Young Aviators
This message is being repeated to keep you aware of thecloseness of the event. Your committee will be making plans next week to organise something. Rememebr that it is alo the 100th anniversary of the scouting movement and that Oxford is celebrating 1000 years!

As this is still the 60th anniversary year of the PFA, a special effort is planned for each strut or group of struts to fly at least 60 youngsters over one weekend. This is to be publicised across the media with the objective of raising the profile of both General Aviation in the UK and the PFA in particular.
Struts may wish to combine to make the event more easily organised and to provide the local press with a more substantial story. I would hope the Oxford Group can participate in this by offering some flights to some of those very deserving young carers and special needs children.

The dates for this are the weekend of May 12th & 13th.
Forthcoming Events
March 10th – VAC Annual Dinner, Littlebury Hotel, Bicester.

March 14th – Oxford PFA Meeting.

April 11th – Oxford PFA Meeting.

April 14th – Vintage Aircraft Club Daffodil Rally, Fenland.

May 5th & 6th Sywell Revival PFA Regional Rally

May 6th – Abingdon Fayre, Dalton Barracks.

May 12th & 13th – Young Aviators 60th Weekend.
 May 18th, 19th & 20th – Great Vintage Flying Weekend, Hullavington.

June 8th, 9th & 10th – Aero-Expo, Wycombe Air Park.

June 16th – Air Britain and PFA Fly-in, North Weald.

June 30th & July 1st – VAC Camping weekend, Sandown, IoW.

July 1st – PFA Shuttleworth Air Show.
July 7th & 8th – PFA & Popham fly-in weekend.

July 13th, 14th & 15th – FLY Silverstone.

July 28th & 29th – Silverstone Classic Weekend (Limited Vintage Aircraft attendance).

August 30th – Benson Families Day.

September 16th – VAC Vintage & Classic, hopefully at Turweston but check.
Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a website, which due to the unfortunate demise of John Siertsema’s computer, has been rather dormant of late. We are taking the opportunity to re-launch the website using the services of a very competent web designer, Amy Glover. As with any website, it is only as good as the material placed into it and this is where you all come in. Please write up any trips you may have completed recently or just add some comments regarding how good the Oxford Group is. Photographs and diagrams are also welcomed to build up a library of the types of machine and engineering work that is being carried out by the members. Please pass this information to me on my email address ASAP.


Newsletter for February 2007
The committee:-

Chairman
Peter Smoothy,
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Treasurer
Dick Tolley, 
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John Bean
Social and surface events organiser

Colin Hughes,

Aerial events organiser

John Siertsema,

PR, Safety Officer, PFA NC rep’ and newsletter
John Broad.
If you have any comments or requests, don’t hesitate to speak to one of us at any of the meetings. Any items for the newsletters or web site will also be appreciated. My e mail address is johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 
Meeting Location

The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month at the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill, Oxford. Next meeting is on the 14th February 2007 at 1930 hours.
Good News!

Young Charlotte Rose has given Barbara two grandchildren!

Their names are Oliver William and Finlay Joseph.

The whole of the Oxford Group send our best wishes to both Charlotte and Barbara.

Report on the December meeting

Oxford Group Annual General Meeting.

With the Oxford Group chairman – Pete Smoothy, Secretary – Barbara Rose and treasurer – Dick Tolley on the head table the meeting could get under way.
Pete started by reviewing the previous year’s activities and this led to the question of whether the committee was finding the right speakers and the right activities to attract people to come along to the meetings? He also couldn’t help identifying the average age of the people who attend as being rather high and there is a great need to lower this if possible.

What is it that makes people want to make the effort to attend or to decide that it is not worth the effort? On some occasions there are more than 40 people in attendance whereas on other evenings only around a dozen will turn out. It does not seem to be related to the weather or to what is on the TV that night to make people decide.
What the committee do require is some good ideas on subjects, people you may have heard speak or even acquaintances you may know who have a good story to tell. Just let one of the committee members know and we’ll see what can be done.

A debate followed on how the group can attract more members. An interesting comment came from the about to be accepted new member on the committee, Matthew Pettit when he said that he had been flying from Oxford Airport for a long time and not only didn’t know about the PFA but was not aware of the Oxford Group either! He suggested that we could gain a lot more members by just telling pilots of the existence of the group by placing posters at the airfields around the Oxford catchment area.
Pete was unanimously voted back onto the committee in the chairman’s role and all the existing committee members agreed to carry on in their current roles.

Back to the AGM and the treasurers report from Dick. In spite of his protestations about how poor he is, the group seem to be have a healthy income. When Dick started as treasurer in 1996 the group had around 53 members whereas today there are only 22!

It was agreed that the standard increase of £1 per year would cease as the funds are now stable. Those people who wished to just attend occasionally would still be charged £3 per visit and the annual subscription will remain at £24. It was debated whether casual visitors should only be accepted for, say, 3 visits before asking them to make up their minds as to whether they should become full members; but this did not have much support.
Dick made his usual request that the chocolate box he uses for his financial operations was getting rather tired and he asked for a new one – preferably still full of chocolates! It was pointed out that he had been given a metal one but he complained that this was too noisy. Someone did suggest that we could organise a wooden one around 6 feet x 2 feet but that was in rather bad taste!

My contribution was that we had organised a number of events which were all safely completed. The publicity via the Oxford Mail / Times was difficult to set up and didn’t appear to bring in any new members. I recognise that the advertising of the group at local airfields should be my responsibility and that when receiving information from PFA HQ regarding new members in the area, I should invite them to the next meeting.

John Siertsema suggested that the system of indicating to the group when a number of pilots were thinking of flying somewhere that anyone in the group could join in seemed to work better than trying to organise a more formal fly-out.
Regarding the website he explained that his computer had a major malfunction and he has only recently got it back into operation; hence the delay in getting the site updated. Matthew volunteered Amy Glover as a web designer of good quality to take on the task of re-branding the Group if the Group agreed as with John’s computer problems this may be an opportunity to start afresh. This was accepted by the group if Amy was willing to take on the task.

John Bean commented on the high quality of the speakers during the last year; in particular the Thrust SSC talk and the builders evening. Most of the builders could have taken an evening on their own and to compress their enthusiasm was extremely difficult.
For this year’s speakers it was hoped to find people who would engage with a younger audience and to broaden the range of subjects. By the next newsletter you should be able to see if your committee has achieved this; they are always willing to consider any subject or people you may think of though.

Colin Hughes has organised some excellent visits to locations like Benson helicopter operations and arranged for evening meals at brilliant restaurants.
The group hope that this will continue along with other suggestions like, maybe Go-Karting!

Matthew Pettit “volunteered” to join the committee and we look forward to his input in reducing the age profile of the group.

The meeting just finished in time for the excellent food to be delivered by the staff of the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, which the group has found very acceptable as a location for the monthly meetings.

On line petitions
It does seem rather odd that the government keep coming up with new ways to tax us, control us or save a few pennies and then allow a website for us all to make our mark.

The website is http://petitions.pm.gov.uk where you will find all sorts of interesting voting opportunities. Did you know that there is talk, again, of closing down the Red Arrows in the interests of economy! What a short-sighted idea that one is as the Red Arrows are one of the few remaining ambassadors for Great Britain. Make you mark on http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/SaveTheReds/
Other petitions on this site are the Mode S debate plus lots of motoring ones you may also wish to record your displeasure.
European Fuel Tax Issue
You may remember me trying to explain why Avgas will have to rise, well the explanation is that the EU wish to have a level playing field for all fuel taxation across the community. Because Avgas is supplied in such relatively small quantities, the British Government had not put any tax on the fuel. To make matters worse, Avgas is placed on the same tax line as Mogas. If the minimum tax is applied it would only add a few pence to the price but we are dealing here with the grab all you can chancellor, who may decide to add the full Mogas tax to Avgas!

One way out of this is to place Avgas in its own line for tax purposes and then tax this at the minimum – do you think this will happen?

First VAC Events of the Year
At last, the VAC managed to get 4 aircraft to fly into RAF Bicester for the Snowball Rally! This in spite of a pretty horrible weather forecast.

Up at Peterborough, Connington 17 aircraft were logged in including a rather interesting Nang-Chang CJ6. Again the weather window was supposed to be only for the early part of the day but it turned out wall to wall blue by the evening. It was a very cold and brisk wind though! Many pilots telephoned in to say they couldn’t get off their strips due to the waterlogging. The next one is at Fenland for the Daffodil Rally on April 14th.
