PFA Website

PFA website – please log onto www.pfa.org.uk to keep up to date with the latest information on what the PFA is doing for the General Aviation world. You are a member aren’t you? If not, please consider joining. The Oxford Group could receive some money if you do as a result of this request.

Do you have a PFA Credit Card? Order yours now as the PFA receive money for every applicant!
Forthcoming Events?

With the New Year rapidly looming up, your committee will try and plan any events you would like to see the group involved in.

· Do you wish to take part in day or evening visits to interesting places?

· Which flying events would you like the group to put together?

· Are you content with the speakers at the group evenings and can you suggest or recommend any new ones?

· Do you wish to run a Young Aviators day or days next year?

NB There is planned to be a 60th anniversary Young Aviators Day when all the struts will try and fly young people with the aim of flying 600! This will be publicised across the country to raise the profile of the PFA.

Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.oxfordpfa.flyer.co.uk run by John Siertsema. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply John with articles and photographs as soon as possible to john.siertsema@btinternet.com 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!)
November 18th
Historic Aircraft Association Symposium, RAF Museum, Hendon.

December 2nd & 3rd
SPort & Leisure Aviation SHow, NEC (SPLASH).

December 9th 
Vintage Aircraft Club Gathering at Shuttleworth.

December 13th 
Group Quiz.


Newsletter for December 2006
The committee:-

Chairman
Peter Smoothy,


Secretary
Barbara Rose,

Treasurer
Dick Tolley, 


Strut Calendar
John Bean
Social and surface events organiser

Colin Hughes,

Website and aerial events organiser

John Siertsema,

PR, Safety Officer, PFA NC rep’ and newsletter
John Broad.
If you have any comments or requests, don’t hesitate to speak to one of us at any of the meetings. Any items for the newsletters or web site will also be appreciated. My e mail address is johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 
Meeting Location

The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month at the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill, Oxford. Next meeting is on the 10th January 2007 at 1930 hours.
British Women Pilot’s Association by Tricia Nelmes
The British Women Pilot’s Association had stand at the PFA Rally at Kemble earlier this year and the ladies on duty were amazed that in the 21st Century comments from the males were still along the lines of women should be in the home, women can’t navigate and have emotional problems!! Tricia Nelmes is the chairman of the BWPA and presented a history of both women in aviation and of the BWPA as a gentle prod to the male pilots that women have been piloting aircraft for a very long time!
In 1911, Hilda Hewlett flying a Valkerie became the first woman pilot with licence number 122 and she went on to assist in running the first flying school in the UK at Brooklands with a Frenchman. In those early days of flying it was generally the women with money and time who took up flying as a fun pastime. Challenges in the form of record breaking flights were just an extension of the way of life and one of the most famous was Amy Johnson. She was however rather different to many as she worked as a secretary to get the money to enable her to fly. She was not averse to getting her hands dirty as she was often found assisting the mechanics doing maintenance and reconstruction jobs. Before setting out on her record breaking flight to Australia, the farthest she had flown was from London to Hull to visit her parents! A navigation course seemed to be a good idea. On the flight itself she actually broke the time Bert Hinkler took to get to India by 2 days but was delayed from there on by mechanical problems. With both her own mechanical experience and support from the military along the route, she could be back on her way in a relatively short time. Amy was one of the first members of the BWPA.
When the 2nd World War started and new aircraft needed to be ferried from the factories to the operational bases, the work was initially done by men but with the shortage of pilots and the increases in production, women were soon taken on to do the job. Joan Hughes was so good that she became an instructor on all the types the Air Transport Auxiliary (ATA) flew including the huge, 4 engine Short Stirling bombers! The photograph of the diminutive Joan standing by one of the undercarriage legs of a Short Stirling shows just how accomplished a pilot these women were Joan went on to instruct at the British Airways Flying Club. One amusing escapade Joan was involved in was flying a Tiger Moth under one of the bridges of the then recently completed M40 for an episode of Thunderbirds! She was only supposed to land to one side of the bridge and taxi the aircraft through but she decided that conditions were not suitable to land and flew under the bridge. The CAA tried to prosecute her for this but the prosecution was overturned as Joan had thousands of hours of experience and the judge reckoned this must count for something! Another famous ATA pilot is Lettuce Curtis who was one of the first 8 women to be taken on for training as an ATA pilot. After the war Lettuce continued flying and at the tender age of 77, after a flight in a helicopter, decided to learn to fly those and became an accomplished pilot of the Robinson R22.
Yet another amazing lady is Jackie Muggeridge who started flying Tiger Moths at Cowley (Oxford) aerodrome. One story recounted by Tricia was of a high level member of the armed services who was flown by one of the women from the ATA and was rather shaken when he got out at the other end of the flight. When asked whether this was from being flown by a woman he said he could accept that but not when she spent the flight reading a novel! The novel was in fact the handling manual for the aircraft and she was reading up on the speeds and characteristics on the aircraft. Tricia had an example of the type of handling notes book used by the ATA for everyone to see; a very sobering example of the immense skills so rapidly learnt during those wartime years. It is amazing to think that they only had one page for each type of aircraft. After the war, Jackie spent some time ferrying Spitfires to Burma and could tell some amazing stories just from these trips. Another amusing case of male assumptions was when she applied to join Channel Airways and turned up for the interview much to the consternation of the managers to find that J Muggeridge was a woman!! She got the job though!
In the world of un-powered flight is another very famous lady, Ann Welch who started gliding before the war in 1938. She became a champion in the areas of hang gliding, para-gliding, micro-lighting as well as the normal gliding. A little known fact is that it was her husband, Lorne Welch who built the glider at the Colditz prison towards the end of the War.

The beginnings of the BWPA originated from the Womens’s Engineering Society in 1955
