PFA 60th Anniversary Birthday Party – Old Warden 2nd July 2006

What a superb day that was, beautiful blue skies, excellent flying display, superb presentation of PFA type aircraft in the PFA hangar along with the PFA display and a fenced off members area with free soft drinks, tea or coffee. A buffet in the early evening and the ceremonial cutting of the special birthday cake completed the day’s activities.During the afternoon a superb jazz band located in one of the open hangars, fronted by John Stainer, added great music to the party atmosphere.

Altogether a great occasion for both PFA members young and old and a superb presentation to the general public of what the PFA is all about.
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There was talk of more events like this in future years and I would certainly endorse this. If you didn’t go, you missed one of the best events of the year!

Visitors viewing the Staaken Flitzer in the PFA Hangar at Shuttleworth.
Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.oxfordpfa.flyer.co.uk run by John Siertsema. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply John with articles and photographs as soon as possible to john.siertsema@btinternet.com 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!)
July 19th
Didcot Railway – Dick Tolley.
August 9th
Jeremy Davy – Thrust Project
August 18-20th 
PFA Rally, Kemble.
September 13th 
Philip Ansell (to be confirmed)

October 11th 
What I do when I’m not aviating!

November 8th
Tricia Nelmes – BWPA – Women in aviation.

December 13th 
Group Quiz.


Newsletter for July 2006
The committee:-

Chairman
Peter Smoothy,


Secretary
Barbara Rose,

Treasurer
Dick Tolley, 


Strut Calendar
John Bean
Social and surface events organiser

Colin Hughes,

Website and aerial events organiser

John Siertsema,

PR, Safety Officer, PFA NC rep’ and newsletter
John Broad.
If you have any comments or requests, don’t hesitate to speak to one of us at any of the meetings. Any items for the newsletters or web site will also be appreciated. My e mail address is johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 
Meeting Location

The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month at the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill, Oxford. Next meeting is on the 14th July at 1930 hours. 
Report on the June meeting
Introduced by Ted Lay as an ex Easyjet Captain, Digby Mackworth presented a fascinating insight into life flying helicopters in Vietnam in the late 1960’s.
To set the scene though he started with a bit of the history of the politics of the area and particularly how Ho-Chi-Min became involved. Ho spent his early years in France, USA and Russia, where he became interested in the communist ideals although he was a Nationalist. One of his aims was to liberate Vietnam from the French and he formed the group called the Vietnim to wage a guerrilla war during the Second World War against the invading Japanese. When the war ended in 1945, the country became the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.
This wasn’t to last though as part of the Yalta agreement was that states should be given back to the original countries, which in this case was the French. Although the French started to try and take control, the people resisted. The Chinese supported the north and the US trained the south in the use of US weapons. Ho-Chi-Min surrounded the French at Dien Bien Phu and on the 7th May 1954 the French surrendered. The 17th parallel divided the country into the communist north and US supported south as the French pulled out. In 1957 the communists started to move south and both the US and Australia started sending troops to the region in 1965.
Digby emigrated to Australia aged 18 and joined the infantry Armoured Corps driving Centurion tanks. He took a flying course at Point Cook flying the Winjeel and after passing the course he was posted to the Army Helicopter school flying the Bell 47 Sioux. He spent 2 years in Malaysia and then was posted to Vietnam at Nui Dat – Luscombe Field. Unlike the Americans who cleared everything, the Australians camped amongst the trees. He started with area familiarisation flights and the all important use of the radio; it being very important to inform the gunners of the flights to prevent being shot down by your own side! Special Pilatus Turbo Porters full of radio kit listened to the calls from the enemy and these aircraft could be also be fitted with 19 No. 2.75inch rockets in a similar way to the Cobra helicopters and even the Cessna 337 Skymaster. One very interesting device carried in the Sioux was a “sniffer” for measuring the products of combustion typically from camp fires or engines and was flown first thing in the morning before the heat from the sun lifted the air.
The Sioux was also used for target marking but they found it difficult to mark the tunnels of the vietnim until the use of phosphorous bombs dropped into the entrance became the technique. As this was done just before the F100’s were into their dive to attack, getting out of the way became a real challenge! They also used the Sioux for checking the roads and combined this with mail drops to the outlying bases. One other dangerous mission was to fly at night at low level to spot the enemy with lighting from parachute flares. The danger being from the extinguished flares with the parachute above! Digby also flew with the Americans in the military version of the Bell Jet Ranger.
Digby said he had been back to see the country and the people, enjoying both.

We have to thank Digby for a fascinating insight into a small part of his life in an area of the world many of us only heard about via the news media.

PFA National Council – 17th June
Some of this you will be able to read in Popular Flying – you are a member of the PFA aren’t you? If not, join now as General Aviation needs your support.
The search for replacement engineers has partially been resolved with Andy Draper coming from Europa and Nigel Bamber working on a consultancy basis with Maxine Oades in an administrative function.
Mr Carl Thomas, who used to work for the CAA, is assisting with resolving any interface problems between the PFA and the CAA.
The mode S debate continues with every flying machine needing to be equipped by October 2008. The information that General Aviation can start with a clean sheet in the EASA discussions is not quite true as they are looking at the safety records for the various countries to see what may be the best policies to use. Although the UK has had an excellent record this year, this has recently been marred by the fatality of a gyroplane pilot. A small task force is to go back to the basics of what the interface is between the NC & the EC and how work and information can be co-ordinated between the two. Membership of the PFA has gone down by 141 since the beginning of the year and this disastrous reduction in the numbers must be reversed or the facilities we all use in General Aviation will have to increase in cost! The report from the planning inspector on the appeal over the PFA HQ at Turweston has been lost due to a variety of technical planning reasons relating to the whole of Turweston Aerodrome. The inspector felt he could not permit another building on the site without the whole aerodrome being evaluated as one planning unit. EASA is taking a huge amount of time and effort from the staff at Turweston and the EC members involved in the various committees. An interesting fact is that there are 27,212 aircraft on the British register but that only 4% are commercial! EASA has been concentrating on the commercial aspect.
EASA has requested 4 options of a definition for non-complex, non-commercial aircraft under 5700kgs by the end of October ready for the results of consultations. Kit built aircraft are not included as they come under Annex 2. Further work will be carried out for a new group under 750 or maybe 2000kgs in a similar class to the US Light Sport.
Regarding the CAA overzealous checks on insurance, the Dft is telling them to back off.

PFA Credit Cards should be obtained by everyone! The PFA get £10 for each card even if you don’t use it but they get a percentage of each purchase if you do. Get yours now!

The Build a Plane project is continuing to be supported by funding from the EC and the aircraft has appeared at a number of venues over the last few months.
The PFA 60th Anniversary celebrations are progressing well with the Birthday Party at Shuttleworth ready to go (see below). I raised the point with Brian Hope – editor of Popular Flying – as to why the Oxford Groups special event of flying 60 carers and the fantastic Birthday cake produced by Barbara Rose wasn’t in the last two editions of the PFA magazine in spite of me sending him a report with photographs? He didn’t really have any answer other than to say he can’t put everything in! I pushed the point by saying the Oxford Group event wasn’t just any event but our special effort towards the 60th anniversary celebrations and that the group were very upset at not even having a mention of all the work put in by the Oxford members and their friends!
The point was raised that the vintage aircraft seem to be getting less and less of a representation from the PFA and that there should be someone on the EC to cover this? As the current chairman of the VAC, I felt that I had to volunteer! I have therefore put my name forward to become a member of the EC with particular interest in the Vintage aircraft. I also suggested a closer link with the type clubs who represent the vintage machines and will be organising a meeting to discuss the way forward.
Engineering – Barry Plumb; Austers, orphaned by the CAA, owners have voted 43 to 3 for the permit route on a website poll. The number of projects being started is down – 84 last year and 55 this year. The number of first permit issues is also down. EASA definition of Permit to Fly is out to consultation with returns by October. The Restricted C of A needs more work.
Finance – situation is OK as expenditure is down but then so is the membership and also the income to engineering. The planning appeal for the HQ will be expensive but the PFA has applied for costs. The Youth & Education strut has its own finance budget.
Rally – this has been advertised in the aviation press and all the stands are selling well. No air show this year but there will be a special area set aside to show the first types used when the PFA first started in 1946.
An Educational Trust is being investigated by James Tannock. Grants have been obtained by at least two regions and other regions may wish to follow the process used by Jim Gale – Devon Strut – to obtain a grant for their region.
