Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.oxfordpfa.flyer.co.uk run by John Siertsema. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply John with articles and photographs as soon as possible to john.siertsema@btinternet.com 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!)
December 9th 
Vintage Aircraft Club Gathering at Shuttleworth.
December 13th 
Group Quiz.


Newsletter for November 2006
The committee:-

Chairman
Peter Smoothy,


Secretary
Barbara Rose,

Treasurer
Dick Tolley, 


Strut Calendar
John Bean
Social and surface events organiser

Colin Hughes,

Website and aerial events organiser

John Siertsema,

PR, Safety Officer, PFA NC rep’ and newsletter
John Broad.
If you have any comments or requests, don’t hesitate to speak to one of us at any of the meetings. Any items for the newsletters or web site will also be appreciated. My e mail address is johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 
Meeting Location

The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month at the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill, Oxford. Next meeting is on the 13th December at 1930 hours. 
Philip Ansell and Flying with the Aerostars presentation at the October meeting
John Bean introduced our speaker for the evening as the son of a good friend who said he was going to be an airline pilot when he was a little lad but unlike many youngsters, this one actually made it as Philip Ansell is now a training captain on the A300 Airbus!
Philip learnt to fly on the lovely Tiger Moth based at Cambridge he then met a guy building a CASA Jungman, which on completion he flew for some time and also carried out some aerobatics. The opportunity came to buy into a Yak 50 which has a 360 hp, 9 cylinder, radial engine and weighs just 950 kilos giving a good power to weight ratio and a reasonable roll rate of some 260 degrees per second with +9, -6g limitations. One other surprising limitation is a maximum crosswind of just 9 knots! The aircraft was designed for the 1976 aerobatic world championships, which it won, along with the next couple of years. With new types such as the Sukhoi arriving on the Russian training grounds the Yak 50’s were no longer flown. At that time the aircraft were delivered to the flying schools free along with the fuel to enable the pilots to train without any constraints. Consequently, when a new type of aircraft arrived the old ones were just pushed to the back of the hangar! One limitation set at this time of the Cold War was the limited fuel capacity giving a range of around twenty miles, which, with the training bases around twenty-five miles from the border with the West, prevented pilots from “escaping”! The fuel capacity has been increased for the aircraft sold to the west allowing reasonable positioning flight distances at the 45 litres / hr burn rate. This increases to around 60 litres / hr during the aerobatic routine. The aircraft has a reasonably large wingspan somewhat larger than the Extra and considerably more than the Pitts, which makes the aircraft a more distinctive shape in the sky during competition aerobatics. When six aircraft are flown in formation they make an impressive show, especially when displaying along the seafronts.
All the instruments are calibrated in metric apart from the altimeter, which is in feet. Like many of the Russian aircraft designed for operation in a cold climate, compressed air is used for starting, gear and flap operation. The starting system sequentially feeds compressed air to each cylinder with the sparks following up until the engine fires when the normal spark timing takes over. Philip did add though that the engines have been known to start in reverse but he had never tried to back the aircraft up using this error!
Maintenance of the Russian aircraft is covered by Yak UK. The Russians laid down a total airframe time of 300 hrs and the flying schools placed a 50 hour limitation before scrapping! All this could have caused major problems with the CAA but paying $1000 to the Russians produces the right certificates to get the aircraft into the UK. You then spend 2.5 hours taking the wings and tail off to check the spar joints and fork out another £450 for another piece of paper; assuming all is OK.
The undercarriage does not retract fully and the aircraft can be landed wheels up in an emergency. Philip suggested that the technique is to tail slide the aircraft to stop the propeller, use the starter to move the blades to the horizontal and then dead stick land the aircraft! Sounds like a lot of skills there! He did say you could just land anyway as the wooden propeller is fairly brittle and will break up without shock loading the engine.
Before joining the Aerostars in 2000, Philip had flown aerobatics on his own for about 2 to three years. The Aerostars used to be called the Red Stars Racing Team and did demonstration races at air shows but all the races were choreographed with the commentator making up the story to make the race appear realistic.
The team is comprised of 4 airline pilots, 3 business men and 1 policeman with hours of experience ranging from 300 to 11,500; the policeman does fly with the police force but only as an observer.
The team have each year designed a routine which is both interesting for the audience, within their own capabilities and, most of all, safe. They try to design the show around a person in crowd centre as they cannot cover the whole flight line. They work to set rules of no closer than 100 metres from the crowd line and a 1300 foot cloud base. Minimum heights are worked out to suit the airfields. All the displays are prepared by ‘walking’ the routine, looks a little odd but it does allow the pilots to see any potential problems. After the show they always debrief with particular emphasis on any safety issues.
Philip reckoned the best display they had done this year was the ‘Music in the Air’ at Sywell. He reiterated that the main aspect of all the shows is “Keep it Safe”.

