Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.oxfordpfa.flyer.co.uk run by John Siertsema. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply John with articles and photographs as soon as possible to john.siertsema@btinternet.com 

Local Airfields
Turweston – Severe movement limitations imposed and monitored by Aylesbury Vale District Council Planning committee of 60 at weekends and 80 during the week. They also have a peculiar list of banned machine types. The PFA HQ building planning application has been refused and the appeal will take place on March 21st.
Bicester – Although the whole site has a conservation order and many of the buildings are now Grade 2 listed, Defence Estates are still trying to get the mass urban housing development moved from southwest Bicester onto the airfield. The airfield is theoretically up for sale and Defence Estates have an obligation to get the maximum value from the sale; hence the attempt to have housing.
Kidlington – Even though the aircraft movements are considerably less than when the airfield was used for training, any planning application is met with the same cry of how many new movements will the structures requested create? The airfield is in the Oxford Green Belt, which should protect it although the buildings are recognised as a major employer. Organisations like CPRE will always object to any aircraft movements, let alone new ones but will also defend the green grass as it is the Green Belt.
Share available.
If anyone is interested in joining a flying group locally, there is a share in an RV4, based near Wheatley. Contact Peter of the Wiltshire Flyers for more information.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!)
March 8th 
Berlin or Bust in a Lancaster by Lionel Horner.
March 30th 
THURSDAY visit to Benson simulators – Rob Stobo.

April 12th 
General Aviation in the UK by Roger Hopkinson, Chairman PFA.

May 7th 
Young Aviators – Oxford Airport – Fly 60 youngsters.
May 10th 
Builders presentation evening.

May 14th 
Young Aviators – fall back day.

May 26-28th 
Great Vintage Flying Weekend, Keevil.

May 27-28th
Bernay Jodel Club Fly-out.

June 14th 
Tricia Nelmes – BWPA – Women in aviation.

July 12th 
Group Barbecue.

August 18-20th 
PFA Rally, Kemble.
December 13th 
Group Quiz.
Date tba
Didcot Railway – Dick Tolley.


Newsletter for March 2006
The committee:-
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Regular meeting event organiser
John Bean
Social and surface events organiser

Colin Hughes,

Website and aerial events organiser

John Siertsema,

PR, Safety Officer, PFA NC rep’ and newsletter
John Broad.
If you have any comments or requests, don’t hesitate to speak to one of us at any of the meetings. Any items for the newsletters or web site will also be appreciated. My e mail address is johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 
Meeting Location

The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month at the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill, Oxford. Next meeting is on the 8th March at 1930 hours. 
NOTE: Subscriptions are due!

See Dick Tolley before he sees you!

February meeting report.

George Wood was a wireless operator and rear gunner in Hampden Bombers during the war and amazed the assembled group with his ‘matter of fact’ descriptions of life in those dangerous times.
The spring of 1939 found George, aged 18, in 612 Squadron Auxiliary Air Force based at Aberdeen before moving to Dyce as an untrained WOP (Wireless Operator). Formal WOP training took place at Yatesbury for 6 months before a 4 week course on gunnery. The Hampden bomber is unusual in that there was not room for a co-pilot and the navigator had to double up as the reserve in case of problems. The aircraft had upper and lower guns and a bomb load of 2000 lbs with a range of 1000 to 1200 miles at a cruising speed of 165mph. George trained on the Hampdens at Cottesmore before being posted to Scampton with 49 & 83 Squadrons. George was a Sergeant and operated in the lower gun position. The first mission was to have been Manheim but the weather was bad over the target and when they returned, the weather was also bad back at base! They diverted to Tangmere but overran the runway during the landing, wrecking the aircraft and completed the journey by train! One amusing occurrence George related was that the carrier pigeon they carried for emergency communication had been frightened enough to lay an egg!
Another raid near Brest was to drop sea mines along an inlet the French call a ’gillet’. 12 Hamden’s were scheduled for this operation but soon after setting out they flew into cloud. When they cleared the cloud, they found they were on their own but decided to continue to the target. With high ground to each side of the inlet, liberally defended by guns which could fire down into anything venturing along the water, and the attack profile of having to fly at 100 feet to drop the mines, George commented that it all got a bit intense.

George flew to Berlin in the Hampden, which took 8 hours and also flew to Hamburg 6 times in 5 weeks. On one of these trips they were hit by flak and one engine had to be shut down with 300 miles to go. To try and stay in the air as long as possible they threw everything they could overboard but continued to gradually descend. 500 feet over the Channel, 100 feet over the Essex coast before ‘bellying’ in.
George explained that the RAF had a counselling system for those who had such frightening experiences – they all got drunk!

In 1945 they were to fly on a mission to Dusseldorf to drop four 500 lb bombs, using an aircraft made from 3 crashed machines. Soon after take-off they realised that the aircraft would not climb properly and then one engine exploded and the propeller came off! After 2 spins they had to ditch in the Channel. They managed to get aboard the emergency dinghy and prepared for rescue. Unfortunately, their distress signal was not received but they did not realise this. George had the water container used in those days as part of the emergency rations to show us; a hot water bottle! Along with a tin of Horlicks and some chocolate they had to sit it out on one of the hottest few days of the war. After 3 days of seeing other aircraft and attempting to signal to them but with no success they realised that it may be a long time before rescue. Although the flares in the dinghy didn’t work, they did have a mirror. Food, such as it was, and water was severely rationed. They saw a Wellington bomber and tried to signal to it with the mirror but it must have been so depressing to watch it fly away without seeing them.
To pass the time they played a rather bizarre game of getting into the sea and seeing who could stay under the water the longest! During this game one of them felt something, which turned out to be a sea mine – they were in the middle of a minefield! They saw two high speed launches approaching from the east which had to be German ‘E’ boats and they thought they would be captured. The boats turned away though, probably because of the minefield.

With the choppy sea filling the dinghy with sea water, they had to keep baling but the more important situation was that the air was escaping from the tubes and also had to be re-inflated on a regular basis.

On the 6th day they ran out of water but did see three Blenheims although these also did not see them. On the 7th day a Hampden flew over and also failed to spot them.

On the 9th day another Hampden approached from the east and this time they did mange to be seen. The Hampden dropped a Lindholme Dinghy and circled them for a while. Soon after, an air sea rescue launch appeared pulled alongside them. They didn’t have the strength left to get into the launch and had to be lifted in. George understated their condition saying they were just sunburnt and dehydrated but I reckon they must have been in a seriously bad way.
George and the rest of the crew then had to undergo another evening of “counselling”!

George was posted to Upper Heyford to train more crews on the Hampden. He did take part in the 1000 bomber raids which required all the serviceable aircraft from around the country to be used. I hadn’t realised that this included Coastal Command as well as the training units.

George also trained the Americans in the signals being used on operations in Europe. He completed his time in the RAF in Rangoon after 6.5 years of service.
It was an honour to have heard George recounting just a small part of his time in the RAF and we can only thank him for defending the freedom we now enjoy and for allowing us to share his experiences. George is now 86 years old but is as lively as a youngster and a real gentleman.
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