PFA AGM – RR at Hucknall – 2nd September
You will be able to read a 
Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.oxfordpfa.flyer.co.uk run by John Siertsema. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply John with articles and photographs as soon as possible to john.siertsema@btinternet.com 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!)
November 8th
Tricia Nelmes – BWPA – Women in aviation.

December 13th 
Group Quiz.


Newsletter for October 2006
The committee:-

Chairman
Peter Smoothy,


Secretary
Barbara Rose,

Treasurer
Dick Tolley, 


Strut Calendar
John Bean
Social and surface events organiser

Colin Hughes,

Website and aerial events organiser

John Siertsema,

PR, Safety Officer, PFA NC rep’ and newsletter
John Broad.
If you have any comments or requests, don’t hesitate to speak to one of us at any of the meetings. Any items for the newsletters or web site will also be appreciated. My e mail address is johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 
Meeting Location

The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month at the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill, Oxford. Next meeting is on the 8th November at 1930 hours. 
Report on the September meeting
Most people would have thought they had a full life working on one major project in one of the large aircraft company’s but Dick Stratton seems to have had many lifetimes of challenging projects and his talk gave just a glimpse of some of his fascinating work.
Way back in 1937, Dick was working in Birkenhead overhauling Avro Ansons and then transferred as a flight engineer at St Athan followed by a transfer to Scotland to work on the Sunderland flying boat. He certainly got around the country as he then had to go to Pembroke docks to train as an air gunner! Whilst there he was asked by Joe Lancaster to go and work on the Isle of Wight for Saunders Roe working on the Southampton flying boat initially but soon after on the Princess.
BOAC after the war had a requirement for an aircraft capable of crossing the Atlantic at 35000 feet and duration of 10 hours and Saunders Roe produced the Princess Flying boat to meet the requirement. It was planned to be powered by 10 Proteus Mk 2 turboprops producing 3500 hp each but the engines delivered were de-rated to 2500 hp making an immediate shortfall of 10000 hp for the aircraft.
3 hulls were constructed in 1952 but they only had enough engines for one aircraft!

To prove out the, at the time, revolutionary electro-hydraulic powered flying control system a military spec’ Sunderland was modified to have the control system installed.

The Princess was to have been a major advance in passenger travel with its two decks and two sets of staircases, fully pressurised to fly above the weather and fitted with a Smiths electric autopilot. One problem identified during the test runs on the water was that the propeller blades bent forwards as the water hit them. After having them straightened the same thing happened again but this time they ignored the bent blades and kept flying! The flight engineer had 98 engine instruments to monitor and he also controlled the throttles; or as Dick amusingly put it, the captain moved his throttle levers forward to tell the flight engineer he wanted more power but it was the flight engineer who actually opened up the engines!

Before its demise it was test flown with the full 14,500 gallons of fuel up to its service ceiling of 35000 feet. What graceful flying may have occurred if the project had not been cancelled but with higher performance land based aircraft and bigger airports being built the days of the flying boat were numbered!
Dick then transferred to working on the SR53 interceptor programme based at Boscombe Down. This fantastic machine was designed to take off and climb to 60,000 feet in 3.5 minutes with a pair of Firestreak missiles to intercept the perceived threat of Russian bombers arriving over the North Sea.
The design also incorporated a single Viper jet of 1600lbs thrust as the pilots didn’t trust the rocket and didn’t like the idea of a deadstick landing when the rocket fuel ran out! The Sprite rocket engine burnt 640 gallons of Peroxide (H2O2) in about 7.5 minutes producing 7,200 lbs of thrust. They never had any accidents with the fuel and ensured everyone wore natural “woolly pulleys” as they only smouldered if the fuel got onto the material.
The aircraft had a “T” tail, which could get the aircraft into a deep stall but they fitted angled marine assault rockets to the rear of the fuselage to produce the required pitch down if necessary.

Saunders Roe were then bought by Westland and the project would not continue. If the interceptor principle had been allowed to continue it may have evolved into the SR177 with in flight refuelling and power from a reheated Gyron jet. The Bloodhound surface to air missile became operational and Duncan Sandys made the statement that manned fighters would no longer be required – cancelling the project!

Being generally surplus, Dick joined the helicopter group back at Eastleigh where they developed the first turbine powered helicopter, a Skeeter. This evolved into the Saunders Roe Scout with wooden rotor blades at first as no metal ones were available in the UK. Later they fitted metal blades obtained from the USA. They also developed an emergency system to provide extra power if required by feeding peroxide power to the rotor tips.
Dick was not finished with the range of different types of flight though as he then went on to work for Hovertravel on the hovercraft projects including using the SN6’s in Montreal.

Hi life is still with engineering as he is a PFA inspector and can often be found delving into the insides of machines at Bicester.

We know that he just skimmed over a small part of his incredible range of experiences but he certainly kept the audience entranced with his stories of the huge leaps in technology he was involved in during his time with Saunders Roe.

Just one little item Dick mentioned at the end of the evening was the little known fact that the Americans paid Saunders Roe $50000 to build a nuclear powered version of the Princess Flying Boat. All completely feasible and most of the details had been worked out before the whole project was cancelled!
National Council Meeting 16th September.
PFA Website: as this is now back under the control of the PFA HQ at Turweston, please have a look at the information now provided.

There is a general request for ay photographs of PFA type machines, if your is on a permit and I’m sure you have lots of lovely photographs, please send a copy of the best to Penny Sharp.

The Mode S debate will be continuing for many months to come. Generally the PFA opinion is that the whole idea has not been fully thought through and that even if fitted the devices would do little to improve safety to GA with a great expense required from the GA sector.
If you travel to Europe in your aircraft be prepared to be security checked!

Pilot Coaching Scheme – how many of you have used the scheme? If not, why not!

You will have read the news that the PFA has a new president – Sir John Alison. He is also president of Europe Air Sports which means he has a large influence on the work currently happening across Europe.

Grants are available to help with the running of many of the events organised by the struts, especially any educational or young Aviator days. Last year a few struts managed to obtain the money and there is no reason why more should not also benefit.

A complete range of Sub Committees are now in place to run the PFA, these are:

Events, Education and Activities, Strategy (Governance & Strategy of the PFA), Consultation & Lobbying (IAOPA, Europe Airsports, GA Alliance, etc), Finance (Bob Littlegate has volunteered his services as a qualified accountant to look after this – he has volunteered as a PFA member), Engineering (Barry Plumb), Marketing (James Tannock), Safety – including Pilot Coaching (John Broad) and Human Resources to look after the permanent staff.
