that there is often a request for you to add your comments and you really should be doing this. You may also notice that a couple of more recent air space items have been totally taken up by volunteers in those locations and this was a result of making a request for people in the areas concerned to come forward. Remember that it is both good points in any of the proposals as well as the items we need to object to that need to be in your representations.

The message is therefore not to leave all this work to a few but get involved yourselves. You cannot blame the few if some appalling piece of regulation appears on the statute books and you didn’t bother to comment during the consultation period. Yes, you do have time to get your thoughts to the regulators!
You may also find the GA Alliance website www.gaalliance.org.uk of interest.

I don’t think there has ever been a time when aviation’s regulations and airspace have been in such a state of change as is occurring right now! Your input to the consultations is very important.
Aviation Charts
The rather odd system where the aeronautical charts are produced and sold by the national regulator, the CAA, using data from Ordnance Survey and aviation details from NATS will be resolved later this year. NATS will be taking on the production and sale of aeronautical charts as soon as they can set up the database.

The latest revisions of the CAA charts are now available on Memory Map software.  Visit www.memory-map.co.uk for more information.

British Rotorcraft Association (BRA)
The BRA has been considering amalgamating with the BMAA but after detailed discussions has decided to remain independent. They are still affiliated to the LAA and have a representative on the National Council.
Great Vintage Flying Weekend – 9th & 10th May
Although it was good to see this event restarting a number of aspects of the organisation will need to be refined in future. The need for slot times was abandoned on the Sunday as being unnecessary and impractical for many vintage aircraft. Parts of the layout of the site will improve as the organisers evaluate this year’s event and we can all look forward to a Great VFWE in years to come.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!) 2009
12th to 14th June – Aero-Expo, Booker

27th & 28th June – VAC Sandown, IoW Weekend

8th July – LAA Oxford Branch evening; BBQ
18th July – LAA Shuttleworth Party in the Park, Old Warden

25th July – Bleriot 100th Anniversary celebrations, Kent & France
1st to 3rd August – VAC Anglo-Irish fly-in, Dunkeswell
12th August – LAA Oxford Branch evening; Michael Fopp, Long Distance flying
19th August – GASCo Seminar, AAIB, ‘ATC, Friend or Foe?’
4th to 6th September – Rally, Sywell revisited
9th September – LAA Oxford Branch evening; Pete Smoothy, Midnight Sun
26th September – GASCo Seminar, Marshalls Cambridge; interpreting weather

9th December – LAA Oxford Branch visit to JET at Culham; names to Pete ASAP
Have you checked out the LAA website at www.laa.uk.com ?
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Chairman – Pete Smoothy



Secretary – Barbara Rose;
Treasurer & Aerial Events – John Siertsema;

Evening Events – John Bean;


Social Events – Colin Hughes;
Safety Officer, NC Rep, Newsletter & web moderator – John Broad
Regular Meetings

19:30 hrs on 2nd Wed of each Month at Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill Oxford
Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.laaoxford.co.uk and moderated by myself. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply me with articles and photographs as soon as possible to john.broad85@talktalk.net 
May meeting report; Andy Gibbs, HM Revenue & Customs
Andy’s job always makes me feel nervous as I seem to be naturally guilty, even if I’ve not done anything wrong. Andy is however a really nice chap who spoke about the subject of the UK Border Agency in a very entertaining manner whilst still getting the message across.
The UK Border Agency is the new name for the merged investigation branch and the HMRC; but Andy said he still considers himself a “Customs Officer”. Since joining in 1976 he has been involved with the GA side of aviation for the last 16 years. He was part of the “rummage unit”, a group sent to search aircraft thoroughly especially after a tip off, and is still based at Heathrow where he is part of the GA Intelligence Team. GA covers all non scheduled passenger or freight movements from 747’s to powered parachutes and over 80% of all aircraft movements are GA. There can be around 3 to 400 movements across the Channel on a fine Sunday in the summer.
The team operate under the Customs and Excise Management Act (CEMA) 1979. Part 1 defines an aerodrome as “aerodrome means any area of land or water designed, equipped, set apart of commonly used for affording facilities for the landing and departure of aircraft”; which means wherever you land they can be there. There are 39 designated “airports” defined as Civil Aviation Customs Airports (Order 2001). The teams authority is defined in sections S21, S35, S27, S38 and S33 of the Act; basically, this allows them to board, access, inspect and check records. Inspect but not dismantle note. Andy did also say that if they use any tools or documents, books, etc they will have signed them out and will only let the aircraft go when everything is signed back in. They recognise the problems of loose or lost items moving around in the aircraft which could endanger flight and ensure that anything they bring out to an aircraft is also taken away. Apart from the 39 designated airports they also have certificates of agreement with 94 other major aerodromes. There are also approximately 3,500 other sites where flying machines can operate from in the UK. Any airfield can apply for a Customs Operating Aerodrome (COA) status, which would specify the flights and periods of notification required; only flights to and from the EU require 4 hours notice. A non designated airfield where the flight is to depart to an EU destination does not require any notification. In practice though, pilots file a General Aviation Report (GAR) form, which has the departure and arrival times. Arrivals from the EU require 4 hours notification. Departure and arrivals for the Channel Islands requires 12 hours notice if flying from a COA. If departing or arriving from a country outside the EU then 24 hours notice is required. All notifications go to the National Customs Unit (NCU) at Ipswich (NCU@HMRC.gsi.gov.uk).
Why are HMRC interested in GA? The appeal of GA to the criminals is the obvious answer. HMRC do recognise though that around 98% of all GA pilots are law abiding; 1% are just awkward individuals and 1% are criminals or hired by criminals. The advantage of ease of movement; to be able to fly within the EU with relative anonymity; a cost effective method of transportation and the relatively relaxed frontier controls of Andy, Ralph and Steve! 

What is the risk?

Drug smugglers, money launderers, arms dealers, terrorists i.e. people and not the aircraft. Although the politicians seem to get frightened about crashing a light aircraft into a building, HMRC know that the aircraft would be destroyed with little or no damage to the building. People smuggling is carrying criminals rather than migrants although this does happen as well. MTIC fraud; this is where small but high value items such as mobile telephones are transported from one country to another and back again to avoid paying VAT but charging the final customer full price and then pocketing the value of the tax. Transport of high value excise goods. Smuggling aircraft to save the VAT on aircraft under 8 tonnes.
The team’s remit is to use information received from a variety of intelligence sources, process the information, disseminate to the relevant authorities, hold briefings, liaise with other departments such as DfT, CAA, RAF police, overseas units, etc. To carry out awareness presentations to ATC, Air Taxi operators, air brokers and GA organisations such as the LAA. They also analyse GA reports completed by pilots, crew and passengers, carry out radar tracking exercises and use information from other agencies. They also use all facilities available to publicise their work including the LAA, AOPA, Flying Farmers, etc. and they will have a stand at Aero-Expo and at Farnborough. The number of seizures of aircraft has gone up from 2 in 1993 to 6 in 2007. The amount of drugs found has increased from 4 kgs in 1993 to 500 kgs in 2007.

Andy then moved onto what he called his “war stories”, which proved the efficiency of their operations. A Hughes 300 took off from Kortrijk in Belgium at night routing to the Isle of Sheppey but landed at a golf course where 16 kgs of ecstasy was seized as Andy’s team were waiting for him. A TB10 took off from Blackpool routing to Gloucestershire but actually went to France first. In this case 18 kgs of cocaine was seized, the pilot and four others received a total of 57 years in jail. A Boeing 707 freighter from Montego to Southend drew attention on landing by parking out on the airfield. A search found 270 kgs of cocaine worth £100 million on the open market. In 2004 a PA32 was ferrying Turkish immigrants at £5k each and had made 9 previous trips; the pilot got 22 years in jail. February 2008 a PA28 in-bound from France air dropped 2.5 kgs of cocaine and 7 hand guns into a field in Essex where the police arrived to catch the 4x4 collecting them; the pilot got 17 years in jail.
Andy’s talk was both an interesting insight into how HMRC operate plus he is a useful contact for us all to use if we see something odd going on. If you do spot something, please contact Andy on 07796 938766 or 07017 400146 or by e-mail andy.gibbs@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk as I know he will welcome your information. We must all try and keep GA clean as any of these scandals getting out to our twitchy politicians will cause them to try and create unnecessary new regulations!
Vintage Cessna Club?
A couple of excellent events last month could lead to a new club being formed. There was a Luscombe and Cessna fly-in at Sywell on the 2nd of May and a vintage Cessna fly-in to Popham on the 10th May where the subject of a new club was being formulated. There used to be a Cessna 120 / 140 club but this gradually faded away and anyway, the Cessna marque as a whole should be covered in a [image: image2.png]LAA
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similar manner to the Vintage Piper Club. Nigel Barrett organised the Luscombe and Cessna event originally to have a line up of Luscombes on one side and Cessna 120 / 140’s on the opposite side as they look so similar. He not only achieved this but also had some fine examples of early 150’s, 170’s, 172’s and my favourites, the big 165 and 195. At the dinner in the evening he raised the subject of a Cessna Owners Club and has even got a volunteer to start the web site. All you Cessna owners need to get your contact details off to Nigel to get the Club active. To cap it all off the Vintage Cessna meet at Popham also had three of the four in the UK Cessna Airmasters, one flown in by Nigel Barrett. I got the wonderful opportunity to ride in the number three as these superb big machines flew along the flight line. Brilliant!
LAA Consultation & Regulation
Have you asked yourself why you are a member of the LAA or if you are not a member, why not? You may own a permit aircraft and therefore are a member to gain all the advantages of owning that type of aircraft under the LAA system. You may just be interested in light aviation and come along to the meetings to meet fellow enthusiasts. You may have a C of A type aircraft but wish to be a member to enjoy the company of all the friends you have made as part of this great Association. What most do not do is get involved in all the work continuously needed to retain free airspace and keep regulation to the minimum.
I recommend you visit the LAA website and look under the heading “Consultation & Regulation” and be amazed at what pops up. You will see a list of the current battles, or should that be discussions, being effectively dealt with by just a few volunteer members of the LAA. You can also pull up a list of items either already dealt with or in need of further work or awaiting a conclusion from the authority concerned. You will also notice that this list of authorities cover a huge range in the UK plus some massive documents from Europe and EASA. You will also notice 
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