LAA Rally - Sywell
After a trial run last year this year will be a back to the full strength version and will run from the 3rd to the 5th of September again at Sywell aerodrome. You can find all the details on the LAA website under:

http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/rally.html. Not only will you be able to fly in and camp under the wings but you can drive in and camp in the new camping area. As the LAA CE Pete Harvey has said “The LAA Sywell Rally promises to be the UK premier light aviation event for 2010. We're hoping to bring back many of the previous activities such as trade exhibition, LAA activities showcase, Educational Trust courses, aircraft awards, aviation flea market with ‘sales and wants’ board, beer tent, awards dinner, etc”. Whilst it would be very good for you to go along to support your own Association you could try volunteering to help. 
Milton Keynes Aviation Society (MKAS)
Some of you may already know of this very active organisation but for those who don’t they organise some very interesting talks and visits. For example there is a visit on Sunday 12th September to Cotswold Airport (Kemble) for a guided tour of the Bristol Aero Collection and the Britannia. On the 3rd November there is a visit to RAF Middle Wallop for a comprehensive afternoon tour of the Army Air Corps base and the AAC Historic flight. You can keep up to date with their activities by looking at their website at www.mkas.net. You don’t have to be a member to join in but they would obviously appreciate it if you did as it is only £20 per annum.
Turweston Wings & Wheels – 19th September
This event has grown into a major gathering of aircraft, vintage & classic cars, motorcycles, commercial vehicles, tractors, stationary engines and lots more to keep people entertained. Put the date in your diary and tell all your friends.
Flying to France in factory built permit aircraft
Those who hadn’t realised it and have flown to France may not have been insured and not realised that it was illegal. Although both home built and micro light aircraft had been given permission, factory built aircraft on a permit got missed off the ruling. The problem is being addressed but it is not as simple as you may at first think. Keep an eye on the LAA website for updates.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!) 2010
14th August – LAA Oxford Branch Young Aviators day – Cancelled
21st August – LAA Oxford Branch Young Aviators fallback day – Cancelled
3rd, 4th & 5th September – LAA Rally, Sywell
8th September – LAA Oxford Branch meeting – David Joyce; Dawn to Dusk
19th September – VAC & Turweston Wings & Wheels
9th or 10th October – VAC Sackville Farm BBQ
13th October – LAA Oxford Branch meeting; Grass Strip Aviation

30th October – VAC All Hallows fly-in, Leicester

10th November – LAA Oxford Branch meeting

13th November – LAA AGM, Turweston

19th November – VAC AGM & Social, Littlebury Hotel, Bicester

8th December – LAA Oxford Branch Quiz night
Have you checked out the LAA website at www.laa.uk.com ?
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Chairman – Pete Smoothy


Secretary – Barbara Rose
Treasurer – David Brooks
Evening Events – John Bean

Social Events – Colin Hughes
Safety Officer, NC Rep, Newsletter & web moderator – John Broad john.broad85@talktalk.net 
Regular Meetings

19:30 hrs on 2nd Wed of each Month at Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill Oxford
July Meeting Report
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I read that this year has been one of the driest for ages with some quite warm temperatures. Very annoying then to have the evening of the Branch BBQ overcast and decidedly chilly! This didn’t stop all the members and their friends from having a good time and the staff at the Foxcombe Lodge Hotel worked hard to provide some excellent food. The BBQ range was still set up out on the patio but the cold weather meant that everyone took the food back indoors to eat.

I took a couple of photographs to record the happy people at the event. Dick Tolley would feel left out if this report didn’t feature him as he was quick enough to be first at the food. What a big one Dick!
Everyone had a good opportunity for a chat and to catch up with each others news since the last time they met, which was probably at the quiz last year.
Some excellent sweet appeared on the table in the meeting room and soon disappeared as people just couldn’t resist them.
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Farnborough 2010
I haven’t been to the Farnborough air show for ages as the last time I went the traffic leaving the site was horrendous. When the opportunity came up, thanks to the Youth & Education Support (YES) of the LAA, I jumped at the chance. 
By a convoluted but very successful arrangement I was collected from White Waltham by Mike Clews as he had a pass to a car park on site. This wasn’t a free trip though as I had to represent the LAA board at the display of the latest Build-a-Plane set up in the ‘Futures’ Pavilion. I heard that they had great fun trying, and succeeding, in getting the Yateley School Build-a-Plane aircraft through the door. 
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As the only full size aircraft within this stand it certainly made its presence known. Staff and pupils from Yateley School were on hand to answer questions from the many visitors and press and representatives from the RAeS made sure people knew that the project was being run by them. As Boeing has financed this project they had both the head of communications and the Chief Executive in attendance. The team from the LAA added lots of LAA banners and hundreds of copies of LA Today were distributed to the hundreds of interested visitors.
There was a presentation up in the Boeing hospitality booth followed by a lunch and we had a good view of the start of the air show from the balcony.

Seeing the huge Airbus 380 being pulled to the other side of the airfield with the mighty Avro Vulcan in front of it made us realise just how big it really is. The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight Avro Lancaster flew in and taxied in front of both the Vulcan and the A380, again showing the huge differences in size.
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When the A380 took off it certainly impressed with both the short run and the angle of the climb; it was of course empty and probably light on fuel. To see an aircraft of that size manoeuvring within the bounds of the aerodrome is just amazing.

I have paid substantial amounts to get the Avro Vulcan back into the sky but had not seen the aircrafts full display until this Farnborough Show. It was worth the wait to see and feel the takeoff with that unique delta shape climbing on four columns of smoke at an incredible angle. The wing over always impresses as the aircraft just seems to hang in the sky; very impressive.
The blades aerobatic team are really outstanding and the thunder from the modern fighters force people to watch as their fly by wire systems allow them to “fly” in some very unnatural ways.

Excellent day and the LAA was pushed into the public’s view thanks to all the hard work from the YES team and the youngsters from Yateley School. Boeing took the opportunity to announce that the next three Schools have been chosen and so more LAA Branches will be involved in helping with the construction.
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