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Barbara Rose,
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John Bean
Social and surface events organiser

Colin Hughes,

Aerial events organiser

John Siertsema,

PR, Safety Officer, PFA NC rep’ and newsletter
John Broad.

If you have any comments or requests, don’t hesitate to speak to one of us at any of the meetings. Any items for the newsletters or web site will also be appreciated.
My e mail address is johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 

Meeting Location

The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month at the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill, Oxford. The next meeting is on the 11th April 2007 at 1930 hours.
Presentation to the treasurer

Before the February speaker there was a short presentation to our esteemed treasurer by Rob Stobo of a wooden cigar box. After Dick Tolley’s protestations at the AGM that his cardboard chocolate box, which he uses as his treasurers file and safe, was getting rather tatty, the committee decided to provide a replacement. Rob claimed that he had great difficulty in smoking all the cigars in time to present Dick with the empty box! Dick still complained that what he really wanted was another cardboard chocolate box – preferably still full of chocolates! It was noticed that the cigar box was in the rough shape of a coffin but comments from the floor that it wasn’t big enough were not appreciated by Dick!

February speaker report
Just down the hill from the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel is the aerodrome now known as Dalton Barracks, the name changed when the Army took over from the RAF in 1992.

Mr Alan Bovington-Cox gave a very interesting illustrated talk on the story of the aerodrome and the aircraft based there at the February meeting.

Alan lived at Thatcham during the era when Greenham Common airbase was being constructed but moved to Abingdon in 1968. Unlike many people, the idea of living on the edge of an active airfield was a big plus point in his decision to purchase the property.

Back in 1925, the field which was to become RAF Abingdon was allocated just to the NW of the town and on September 1st 1932 the airfield opened with just 4 officers and a handful of men as a Bomber Command Training station. Work continued developing the site and 4 ‘A’ type hangars were constructed. By 1942 a further ‘C’ type hangar was built.

Alan had an interesting slide showing the view the German reconnaissance flights had produced identifying what they thought were the flak units and the hangars. At that time airfields were using a system of camouflage which made the airfield look like a group of farm fields but this obviously did not fool the Germans.

Another interesting feature which could be seen on the photograph is the line of the defensive tank trap which extended all the way across the country. I certainly had never heard of this before. The two hard runways of 4, 800 and 6, 600 feet, were laid down in 1943. Aircraft based on the aerodrome in the early years were Fairy Gordon and Hawker Hind biplanes, Armstrong Siddeley Whitleys and on up to North American Harvards, Avro Yorks and then the Blackburn Beverley.

The aerodrome became the No. 1 Parachute Training School with the Beverley doing stalwart service backed up by the Handley Page Hastings. Alan had some great opportunities to get photographs of the aircraft as he walked his dog around the area by “Sleepy Hollow”. There is an area of the site which is a nature reserve run by BBONT and within this is one of the old pill boxes. When the base became a maintenance unit for the Jaguars and Blackburn Buccaneer aircraft, many could be seen either carrying out engine tests or lining up for take-off to test fly the machines. On completion they would be flown back to their operational bases. The rather sad sight of 9 Nimrod AEW3 airborne early warning aircraft stored around the airfield minus their engines was only made worse by the decision to break them up for spares and scrap! In 1984 a Vulcan bomber arrived and was used statically for some of the displays which took place over the years but this machine was also broken up for scrap in 1997 although the nose section has been preserved at Bournemouth. At one stage there were 11 VC10 aircraft stored, again minus engines. It was thought that some of these may be used for conversion to tankers and attempts were made to protect them. Covering them in some form of grease proved a bad idea as it took ages to try and remove this! Eventually 5 were converted and the rest were broken up for spares and scrap. Interestingly, there were only 4 engines for these aircraft and they were installed in one aircraft for ferrying to Filton, removed and transported back to enable the next aircraft to fly.

Another interesting (to Rover employees that is) arrival was the HS 146 bringing in the top men from BAe during the time that BAe owned Rover.

When the aerodrome had an air show a good assortment of machines arrived including the Lightning, Phantom, Short Belfast, Britannia and Comet 4.

During the period of the 1970’s to 80’s, the London and Oxford University Air Squadrons were based on the site flying DH Chipmunks and the noisy Buldogs.

In August 1993 over a period of 2 weeks a huge operation called ‘Roaring Lion’ took place with over 20 C130 Hercules supported by Chinook, Puma and Scout helicopters which were temporarily based on the aerodrome. They flew day and night sorties dropping around 4000 parachutists onto Salisbury Plain.

There used to be a Hawker Hunter F5 as a gate guardian in 1992 but this has now been moved to Essex. Why is it now called Dalton Barracks? Well Dalton won the VC in the Zulu wars.
Just for information, the next Abingdon Fayre is planned for Sunday May 6th.

PFA National Council Report
The report from both the Chairman, Roger Hopkinson and the CEO, Graham Neby showed just how hard they are working to ensure General Aviation in the UK is as good as it can be. They, and the members of the Executive Committee have been involved in numerous discussions with the CAA, DfT, NATS, Treasury and of course EASA. The good news is that positive results are forthcoming with the CAA being positive about General Aviation and even the new Minister of State for air, Gillian Merrow wanting to know more. The plan is to fly her to one of the Regional Rallies to show her what GA is all about. With a huge amount of airspace changes currently being posed and the requirement for public consultation, we have a golden opportunity to have an influence. If you wish to be involved with trying to reduce the controlled airspace around our area please contact John Brady at john.brady@pfa.org.uk.

One instruction now being given is to not turn off your transponder when in the circuit of an airfield. If we all did this it may show how impossible Mode S would be! The CAA have also asked pilots who have Mode C transponders to use mode C at all times to reduce the chances of infringing controlled airspace. They have said that if you are flying under controlled airspace but not talking to the airport concerned without the height information you may be construed as flying within it. They have also said they are trying to learn from infringements and not to prosecute unless blatant action by the pilot was taken.

In the engineering area the problem of Annex 2 aircraft may be reducing due to a redefining of the definition which could reduce the number of aircraft affected to around 46, most of which are already on the permit system.

One amazing development is the tentative discussions with the CAA to suggest an ‘Experimental’ category of light aircraft. Surprisingly the CAA are in favour and told the PFA to compile a definition for discussion. The hope is that this category could stimulate the light aircraft industry in the UK. If you fancy being a designer there is a competition being run by the PFA for a design of machine to suit the new sub 115kg category; see Popular Flying for more details. The engineering department are trying to clear 21 new types for home build; one of these is electric powered! The engineering website is now really good and should be checked frequently.

The regional rally planning is progressing well with the biggest probably being at Hucknall on the weekend of June 23rd & 24th. The Northern Lights Rally is proving very popular as everyone seems to want to fly up to the top of Scotland over the weekend of May 26th & 27th. Maybe another flyout for John Siertsema?

The Young Aviators certificates have been reprinted but with the president, Air Marshall Sir John Allison as the signatory.

Finally, there is a new discussion on whether the name of the Struts should be changed to ‘Branch’? What do you think? Please let me know. The Oxford Group has already decided that the word ‘Strut’ is awkward and changed it to ‘Group’.

PFA Website

PFA website – please log onto www.pfa.org.uk to keep up to date with the latest information on what the PFA is doing for the General Aviation world. You are a member aren’t you? If not, please consider joining. Please note that Junior Membership is only £12 and we should be trying to promote youngsters into General Aviation.
Do you have a PFA Credit Card? Order yours now as the PFA receive £10 for every applicant!
Forthcoming Events?

Our social secretary, Colin Hughes is planning another evening meal at a suitable eating establishment; more details to follow.

He is also considering a range of exciting ideas for some evening events. If you fancy becoming the Oxford champion at Go-Karting or trying your evasion skills at paint balling then please talk to Colin. He is also looking for any suitable suggestions from you, the member as to any other activity you think the group would enjoy. Just let him know and he will organise the rest.

John Siertsema will be informing everyone of group flying events which people may wish to join in with. He will let the group know where people will be flying to and anyone can join in as they wish. One event being planned is to Quiberon, a superb beach side airfield with excellent low approaches over the sunbathers! Just the pilot needs to keep their eyes on the task in hand, everyone else can ogle as they desire!

The Great Vintage Flying Weekend is an excuse to meet in the food tent and this year it will be held at Hullavington from 18th to the 20th May.

Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.oxfordpfa.flyer.co.uk run by John Siertsema. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply John with articles and photographs as soon as possible to john.siertsema@btinternet.com 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!)

11th April – George Simoni; Flying Experiences in India

May 6th – Abingdon Fayre

May 6th – PFA Sywell Revival Regional Rally
9th May – Confessions of homebuilders; John Siertsema & Dudley Pattison
26th May – PFA Northern Lights Regional Rally, Wick; & yes, everyone is going!!
13th June – Martin Oldfield

11th July – Barbecue

8th August – Air Ambulance (to be confirmed)

12th September – Andy Draper, PFA Engineering

10th October – Flying the Airbus

14th November – Round the World in a Homebuilt; Manuel Querioz

12th December – Quiz; Barbara Rose & Tom Wenham

