Sale of John Stainers’ Cessna 140

Dear Aviator, 

Thank-you for all the messages of condolence, and charity donations and to all the people who were able to attend our father's funeral and celebration of life on April 28th. We were lucky with the weather, and the fabulous jazz and get together we had after the service. I am also sure that Dad would have loved the Louis Armstrong play-in, and "Those Magnificent Men in their Flying Machines" send-off. We now have to find a new home for G-ALOD. If anyone has any interest in this rather famous, well loved and maintained aircraft we would love to hear from you. Cessna 140, G-ALOD (originally N2240V); First registered: 26/04/1948
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The total hours are:- 4476; Engine hours are:- 1484; C of A 28-02- 2010. We have had a few people show an interest already.

Myself, Sue and Dave therefore are now asking to let us know of any potential future "home". We are seeking someone who has known the history of the airplane and owner, who would like to keep G-ALOD in the style to which she has been accustomed! Any comments would be welcome. Please pass this on to anyone who may be interested in purchasing the airplane. We are keen to find the right home for G-ALOD. Thank-you once again. Jez, Sue and Dave Stainer.
Stan Stanley
It is with deep regret that I have to report the passing of Stan Stanley. 
Stan died (aged 69) in Sobel House Hospice, Oxford, on May 25th. He had been fighting liver cancer, but 2 weeks before his death he became terminally ill with kidney cancer. Our sincere condolences go to the family.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!) 2010
12th June – LAA Oxford Branch family day, Hinton starting at 15:30

19th June – LAA Shuttleworth Party in the Park, Old Warden

26th & 27th June – Aero-Expo, Wycombe Air Park

3rd & 4th July – VAC Camping Weekend, Sandown, IoW
14th July – LAA Oxford Branch BBQ (NB Get your tickets now from Barbara £10)
11th August – LAA Oxford Branch meeting – Ken Forteskew talk on Miles Aircraft
14th August – LAA Oxford Branch Young Aviators day

21st August – LAA Oxford Branch Young Aviators fallback day
3rd, 4th & 5th September – LAA Rally, Sywell
8th September – LAA Oxford Branch meeting
19th September – VAC & Turweston Wings & Wheels
9th or 10th October – VAC Sackville Farm BBQ
13th October – LAA Oxford Branch meeting; Grass Strip Aviation

30th October – VAC All Hallows fly-in, Leicester

10th November – LAA Oxford Branch meeting

13th November – LAA AGM, Turweston

19th November – VAC AGM & Social, Littlebury Hotel, Bicester

8th December – LAA Oxford Branch Quiz night
Have you checked out the LAA website at www.laa.uk.com ?
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Chairman – Pete Smoothy


Secretary – Barbara Rose
Treasurer – David Brooks
Evening Events – John Bean

Social Events – Colin Hughes
Safety Officer, NC Rep, Newsletter & web moderator – John Broad john.broad85@talktalk.net 
Regular Meetings

19:30 hrs on 2nd Wed of each Month at Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill Oxford
May Meeting Report – Jonathan Smith from NATS and
Airspace Infringements

Jonathan seemed to always have been interested in aeroplanes and recounted one escapade when he was only 13. Like many young lads of the time, he spent many hours visiting the local airfield and talking to the owners of the aircraft. Jonathan’s father, yet again, found out that he had not been to school that day. When Jonathan had eventually got through on the telephone from Vienna, where the businessman had taken him in the Lear jet, to let his dad know that he was alright and that he would be staying the night on a bench at the airport, his father just accepted it. With his own sons now at that age he is just glad that they are not putting him through the same worries he put his own father through! 
He is a career Air Trafficker and knows the Oxford area quite well as he used to live at Wendover. His duties took him to Luton, West Drayton until it closed down and transferred to Swanwick, where he is based now. He has a share in a Piper Cub based at RAF Halton making the journey to go flying from Portsmouth to Halton rather a long way; but hangarage is very cheap. 

For those that don’t know, the approach radar, if you talk to a controller at London City Thames Radar, Stansted, Heathrow or Gatwick, are all sitting in the same room at Swanwick in Hampshire. Pilots make the incorrect assumption that if they are speaking to, for example, a Luton controller that they are based somewhere near the area. The controllers have to learn about the area and geography they control, which can be awkward when dealing with GA pilots. Jonathan has also worked at Manchester, Gatwick and Boscombe Down where as a member of the Auxiliary Air Force he spent all the time flying! Whilst at Luton he also had time to nip over to Oxford to do afternoons until the CAA put paid to this in 1990.
The subject of the evening is the prevention of infringements a major aspect of concern to NATS as a business. They need to know where any risks are, what causes those risks and be able to manage them. Airspace infringements are very difficult to manage, mitigate or to anticipate the consequences. The real danger is the distinct possibility of a mid air collision between a commercial aircraft and a GA aircraft with the horrendous consequences of both loss of life and possible ‘knee-jerk’ government reaction with potential draconian legislation! One of these reactions may be to impose a full air traffic service over the whole of the south of England and this would cost NATS a huge amount of money to put in place.
What is an airspace infringement? It is the unauthorised penetration of a volume of airspace. From NATS this covers classes A to E in the UK, Control Areas, Control Zones and Terminal Control Areas. The one’s that hit the headlines are more likely to be infringements of Restricted Airspace (Temporary) (RAT), especially if it was set up to protect the Red Arrows and someone bumbled into it! Airspace notified for a temporary restriction of flying may be the one pilots would infringe unwittingly as they are set up over incidents or rescue situations by such persons as a Chief Constable. Air Traffic Zones, there are 16 in the UK and 1 in Gibraltar under NATS control, are also infringed regularly at such places as Panshanger or Halton. These incursions can be very disturbing for anyone in the circuit, especially a student, if someone just flies through unannounced!
The CAA lays down the minimum requirements (2005) for ATC to comply with when an infringing aircraft appears in controlled airspace and this is 5 NM lateral separation and / or 5,000 feet vertical separation from the unknown traffic. If the infringing aircraft is not fitted with any height encoding transponder then the 5,000 foot separation cannot be achieved; it is essential for pilots to use mode ‘C’ whenever possible.
The best way to show the problems an infringer makes is to replay an example and Jonathan used a Luton radar situation. Any primary only return within the control stubs of controlled airspace has to be taken, or ‘deemed’, by the controller as being beneath it up to the point where it enters the main control zone boundary. Jonathan pointed out though that if an aircraft should, for example, take off from Halton and climb up to 4,000 feet inside controlled airspace it would be deemed to be below controlled airspace and would be ignored! This would create a major problem. Once an aircraft enters the control zone the controller has to apply the 5 NM radius, the 5,000 foot requirement cannot be used as no height information is known. If the aircraft was following the A41 and just infringed by the town of Berkhamsted the pilot might think it didn’t matter but the 5 NM requirements would stop the Commercial traffic to and from Luton! Whilst it may seem rather extreme, Jonathan said he had seen infringing aircraft in similar situations not continue out of the zone but turn straight towards the runway centreline for Luton. The unpredictability of infringers forces the requirement for the 5 NM rule to protect commercial air transport.
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To understand the scale of the problem, after having 6 very serious high risk infringements by April 2005, NATS controllers were mandated to fill in a Mandatory Occurrence Report (MOR) for every infringement. The figures for 2008 suggested that the problem was reducing but in 2009 the numbers were disastrous! Over the last 5 years NATS has put in quite a lot of resources in trying to address the problem but have made no impact on it whatsoever.
The definition of ‘high risk events’ are ones where only providence prevented a mid air collision. These are very, very serious near mid air collisions! Last year there were 6 of these events and 4 of them were at the start of the flying season, around April to mid May. Many of the NATS initiatives were designed to come into effect from about mid March in order to make pilots aware of the potential problem before the flying season got under way. To date, the infringement numbers are down 46% but there was still one major serious infringement of the Stansted zone. From the statistics Stansted and Southampton are the worst although for different reasons but generally the South East of England has the highest numbers. On a typical sunny Sunday working the Stansted control zone there will be 2 or 3 infringements by GA aircraft; an embarrassment to all of us in the GA community. From the NATS statistics (CAA statistics are slightly different) around 92% of the infringements are attributable to GA with 77% being UK registered. 
Next day onto Epcot, which for those that may not know is a sort of Disney World for grown ups. We had lunch in Germany and dinner in Morocco (several countries are represented around the lakeside, so it isn't too difficult to do that). At lunch I saw another chuckle raising Tee shirt. On the back it said…Madeira Beach, a quaint drinking village with a fishing problem. Someone had got their priorities right. 
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Just before dinner Pete and I did two chosen rides:  One was called Test Track, which was sponsored by GM and was meant to replicate what a motor manufacturer has to do to test his vehicles. So from hill climbing we went over very rough ground, accelerated down straights to sharp bends at the end and were generally thrown about. The scariest bit was when a large US style truck came out of the gloom on our side of the road.

The other ride called Soarin (I know there should be a ‘g’ on the end but we were in America) was absolutely fantastic. If you ever get to Epcot have a go on this one. You strap yourself into a seat, which lifts up off the floor and can then pitch and roll. In front of you a huge screen is dropped down and projected on it is the view from a very low flying camera. I don’t know how it was done but my guess is a gyro stabilised camera pod slung beneath a helicopter. No blade shadows
can be seen so if it was a chopper the film wasn’t taken from the cockpit. You turn and bank through river valleys and go over rocky outcrops so low that you actually lift your feet up. You are then flown along the deck of a carrier and chase a large helicopter that has just taken off. I think this Disney chap can pull a few strings.

The finale involves flying over the magic kingdom at night, accompanied by Tinkerbell at one stage (I always did believe in fairies) and then through a firework display, the explosions from which pummel your diaphragm. Jane is a scaredy cat and didn’t participate but when I told her about it she regretted not trying it.

Unusual Amphibian!
Haven’t a clue what this is. (any guesses? - Ed) (It’s a Sikorsky S-39 from 1930)
The following day we were due to return and the UK airports opened up again for us. Just as well as had our scheduled return flight been cancelled, we would have gone to the back of the queue and would have been out there for another two or three weeks.
Duds
OXFORD
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