To cover the members in the southwest the Devon Strut will be running the Rally at Dunkeswell on June 30th.
The final Rally will be in Yorkshire at the “Real Aeroplane” airfield, Breighton.

Young Aviators
As this is still the 60th anniversary year of the PFA, a special effort is planned for each strut or group of struts to fly at least 60 youngsters over one weekend. This is to be publicised across the media with the objective of raising the profile of both General Aviation in the UK and the PFA in particular.
Struts may wish to combine to make the event more easily organised and to provide the local press with a more substantial story. I would hope the Oxford Group can participate in this by offering some flights to some of those very deserving young carers and special needs children.

The dates for this are the weekend of May 12th & 13th.

Forthcoming Events

January 13th – Vintage Aircraft Club Snowball Rally, Bicester.

February 11th – Vintage Aircraft Club Valentine Rally, Connington.
February 14th – Oxford PFA Meeting.

March 10th – VAC Annual Dinner, Littlebury Hotel, Bicester.

March 14th – Oxford PFA Meeting.

April 11th – Oxford PFA Meeting.

April 14th – Vintage Aircraft Club Daffodil Rally, Fenland.

May 6th – Abingdon Fayre, Dalton Barracks.

May 12th & 13th – Young Aviators 60th Weekend.
 May 18th, 19th & 20th – Great Vintage Flying Weekend, Hullavington.

June 8th, 9th & 10th – Aero-Expo, Wycombe Air Park.

June 16th – Air Britain and PFA Fly-in, North Weald.

June 30th & July 1st – VAC Camping weekend, Sandown, IoW.

July 1st – PFA Shuttleworth Air Show.
July 7th & 8th – PFA & Popham fly-in weekend.

July 13th, 14th & 15th – FLY Silverstone.

July 28th & 29th – Silverstone Classic Weekend (Limited Vintage Aircraft attendance).

August 30th – Benson Families Day.

September 16th – VAC Vintage & Classic, hopefully at Turweston but check.

Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.oxfordpfa.flyer.co.uk run by John Siertsema. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply John with articles and photographs as soon as possible to john.siertsema@btinternet.com 
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The committee:-

Chairman
Peter Smoothy,


Secretary
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Treasurer
Dick Tolley, 


Strut Calendar
John Bean
Social and surface events organiser

Colin Hughes,

Website and aerial events organiser

John Siertsema,

PR, Safety Officer, PFA NC rep’ and newsletter
John Broad.
If you have any comments or requests, don’t hesitate to speak to one of us at any of the meetings. Any items for the newsletters or web site will also be appreciated. My e mail address is johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 
Meeting Location

The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month at the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill, Oxford. Next meeting is on the 14th February 2007 at 1930 hours.
Report on the December meeting

Quiz – Barbara Rose & Tom Wenham

Another excellent evening of fun and brain teasing with the general knowledge questions compiled by Barbara Rose and the aviation questions by Tom Wenham.
The teams were made up of three or four people with the wives and friends hopefully making up for the possible lack of general knowledge of the aviation members. “Team Spotter”, comprising of Peter Davis, Jerry Parr, Dick Tolley and me, managed to win by one point from the Brian Lamb / Colin & Maureen Hughes team; but then they were one person less!

The 50 questions were very good as they made us all drag facts from the depths of our memories. Just how many states are there in the USA divided by the number of legs on a spider to equal 6! And is that place in Nepal really the highest airport in the World! We had La Paz in Bolivia?
All the teams did very well and I know that everyone really enjoyed the evening and it makes a change for the headaches to be from brain use rather than excesses of liquid refreshment!
I hope the quizmasters will run another event this year and that more of you will come along for the fun.
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Barbara presenting the next mind stretching general knowledge question as Tom looks on ready with another one on an aviation theme.
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Barbara checking the scores of David Brook’s team
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To each of the winners the winners a unique 2006 Flying For Fun mug.

Not one but FIVE PFA Rallies this year!
The format of throwing resources at one big rally with the potential risks of bad weather or other events on the same day curtailing the potential attendance has been replaced this year by five regional rallies.

This opens up the opportunities for more members to attend the rally near to them and to attend any other of the rallies if they fancy a bit of a cross country flight. All the good things will still be retained but each event will be run by the struts local to the venue.

The first of these events will be held at Sywell on the 5th & 6th May with the objective of reliving the early days of the PFA when the Rally was held there. An area will be set aside for PFA type aircraft and especially the early homebuilt types to be presented in front of that classic restaurant building.

As Sywell is not that far up the road for many of the Oxford Group members, anyone wishing to help the Sywell Strut with this event will be most welcome.
On the 26th and 27th May the PFA members north of the border will be having a Rally at Wick called the “Northern Lights”. Certainly somewhere different to fly to if you fancy attending this one.

A bit closer to home is the event at Hucknall combined with the Robin Hood Rally on June 23rd & 24th.
