workshop. It appears to be easier to apply than Stits and it is lighter (the salesman said so, and surely he wouldn't be biased, would he?).
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The following day we went to Jack Browns seaplane base, booked a Cub each for that afternoon and then went just up the road to Kermit Weeks Fantasy of Flight. Well? It’s not an air show is it?  What a place that is. I had often heard about it but had never been there. Within seconds my eyes were out on stalks and I had turned bright green. My Dad should have worked harder or owned an oil well or two. The exhibits are in very good working order.
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Whilst we were there a Fiesler Storch put on a little display in the gathering gloom of an approaching wet front. Yes folks, it does rain in Florida. I cannot remember all the types on show but they were mainly WWI and between wars types. I am sure a squint at their website will reveal all.

After a very average lunch in the restaurant we headed off to Jack Browns. By now it is hissing down with rain but Pete is an organised sort of chap and had phoned ahead to ensure they were still flying. Nevertheless I got to do three take offs and four landings in a half hour. Total cost $82.50. You can pack a lot of fun into 30 minutes in an A85 powered cub when there are 10 usable lakes within a ten-mile radius of the base. And you never go above 500'.
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Next came Kennedy Space Centre. There's no resting on this holiday. Kennedy is a bit awe inspiring, it is difficult to take in what is needed to be done there to put a man on the moon and take a leading role in the building of an International space centre. Pete and I had a go in the new shuttle simulator whilst the wives looked on from a safe distance on monitors. It seemed reasonably realistic but the set up as it is cannot possibly simulate the three G required at lift off. It was well done though.
Micro-lights had around 23% but incur about 80% of the risk to NATS operations due to the fact that they usually don’t have transponders and are difficult to detect. Foreign registered aircraft had 15% of the infringements. Those aircraft on the N register are about 11% of the UK fleet but 6% of them have infringed?

The problem does also seem to be one for local pilots close to the control zones being some of the most frequent infringers. Pilots going for a Sunday afternoon flight in the local area and just getting their navigation wrong. Pilots who are going on long cross countries generally spend time flight planning, checking notams, checking the airspace, writing a plog and then execute the flight accurately. The amount of effort pilots put into planning a flight is directly proportional to the chance of having an infringement; more effort – less chance.
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When Jonathan said “what are NATS doing about the problem?” the slide showing a Smart car fitted with anti infringement rockets raised a laugh. They had removed the bit showing the PA28 being shot down. It must be pointed out though that this was never approved for distribution by NATS. There was another poster showing the view out of the cockpit of a PA28 with the windscreen full of a Boeing 757. Being serious though, Jonathan said that there is a poster competition underway by NATS for infringements with 20 AWARE units as prizes. All will be published as long as they are not too lewd.

Jonathan also explained the some of the new technologies being used to help controllers identify quickly any possible infringers such as the Controlled Airspace Infringement Tool (CAIT). This shows up infringing aircraft in magenta to draw the controllers’ attention to the potential problem. After a report in 2005 on the reasons why infringements occur, one of many identified was the gap in the Lower Airspace Radar Service (LARS) in the southeast. Investment of £1 million annually to provide the Farnborough service has proved extremely popular but has done nothing to reduce the number of infringements! 

The listening squawks are also proving to be both popular and useful for ATC to prevent infringements. If the aircraft is also fitted with mode S, the controller can even call the aircraft directly. With the huge number of potentially dangerous infringements of the Satnsted zone by GA pilots who seem incapable of navigating clear of the zone, something had to be done. The draconian and awkward Transponder Mandatory Zone (TMZ) has reduced the number of serious infringements has dropped to zero since its instigation.

Jonathan had noticed that many of the infringements were by pilots who either had a GPS but didn’t know how to use it or would never buy one possibly due to the cost. He thought that a simple to use moving map display with airspace warnings and sold at a low price may go some way to assist pilots with navigating clear. He convinced NATS that this was a good thing to be involved with, teamed up with AirBox at Wantage and produced the ‘Aware’ unit for sale at £149 (or £249 with the navigation pack) since January this year. These units have proved extremely popular in adding to the requirement for pilots to plan and navigate accurately and avoid controlled airspace. Jonathan’s next project is to produce a one stop shop planning tool for pilots which will include notams which will be very welcome. 

Jonathan also showed a replay of one of the worst infringements of the Stansted zone over the last couple of years. An infringing aircraft appears to be following the A120 from west to east, a situation often seen by Stansted controllers. These aircraft may become aware of the airport and do one of two things; continue but low level or return the way they came. They never call Stansted, the nearest ATC unit or the D&D Cell, something pilots should do. The infringers’ radar return almost coincided with that of an inbound aircraft but carried on eastwards with the controllers thinking he would continue along the A120 and the inbound aircraft continued their approaches. The infringer then turned north into the downwind position. It seems that he thought Stansted was Cambridge and only when Cambridge telephoned around to see if anyone else had seen him did they work out what had happened. The controllers are then seen to be attempting to stop the flow of aircraft. This can be seen to have repercussions on other approaching aircraft, hold ups with out bound traffic and a knock on to aircraft approaching the area. The disruption from that one aircraft affected operations well into the following night. Repercussions from infringers can be massive!

If aircraft have mode S switched on and are squawking 7000, Controllers will soon have permission to put their cursor over the radar blip and change the code for the aircraft registration by reading the information direct from the mode S unit. This is one of the benefits of mode S to GA.

Prompted by a question on what happens to infringers from our chairman, Jonathan clarified the position regarding prosecutions. NATS cannot prosecute anybody but they will investigate and pass on their findings to the CAA and in 99 cases out of 100 the incident is closed by the CAA. Last year, roughly 6 prosecutions ensued from about 1,000 infringements. Ian Weston, the CAA head of Air Regulation Enforcement (ARE) has said that he will not prosecute an infringement unless it was negligent, malicious or caused significant disruption. It is usually much better to have a chat with the infringer to discover how it happened and to make sure it doesn’t happen again. Anyone who finds themselves in a control zone, turns their transponder off and dives down to return the way they came will be categorised as endangerment and should be prosecuted. The transponder is part of the safety system to protect all aircraft. As Jonathan said, if you find yourself in a control zone, call someone, either the controller for the area or 121.5 and you will not be prosecuted – unless you’ve done it three times before of course.

Our thanks go to Jonathan for making the long trip up from Portsmouth to provide us all with both an interesting and entertaining talk on this serious subject. 

Jonathan has invited the branch to visit Swanwick, possibly during the winter months and left us with an ‘Aware’ unit to use as we wish. An excellent evening.

The ‘Aware’ unit is available for any of the branch members to take away and use for a month but they must return it with a report for the newsletter on how they got on with it. People can purchase their own directly from Airbox by logging on to: www.airspaceaware.com 

Pete & Dudley go to Sun-n-Fun or

“Only two days at the show, honestly!”
Report with thanks to Dudley Pattison and the Wiltshire Flyers
Jane and I have recently returned from an eight day holiday with an aviation flavour. My old mate Pete Smoothy of Airworld UK invited us to share a house that he was renting in Davenport near Kissimmee in Florida and Jane (Dudleys’ wife) was persuaded with the promise of a maximum of two days at the show.
I think the volcano erupted just as we got north of Greenland. With a cloud quite literally hanging over us regarding the uncertainty of our return we resolved to just get on with our holiday as there was nothing we could do about the situation. We attended the air show for the next two days.
If you haven't been you must take the time to go at least once before clogs are popped. It is an old Cranfield/ Kemble PFA rally times about seven or eight. Nothing like as daunting in its size as the Oshkosh show and for that some would say the better for it. One exciting thing I saw was a new fuel called Swift. I have no details but it is mainly bio and may be used on lieu of 100LL with no adjustment needed to the engine. The following day Barry Plumb, who we invited to a BBQ at the house, shattered my dreams about this saviour of light aircraft by calling it 'an alchemists dream'. Barry had studied the chemistry and said they would never be able to produce a meaningful quantity. Damn. I have been on the Isle of Wight a few days earlier and was horrified by the £1.90 per litre price tag. And it is only going to go one way with avgas. 
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Another thought provoking product was Stewart Systems covering products. I am hopefully getting close to being able to start covering the Stummelflitzer and had always thought I would use Stits Polyfiber as I had done on the Fury. One of the reasons for me to choose Stits is its inability to support combustion as one of my fears is fire in the air. Maybe I have seen too many First World War flying films but I do have this possibly irrational fear. Stewart Systems does not support combustion either and it is a water based product meaning an easy clean up and no nasty smells permeating the house from the









