

Newsletter for May 2007

The committee:-

Chairman
Peter Smoothy,


Secretary
Barbara Rose,

Treasurer
Dick Tolley, 


Strut Calendar
John Bean

Social and surface events organiser

Colin Hughes,

Aerial events organiser

John Siertsema,

PR, Safety Officer, PFA NC rep’, newsletter & web moderator
John Broad.

If you have any comments or requests, don’t hesitate to speak to one of us at any of the meetings. Any items for the newsletters or web site will also be appreciated.

My e mail address is johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 

Meeting Location

The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month at the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill, Oxford. The next meeting will be on the 13th June 2007 at 1930 hours.

April meeting
In spite of the best efforts of those present, the technology beat us as we were unable to get the pictures of George Simoni’s India talk to be read by any of the laptop computers available! George will reschedule his talk for another meeting.

Sywell Revival PFA Regional Rally – 5th & 6th May
Although the weather tried hard to prevent people from flying into this, the first of the PFA Regional events, those who did make it had a very pleasant time. I flew in with my colleague Alan Biggs in the old Aeronca Champion on the Saturday to add this vintage machine to those already lined up in front of the art deco restaurant.
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The aim of trying to achieve a revival of the early PFA Rallies held on this airfield were nicely accomplished with examples of both factory built vintage and classic machines as well as many home built aircraft. Walking along the lines of parked aircraft also showed the advances in technology and materials with many new examples of homebuilt plastic machines powered by some really small but powerful engines.

Visitors had the opportunity to eat in the main restaurant in the art deco building or have some really good value and well cooked snacks from the “pilots nest” behind the control tower. The cook and staff worked really hard to please the continuous line of pilots and visitors who kept arriving through the day. In the evening there was a barbecue but we unfortunately couldn’t stay for that.
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Stuart Luck was in attendance with the youth and education strut “build-a-plane” project machine and spent all day showing young people around the aircraft. “Build-a-plane 2” is now underway in Devon and should be flying early next year. A great way to get youngsters involved in aviation. In one of the hangars a range of stalls were set out to present the Youth & Education Strut equipment available to struts, PFA merchandise and various book and model stalls.

I think Alan Jackson and his team of helpers did an excellent job of organising this event. Thanks must also go to Mr Mike Bletsoe-Brown for allowing the event to be staged on the airfield.

Abingdon Fayre – 6th May
This local event is always well supported by crowds of people and many different types of vehicles and aircraft on display. This year the weather forecast was luckily wrong as the continuous rain originally expected stayed away until the Monday although the wind remained quite strong at around 16 knots across the runway! Quite a few private aircraft managed to fly in ranging from the Tiger Moth to a Yak 52 with a Brantley helicopter making up the rotary wing section.

The flying display included a very smooth flight of the 2 seat Hawker Hunter, a couple of Shorts Tucano, a very spirited display of the huge Chinook, the magnificent P51 Mustang and some wild aerobatics. In the static park could be seen examples of the early Jet Provost and alongside, the final version in the form of the Strikemaster. One man from the military vehicle display discovered that his Willys Jeep was built in the same year as the superb example of the Douglas Dakota and obtained some very authentic photographs of the two machines parked together. Pleasure flights were flown in the Scottish Aviation Twin Pioneer, which came from Atlantic Airlines.
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Out on the field could be seen examples of many classic and very unusual cars along with displays of Police vehicles through the ages and some lovely old Fire engines. Stands selling everything from models to bric-a-brac and lots of good food seemed to be doing good trade. I tried to find out from the Vulcan to the Sky stand when the machine would be likely to fly but they didn’t really know. The best guess is around the end of June or beginning of July; I want to see this magnificent bomber back in the air!

PFA National Council
The sub 115kg category of light aircraft has been authorised by the CAA and a competition to design an aircraft to meet this requirement has been instigated by the PFA. See Popular Flying magazine and the website for more details.

With greater recognition that all light aircraft organisations should be working together, there have been informal discussions with the BMAA to this end.

There is to be a new Light Sport Aircraft (LSA) category of below 890kgs.

Struts have been asked to make contact with any local Air traffic Controllers to request visits to their centres and to invite them to the struts.

The proposed European boundaries have been taken up by the UK Government as only using certain airfields which will create real problems to GA pilots. The government have been informed of the potential problems and we await the results with interest.

The NPPL is now 3 years old and is currently being reviewed. Looking to the future we can expect EASA to evolve a European version in the near future.

An experimental category of aircraft is being proposed to EASA and the DfT who both appear to be interested in how this can be achieved. A paper is being written using the Canadian & Australian versions as good examples of how to cover this subject safely.

Membership of the Association currently stands at just below 8,000. The Association needs new members and especially younger ones. The Devon Strut allows young people to buy in for £6 instead of £12 with them claiming back £5 for a new member from the PFA making an actual cost only £1 to the strut.

EASA has redefined Annex II, which has opened up the chance for many more machines to be on a PFA permit and has eliminated most of the anomalies from the previous list.

EPFA engineering are currently evaluating 21 new designs of aircraft.

The fuel tax debate on both Avgas & Avtur to comply with the European common taxation policy is continuing with regular meetings at the Treasury.

The regional Rallies are progressing well (see report on the Sywell Revival) with the Wick event being next on May 26th & 27th. Hucknall will be a larger event with an air show.

An educational Trust is in the process of being set up to cover items such as the Build-a-Plane projects and some financing of Young Aviators days and equipment.

The PFA has at long last hired a Public Relations Officer to overcome the deficiencies of the Associations lack of public knowledge. He starts immediately!

Devon Strut held a very successful “Fly a Teacher & Pupil” day last weekend.

There is a suggestion that the name “Strut” may be changed to “Branch” in future? The Oxford Group and the Swindon Flyers have already changed from “Strut” as you know.

Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.oxfordpfa.co.uk and moderated by myself. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply me with articles and photographs as soon as possible to johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!)
12th – 13th May – National Young Aviators Day; Contact Swindon Flyers to help out

19th May – Evening Social event; location to be announced

26th – 27th May – PFA Northern Lights Regional Rally, Wick; & yes, everyone is going!!

8th – 10th June – Aero-Expo; Sunday is PFA day; Wycombe Air Park

13th June – Aerodynamics made easy – Martin Oldfield

1st July – Shuttleworth PFA Day

11th July – Barbecue

8th August – GASCo weather seminar, Farnborough

8th August – Thames Valley Air Ambulance trust.

12th September – Andy Draper, PFA Engineering

16th September – VAC Vintage & Classic Day, Turweston

29th September – GASCo Stall-Spin Seminar, Oxford Aviation

8th October – GASCo Human Factors Seminar & visit to the WW2 bunker, Uxbridge

10th October – Flying the Airbus

14th November – Round the World in a Homebuilt – Manuel Queiroz

1st – 2nd December – Airsports Show, NEC, Birmingham

12th December – Quiz; Barbara Rose & Tom Wenham
