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Auster amongst the daisies
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Pete’s Robin DR400
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John, you put the drink in the glass and the sausage in your bap?
Colin’s Jodel
LAA Party in the Park & Aero-Expo reports on the website
Both events were very successful with the weather playing a major part in both but for different reasons. The VIPs attending Shuttleworth were very impressed.
Welcome New Members
A warm welcome is extended to Peter Ligertwood, Irene Reveco and Kelston Chorley who joined us at the June meeting.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!) 2010
11th August – LAA Oxford Branch meeting – Ken Forteskew talk on Miles Aircraft
14th August – LAA Oxford Branch Young Aviators day – Cancelled
21st August – LAA Oxford Branch Young Aviators fallback day – Cancelled
3rd, 4th & 5th September – LAA Rally, Sywell
8th September – LAA Oxford Branch meeting
19th September – VAC & Turweston Wings & Wheels
9th or 10th October – VAC Sackville Farm BBQ
13th October – LAA Oxford Branch meeting; Grass Strip Aviation

30th October – VAC All Hallows fly-in, Leicester

10th November – LAA Oxford Branch meeting

13th November – LAA AGM, Turweston

19th November – VAC AGM & Social, Littlebury Hotel, Bicester

8th December – LAA Oxford Branch Quiz night
Have you checked out the LAA website at www.laa.uk.com ?
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Chairman – Pete Smoothy


Secretary – Barbara Rose
Treasurer – David Brooks
Evening Events – John Bean

Social Events – Colin Hughes
Safety Officer, NC Rep, Newsletter & web moderator – John Broad john.broad85@talktalk.net 
Regular Meetings

19:30 hrs on 2nd Wed of each Month at Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill Oxford
June Meeting Report
No speaker this month, just lots of news.

Report by Pete Smoothy on the LAA inspectors forum held at LAA HQ on the 21st May. Very interesting speakers working on the theme of vintage and historic aircraft included Ken Craigie with some items from the black museum, a very animated talk by Andy McLuskie complete with banjo, Peter Harvey on the problems arising from the current litigious society and our own Matt Pettit with some of his experiences of working on old aircraft. Airworld UK had a stand at the event as well as they look after the Jodel aircraft amongst others.
The Airspace Infringement Working Group (AIWG) is making some progress in refining the statistics to discover who is infringing and why. One of the results is the knowledge that many infringements are caused by people going for a local “bimble” around the flying site and inadvertently straying into CAS. It is also recognised that many Air Traffic Controllers do not have any experience of flying, especially in GA type aircraft. To address this issue the GA community has been asked to contact their local ATC unit and offer the controllers a flight. This can work both ways as the ATC unit could offer a look round their site to enable GA pilots to have some appreciation of the controller’s problems as well. NATS will be organising around 4 further pilot / controller events in the south of the country.
GASCo has now signed an agreement with the CAA to take on the safety evening programme for the coming winter. The plan is initially to have two Regional Safety Officers (RSOs), one in the north and one for the south. These will be increased in number over the coming years and this is where you might come in? If you know of anyone who might be interested in becoming one of the RSOs, they should contact GASCo. There will be a small honorarium and sensible expenses. The candidates should not look upon this as an opportunity to get on their soapbox about the establishment but should be capable of arranging visits to local clubs and struts to seek out issues and arrange safety evenings.
Airbox AWARE; report from Dave Johnson
Firstly, what's in the box? Apart from the unit itself, there is a mains charger, an adaptor to run/charge it from a cigarette lighter socket, a USB cable to connect to a computer (this can be used to charge it and to download updates) and an earpiece.
The unit is loaded with (fairly out-of-date) charts of the whole of the UK and runs under Windows CE. To start it you press the power button and after about 1 minute a screen appears, showing the status of the database, warning if is out of date. A touch of the screen takes you into the moving map display, with the option to zoom in/out.
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The screen also displays your location, both as GPS coordinates and relative to airfields, etc. it also displays the GPS-derived altitude. If you are near to, or your current course will take you into conflict with any kind of restricted airspace, it emits a triple 'beep' and a box in the top right-hand corner shows the nature of the area against a background flashing alternately red/white. The message that mine is displaying now reads G Challow Hill Farm 0-1000AGL (this is a local paramotor site).
The airspace restrictions can be downloaded - free of charge - from the NATS site (NB this is NOT an update of the charts) once a month.
In use, I have found the unit a very valuable addition to my existing GPS and I would not fly without it. However, I do have one or two criticisms:-
1) BATTERY LIFE!!! At little more than 1 hour, this is quite useless for anything more than a local 'bimble'. As I don't have a ‘lighter’ socket, I have invested in a 'Power Monkey' which allows much longer use (I don't know how long - it hasn't run out yet!).
2) I recently transited the Manchester Low Level Corridor and it was nagging me the whole time, telling me it was Class 'D' down to ground level.
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3) Although the display is bright enough to see in sunlight, I found it almost impossible to read the small text in the warning window if the light was at all bright.
4) I don't see the point of the earpiece, they're not much use with a headset, and more practical would be some adaptor to feed the audio into the headset lead. Having said that, I could hear the beep despite wearing a headset and my C182 is not particularly quiet!
5) I find the on-line update procedure a bit 'clunky', but this may improve when I have got used to it.
I suspect that Airbox have plans to enhance the unit in future (it already has a spare button which doesn't do anything) and it uses an easily replaceable SD card which presumably holds the software.
Dave Johnson
Hinton Tea Party – 12th June
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Fine weather, excellent food, good company and an aviation environment; what more could you ask for!
Those who missed out on the Hinton Tea Party on the 12th June missed a really good event. Pete had cleaned out the hangar and prepared it for the expected visitors with tables and chairs. Dave Brooks had brought along his “instant BBQ”, as he said “much easier to use gas than wait for the coals to warm up”.

Brian Lamb had produced another of his wonderful fruit cakes and fine selections of other cakes were brought along by Barbara and others.

Visitors included Rob Stobo in his Auster, Colin Hughes in his Jodel and nice to see Peter Ligertwood and Kelston Chorley in a Cirrus.

With David Brooks piloting the BBQ, there were soon some perfectly cooked burgers and sausages being produced for the hungry throng.

The photographs give an idea of the good time everyone had; with many thanks to Pete Smoothy for the use of his hangar and all the work he and Ann put in to make the day such a success.
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After such a good feast and a chat amongst friends some just had to go flying Colin gave Dave Brooks the opportunity to experience flight in the brilliant Jodel. Pete took many of the guests for a buzz round in the Robin.
OXFORD
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