And while they are flying around they have no fun whatsoever because they can’t come below 3,000 ft for fear of the man with adenoids! Flying is therefore: you drive to an airfield, check your aircraft for 2 hours, take off, sit still, speak gibberish into a radio, land, eat cheese and then sit still until your home again. Repeat until one day you hear a loud bang!
Airside Access at future events

For next years events it is planned to have two new courses for the membership. One will be for the huge number of aviation enthusiast members to allow them to confirm their knowledge of acting in a responsible manner when airside and to then issue them with an authorisation card to be shown at aerodromes. This will allow the aerodrome operators to have a record of who is airside and at events will show that the members are responsible people. The other course is to allow more members to become involved at events by taking on the job of marshalling aircraft. A certificate will be issued and a recency check made on a regular basis plus refresher courses when required. This will allow many more young people and enthusiasts the opportunity to be involved with the running of both events and operations at aerodromes.
Vintage Aircraft Club AGM & Social
Members can attend the AGM but everyone can come along to the social on November 23rd at the Littlebury Hotel. Should be a fun evening with music provided by VAC members John Stainer and Arthur Mason plus the band in a Box.
Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.oxfordpfa.co.uk and moderated by myself. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply me with articles and photographs as soon as possible to johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 
PFA / LAA Website
The PFA will change to the LAA on January 1st 2008 and the new LAA website is planned to be live from 31st December 2007. If you are unhappy about the current PFA website and have some good ideas on how it can be improved as the LAA (www.LAA.uk.com), please contact Graham Newby at PFA HQ Turweston as soon as possible!

Historic Aircraft Symposium
An event for enthusiasts with presentations from Anders Saether on the Scandinavian Historic Flight, Cliff Spink, Raymond Oostergo from the Aviodrome museum in Holland and Dr Robert Plemming on operating the Vulcan to the Sky project. The event will be held at the new Cold War Museum at Cosford on November 18th. Tickets are available at £17:50 from the HAA – the price includes a buffet lunch.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!)
10th November – Shuttleworth Aviation lecture; tickets obtainable from Old Warden 01767 627933.
14th November – Andy Draper; PFA Engineering
18th November – HAA Symposium, Cosford.

24th 25th November – SPLASH – Sport & Leisure Aviation SHow, NEC, Birmingham

12th December – PFA Oxford Group meeting; Quiz – Barbara Rose & Tom Wenham
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If you have any comments or requests, don’t hesitate to speak to one of us at any of the meetings. Any items for the newsletters or web site will also be appreciated.

My e mail address is johnbroad@gajon.freeserve.co.uk 

Meeting Location

The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month at the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill, Oxford. The next meeting will be on the 14th November 2007 at 1930 hours.
Report on the September meeting
How many times have you thought that one day you would something really challenging but always found an excuse not to try? Well, our guest speaker for this evening, Manuel Quireoz had these thoughts where his dream was to fly for a long way without repeating himself, but he kept saying maybe next year! Everything was brought into context when about 10 years ago he contracted Cancer! The obvious way of achieving his dream would be to fly around the world but first, he needed an aircraft. Along the way he planned on breaking some records in the 500 to 1000 kg class. The aircraft would also have to be the smallest machine capable of flying across the Pacific Ocean and he really didn’t wish to fly into India, Russia or China! The bureaucracy for these countries would be a nightmare; after all, the British taught the Indian’s bureaucracy! The aircraft would need to capable of flights up to 2000 miles and the machine he chose was the Vans RV6.
The Rutan Longeze has the record for a round the World flight in the category but that is made of plastic! And he wanted a metal aircraft. The decision was made for him by the brilliant performance characteristics of the Vans RV6 although it would still require some modifications to enable the task to be accomplished safely. As Manuel didn’t plan to go above around 8,000 ft, oxygen would not be required thereby saving weight, space & weight. The RV6 he purchased had been constructed in Canada and had 160 hrs on the airframe, and engine from an old Cessna with 2,000 hours and is registered in the UK as G-GDRV. To prepare the aircraft for the flight he changed the engine, added some reinforcements to the airframe plus lots of extra fuel tanks. When he first flew the aircraft it had very bad stall characteristics, which a Vans shouldn’t have! When the airframe was dismantled to incorporate the fuel tanks, it was found to have 3 ½ degrees of wash in on one wing! Tip tanks of 34 ltrs each, wing leading edge tanks of 72 ltrs each, fuselage tank of 160 ltrs and a foot well tank of 78 ltrs made up the total of 450 ltrs giving a flight duration of around 19 hours. All the tanks had to be pressure tested to 3.5 psi before final fitting. Fuel selection was by one selector to prevent any chance of getting it wrong. The instrument panel had to be redesigned and a full 3 axis autopilot using 3 gyros installed. Navigation would be mainly by GPS because, as Manuel pointed out, across the ocean all the waves look the same making GPS the obvious method but backed up by dead reckoning. As well as the normal VHF radio, a HF was also fitted.
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On the 28th February 2006, Manuel set out from Staverton aiming for a 1200 nm flight to Malta which he made in exactly 8 hours. The next morning his journey was to take him over Cyprus and own the River Nile to Luxor but Egyptian ATC sent him all over the desert ending with 3 hours at immigration! On for another 1400 nm to Oman and a well earned rest after all the sand. Problems with onward clearances caused a swift re-planning of the journey as Vietnam wanted him to fly at FL 260! Just to avoid the Indian bureaucracy he then flew the 1500 nm across the Arabian Ocean to Colombo in Sri Lanka although the last few miles sounded exciting as he had to drop below a line of CB’s where the rain was so hard that he couldn’t hear the engine! A 6 hour flight across the Bay of Bengal to Penang in Malaysia where he was directed by the military ATC to finals at 5,000 ft and only 2.5 miles at 130 knots although there was an 11,000 ft runway! This was followed by another 11 hours across the South China Sea to the Philippines, battling headwinds for 1500 nm, where he could have a rest – filling in paperwork – and to give the engine and airframe a good service. He said he didn’t like the Philippines though due to the pimps trying to sell boys and the fact that the landing fee and 2 nights cost $2,000 – cash! The really long stretches across the Pacific went first to Guam and then the Gilbert Islands. It was on this stage that an unusual atmospheric condition appeared when the high static electricity showed up as small lightning strikes within the cockpit. Another very long leg took him to the island of Tarawa in the Kiribati Islands. Only ¾ mile wide and 20 miles long but for Manuel it was where he had organised a fuel dump. The fuel turned out to be at the other end of the island and he had to wait for a truck to go and collect it! Then the hose had to be held together by one man as another hand pumped the fuel; all very worrying with a long Pacific flight to come. The longest ocean crossing to Hawaii at 17 hrs and 2100 nm with some, as Manuel put it, “challenging weather to contend with as well”. Finals for Honolulu with a 767 in front and a 737 behind! They were experiencing the worst weather for 20 years, which delayed the flight. Another long 2050 nm to San Jose in the US with icing being a severe hazard forcing him down to 4,000 ft! The US EAA chapters really looked after him in the US right across to New York. The weather prevented the northern Atlantic crossing ‘so he went via the Azores; just a mere 1800 nm! A N / S runway and an E / W wind gave him the most difficult landing of the journey.

A short hop to Lisbon to visit his brother; where he got food poisoning! All that was left was the final run up to La Rochelle and on to Staverton to complete the journey around the World. Here, all the TV, press and his friends and relatives were waiting for him. He didn’t break the record but he did receive the RAeC Trophy for the magnificent effort and he is the only person to have flown a home built aircraft around the World. The record for this class of aircraft is 23 days and he took 39 days and 7 hours!
An amazing journey presented to us at the Oxford Group in a most interesting and entertaining way. Although we all feel humbled by Manuel’s achievement, as he said, life is not a rehearsal – if you have an ambition, go out there and do it!

The Jeremy Clarkson attitude to General Aviation!
The Sunday Times, Sept 23, had an article written by Jeremy Clarkson on why he is put of GA in the UK and a lot of his comments are very true!
Thoughts of piloting your own aircraft among the clouds or skimming the treetops or diving under bridges are soon shattered by the reality of flying in the UK. As he said in the article, he flew recently in Botswana in a twin engine aircraft following the Okavango River at a height of 6ft at 150 mph. It was a joyous and brilliant thing to do but if you tried it in the UK a man with adenoids and a clip board would come round and take your licence away! In fact the whole process of learning to fly, it seems to him, is designed specifically to weed out those who might want an aircraft for fun. When you want a driving licence, all you have to do is demonstrate to a man in beige trousers that you can reverse round a corner. But when you want a licence to fly, you must demonstrate to the entire CAA that you are prepared to spend several months with your nose in various text books on meteorology and aerodynamics. Plainly it only wants pedants up there. Then you have to spend more months learning how to use a radio, Why? You also have to talk in a stupid code. When ringing the local plumber or Indian Restaurant it is perfectly easy to convey your request in English; ‘so why in an aircraft do we have to speak gibberish? Pilots love doing utterly pointless things like tapping dials and doing pre-flight checks making sure that a bunch of goblins haven’t come in the night and chewed through all the wires. Reading magazines for Boat enthusiasts shows pictures of boats skimming the water with naked girls on the foredeck but aircraft magazines are full of lists of serial numbers and adverts for stuff no one could ever conceivably want to buy. Listening to pilots conversation proves that they never talk about skimming the tree tops at 150 mph but they go on for hours about parking and refuelling. Certainly, they have a weird love for the medical, which they must take every 15 minutes Hardly anyone with an aircraft ever uses it to go somewhere useful. Instead they take the “old kite” from their flying club to another flying club where they have some cheese and Branston pickle and then fly home again
