burger van tried to take flight a couple of times!
Barbara had planned the arrival of the Young Carers in stages to prevent them having to wait too long for a flight. The pilots had been briefed by Pete Smoothy on the operational aspects and the proposed course to fly. Many of the young people had a go at learning the ICAO phonetic alphabet and diagrams of the parts of an aeroplane were also available. After the flights, Peter Anthony had beavered away in a side office on his computer to produce the certificates ready for the pilot to sign and present to their excited young passengers. “Goody” bags from the PFA HQ were handed out and many of the young people took the opportunity to buy a burger from the van.
It was very unlucky for the Cirrus team to have a puncture in the starboard tyre as it curtailed their flying for the rest of the day. Although the Tecnam also suffered a minor incident with the loss of its starboard wheel spat, the aircraft could continue to fly youngsters. The day proved to be fun and safe for all, just as it should be.

The photographs following should give an idea of the day’s activities.
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The Office! Barbara Rose in control of operations and paperwork
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Andrew Bourne in the Piper Arrow, ready to fly with another group of happy Young Carers.
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Pete Smoothy with a load of carers in his Robin DR400[image: image4.jpg]



Paul Mitchell with passenger in his kit built Tecnam Sierra.
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Two young carers pose for the Oxford Mail photographer on the wing of the Cirrus SR20
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Two young carers and Pete & crew posing for the Oxford Mail photographer
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Colin Hughes ready for taxiing in his Jodel D119

Report on the August meeting

Thames Valley & Chiltern Air Ambulance (TVAC)
How often have you seen the Air Ambulance either on TV at some major incident or flying overhead and wondered how they operate? Last month’s speaker, Rikk Goble provided the answer in his comprehensive talk. Rikk has been the Oxfordshire area co-ordinator for the last 5 years and gives around 60 to 70 hours per month of his time for free to this cause. He is also a fully qualified Emergency Medical Technician.
You may find it surprising that the Air Ambulances are not financed from any government funding but operate as trusts around the country; there are at present 19 of these trusts. The TVAC operate 7 days a week but not at night – yet, and has been running since 1999.

Some Air Ambulance aircraft can be seen with the AA logo on their sides, this is because the AA agreed to sponsor 5 Air Ambulances for their first year of operations, 50% for the second year but nothing for the third year in order to get them up and running. The current machine is a Bolkow BO 105 DBS and over 30 years old! The team are awaiting delivery of a new Eurocopter 135, which will extend the capabilities to night as well as having better equipment. There is also an NHS badge on the side but the machines are not funded from the NHS at all. The medical team comprises of 6 paramedics who operate on shifts.

The machines were based at White Waltham but have now moved to Benson alongside the Police helicopters with one of the main reasons being a saving of over £6000 in fuel costs alone. Bond Helicopters look after the machines on the RAF site.

The operational area covers approximately 3,000 square miles although this can be exceeded for special circumstances. Locating the incidents is accomplished using maps, GPS or cell phone locator and the extremities can be reached in around 15 minutes with only 2 minutes required from the call to being airborne!. Operations extend from Northampton to Swindon to Slough and Basingstoke, quite an area to look after. An example of how they extended the operations was after the London bombings when doctors, surgeons and other specialists were ferried from Oxford to London. Many people will have heard of the golden hour which recognises the fact that the patient has a greater chance of recovery if specialist treatment can be obtained within this time; the helicopter is an essential tool in achieving this. Not only is the patient carried smoothly and quickly from the scene of the incident to the best specialist hospital but the on board paramedics can also be working on the patient during the flight. It may not come as a surprise to know that Road Traffic accounts for the greatest number of incidents at 40% with 13% being Horse Riding, 7% medical emergencies, sporting injuries 10%, falls 8%, chest pains 5%, works and farming 5% and cardiac arrest 2%. When these incidents occur out in the countryside the helicopter may be the only practical way of accessing the patient and there are no hold ups from traffic congestion. These machines cost £1.4 million to lease and only 7p / £ goes for administration. If you feel like giving more or reading about the operations, go to www.airambulancetvac.org . The group made affine donation at the end of the evening of £152; a superb effort for a very deserving cause.
This time our thanks go to not only Rikk for his excellent talk but also to all his colleagues operating the Air Ambulance machines all over the country.

[image: image8.jpg]



Oxford Group Chairman, Pete Smoothy handing over the cheque to Rikk Goble.

Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.oxfordpfa.co.uk and moderated by myself. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply me with articles and photographs as soon as possible to johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 

GASCo Seminars

Have you visited the GASCo website? This is a very friendly and useful source of information, go and look when you get home its on www.gasco.org.uk and while you are there, book your place on the seminars planned for this year. The “Stall / Spin” seminar is just down the road at Oxford Airport. They only cost £25 & £20 respectively and are excellent value with lunch in the price for the Oxford event.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!)
16th September – VAC Vintage & Classic Day, Turweston

29th September – GASCo Stall-Spin Seminar, Oxford Aviation

10th October – PFA Oxford Group meeting; Flying the Airbus

14th November – Andy Draper; PFA Engineering
1st – 2nd December – Airsports Show, NEC, Birmingham

12th December – PFA Oxford Group meeting; Quiz – Barbara Rose & Tom Wenham
