Safety News
· Note the freephone number for pilot’s to check RA(T)’s – 0500 354 802 (or +44 20 8750 3939 if ‘phoning from abroad).
· A new interactive guide to radio phraseology for General Aviation pilots has been launched by the CAA and is available on the CAA website at www.caa.co.uk/cap413supplement3 . The guide provides easy to follow examples covering the most common radio calls that GA pilots make. In many cases these include an audio clip to allow pilots to hear the phraseology used.

· Infringements of Danger Areas and the radio call system required to check whether active is being reviewed in an attempt to get these reduced. If in doubt assume they are active.

· There have been a number of infringements of glider and parachute dropping sites recently; you need to be very aware of the potential dangers.

· The availability of the telephone air Met service is to end in October due to lack of use.

· GETMET 2009 will be reissued as a number of items in the current document have now changed.

· The advertisement for a new Chief Executive for GASCo has now been published with full details on the GASCo website. If anyone thinks they, or someone they know, would like to take on this interesting and challenging job, please get in touch with GASCo.

· Improper use of Lasers; the CAA are to working to get the ANO changed to make pointing a Laser at an aircraft a specific offence with a 5 year prison term as maximum punishment.

· As a generalisation, most of the incidents reported by the AAIB up to July with 11 fatalities have resulted from failure to carry out a safe forced landing. If you think you could do with some further training on this, contact your nearest Pilot Coach in the LAA Pilot Coaching Scheme.
· Wind farms and individual wind turbines can sometimes be a threat to landing and take off sites. The GAAC will be holding a forum in November to develop a coordinated plan to deal with these.

· ATSOCAS change and the CD issued to all pilots. Over 700 CD’s were returned as the CAA has not been informed of pilot’s new addresses; a legal requirement! Are you sure the CAA has your current address?
· The threat to landing and take off sites continues. Ex RAF Coltishall was on the Eco Town list but has been replaced by Rackheath, another disused airfield. A request from one of North Norfolk Councillors, Cath Wilkins for expressions of interest in keeping the site open for flying should have had responses from LAA members. All airfields are under threat from the Eco Town proposals as another 6 Eco sites are to be selected in 2010.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!) 2009
31st October – VAC All Hallows fly-in; Leicester. NB This includes a Breakfast Patrol
11th November - LAA Oxford Branch visit to JET at Culham; names to Pete ASAP

14th November – Shuttleworth Annual Aviation Lecture

15th November – HAA Symposium, RAF Museum Hendon

20th November – VAC AGM & Social, Bicester; Talk by Peter Holloway

28th & 29th November – The Flying Show, NEC; was “SPLASH”.
9th December – LAA Branch meeting; Quiz night
Have you checked out the LAA website at www.laa.uk.com ?
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Chairman – Pete Smoothy



Secretary – Barbara Rose;
Treasurer & Aerial Events – John Siertsema;

Evening Events – John Bean;


Social Events – Colin Hughes;
Safety Officer, NC Rep, Newsletter & web moderator – John Broad john.broad85@talktalk.net 
Regular Meetings

19:30 hrs on 2nd Wed of each Month at Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill Oxford
September meeting – Roy Noble; rebuilding Hurricane R4118
Many of us know that Peter Vacher had a Hawker Hurricane and quite a few had seen this machine being flown at various shows around the country. Roy gave us the background to where this machine came from and just a little of the huge amount of work needed to get it back into the air for us all to enjoy.
Roy has known Peter for many years through the connection of old cars, rallies and the rebuilding and maintenance of them. Peter, one day, suggested that he would like to rebuild an aircraft, would Roy be interested. Roy has a background of working at De Havilland in their engine department and so asked what sort is it? Peter said it was a Hurricane and that he would Like Roy to make a full record of the restoration starting with a visit to the location; in India! After viewing the wreckage and bringing photographs back, people said they were mad to try to rebuild this one.
It is true to say that without the Spitfire, the Hurricane and the Rolls Royce Merlin engine, Britain would not have won the Battle of Britain and they were all private ventures. The two aircraft complemented each other with the Spitfire being the slightly faster and more manoeuvrable to attack the German fighters and the Hurricane being more stable and with greater firepower to deal with the bombers. Peter always researches the previous history of all his cars and he did the same for the Hurricane. After finding the number, R4118, he was able to show that this aircraft is the last Hurricane flying that took part in the Battle of Britain and therefore would be an important machine to restore. He was also determined to make it as original as possible; every part is either original or rebuilt to the original designs apart from one part, which Roy would tell us at the end.
Roy has taken 18 hours of film and the video he then showed was just a small distillation of the work carried out.
Peter narrates the video telling an amazing story. Back in 1995 he was searching India for old cars previously owned by the Maharaja’s and came across the remains of an aircraft in a small courtyard. Finding the number R4118 etched into a panel near the tail allowed him to do some research and to discover that it was a Mark 1 Hawker Hurricane. In November 1938, the Air Ministry gave Hawkers the order for 1000 Mk1 Hurricanes and R4118 was built. It was delivered to Trim near Edinburgh but was immediately flown down to Croydon to join 605 Sqn just in time to take part in the Battle of Britain. This was in the late summer of 1940 and it was given the markings of “UPW”. Over a period of 6 weeks the aircraft was flown on 49 missions by 11 different pilots who claimed 3 kills plus many probables. By October 1940 the aircraft was out of action due to severe battle damage and was transferred to 111 Sqdn after 3 months in repair. It then completed 78 missions defending the north east of England from bombing raids originating in Norway. By the end of 1943 the Mark 1’s were being replaced by more powerful Mk 2’s. Anticipating a conflict in Burma, R4118 was completely refurbished, re-engined and sent in a large packing crate to India. By the time it arrived the type was not needed as a trainer and it remained in its packing case until Independence when the RAF gave it to a University in Northern India. This is where Peter and his team found it. It had been removed from the packing case and left standing on its undercarriage with the wings etc lying on the ground nearby. The aircraft was never re-assembled and the engine never ran. With such a history, Peter became determined to get it flying again. It took 6 years of negotiations, ‘persuasion’ and visits before the paperwork was in place. With everything loaded up the container left Bombay in June 2001 and on arrival in the UK was transferred to the workshop where the restoration could begin.
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The finished article!

Before dismantling, Peter managed to find three of the original pilots who had flown the aircraft and they were able to sit in the cockpit again to relive those wartime days. The ravages of time in India had taken a toll of many of the parts but everything was stripped, inspected, filed and stored. They tried to reuse where possible but if not, the part would be used as a pattern for a replacement. Removing irreplaceable castings from corroded aluminium became the norm. Although stripping the parts could be done by Peter’s team, the restoration had to be completed by professionals. The wings went to Bob Cummings, near Bournemouth who found all sorts of dead creatures and insects within the structure as they removed the skins. It took about 18 months to reassemble the 
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Linzy Small with her pilot Hal Colliver in G-BKDX, a Jodel 1050.
[image: image5.jpg]



[image: image6.jpg]



Yasmin & Heather Keegan from Towcester with their Pilot Martin Kellett in Rallye G-BFAK.

Owen James from Cropredy, Banbury with his Pilot Karrol Smulovic Ogar Motor Glider G-BEBG.
7
 OXFORD


Branch Newsletter for October 2009








