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Light Aircraft Association




The fun bit is to have a go at flour bombing or spot landing and there will be a free BBQ for those who book and are LAA members. Register your interest very soon with Penny Sharpe at LAA HQ on 01280 846788; you may even enjoy learning.
MCASD (Military, Civil Air Safety Day) at RAF Scampton
This took place on March 14th with the hosts being the Red Arrows. A series of talks were given by Flt Lt Andy Robins - Red 10 on infringements of the Red Arrows display Restricted zones, David Drake – CAA Dept of Airspace Policy on infringements of controlled airspace and the cost in both time and money to commercial traffic, Sqn Ldr Steve O’Neil – on Lincolnshire airspace including a list of airspace infringements by both military and civilian aircraft; David Cockburn – CAA SRG on GPS navigation and Cdr Paul Brundle on the latest ATSOCAS situation. The 80 or so visitors were then taken by coach to the airfield to watch a special training display by five of the Red Arrows followed by a visit to the maintenance hangar. Flt Lt Andy Robins emphasised the many sources for obtaining information on the Red Arrows displays including the telephone number 0500 354 802 and the one from overseas 00 44 20 899 2401 plus the AIS website www.AIS.org.uk. 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!)

19th April – VAC Daffodil Rally – Fenland.

3rd or 10th May – Wine Tasting, 19:30 – date to be finalised. If your interested, please give your name to Colin Hughes.

4th May – Abingdon Air Show and Country Fair

10th or 11th May – LAA National Young Aviators Weekend – Oxford to assist Swindon. Pilots names to Colin; ground helpers welcome.
14th May – LAA Oxford – Customs & Excise; to be confirmed.

16th to 18th May Great Vintage Flying Weekend – Hullavington CANCELLED
31st May & 1st June – LAA South West Regional Rally – Dunkeswell

11th June – LAA Oxford – Astronomy for the people

13th to 15th June – Aero-Expo – Wycombe Air Park

21st June – LAA Oxford – Social Fly in – Details to be announced.

21st & 22nd June – Air Britain Classic Fly-in – North Weald

5th & 6th July – LAA Regional Rally – Popham

9th July – LAA Oxford – Barbecue

12th & 13th July – Royal International Air Tattoo – Fairford

19th & 20th July – LAA / Shuttleworth British Centenary Air Display

26th July – LAA Pilot Coaching Scheme special event day – Sywell.

9th & 10th August – LAA Regional Rally – Sherburn

13th August – LAA Oxford – Autogyro Flying – Gerry Speich

7th September – LAA Oxford – Young Aviators

10th September – LAA Oxford – RAF Benson; Air traffic Control.

21st September – LAA Oxford – Young Aviators fall back date.

5th October – LAA Pilot Coaching Scheme special event day – Popham.

8th October – LAA Oxford – Branch evening; speaker to be determined

12th November – LAA Oxford – Micro light flying in the Himalayas – David Young

10th December – LAA Oxford – Quiz

Have you checked out the revised LAA website at www.laa.uk.com ?
Chairman – Pete Smoothy
Secretary – Barbara Rose; Treasurer & Aerial Events – John Siertsema;

Evening Events – John Bean; Social Events – Colin Hughes; 
Safety Officer, NC Rep, Newsletter & web moderator – John Broad

Regular Meetings

19:30 hrs on 2nd Wed of each Month at Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill Oxford
Photograph & Information Request.

The Oxford Group has a web site at www.laaoxford.co.uk and moderated by myself. This site is built on information supplied by you, the members, and requires an input from you to ensure it is filled with useful and interesting items. Please supply me with articles and photographs as soon as possible to john.broad85@talktalk.net 

March Meeting – George Simoni
It all started back in 2006 with a flying instructor friend of George’s getting involved with trying to teach a couple of students in India how to fly the Pegasus Quantum micro-lights they had recently bought! He had been out in India for 6 months but had spent most of the time trying to maintain the aircraft. George was asked if he could go over to carry out the engineering, allowing him to concentrate on the instruction. One of the Indian students had mortgaged not only his own house but also his parents and his brothers to get the money together to buy the micro-light! Sounded good to George and so it was that he found himself flying into Mumbai and then on to Aurangabad. The “airstrip” was located around 35 kms from where they were staying and they often used a tiny car to transport five people each way.
As George explained, the huge range of vehicles and animals on the road made each day’s journey special with something weird or amazing happening on or at the side of the road. He showed some photographs of ridiculously overloaded bicycles, trucks and motorcycles as well as the expected cattle wandering around. A sign on the rear tailgate of one of the trucks also gave an indication of why it was so noisy – ‘sound your horn’ being the norm for every vehicle!

Once at the “strip”, a tin hangar contained the two aircraft and very little else. On the roof a windsock, in very inconspicuous colours, pointed in the direction of the prevailing wind – 90 degrees across the strip! The rough dirt strip measured 230 metres, they were told it was 270 metres but either way it was too short. Add to that the 4 feet high cotton crop at one end and the 13 foot high sugar cane at the other plus it was at 2000 feet and hot as well and you can all see that the flying would be challenging. Oh, and the ground was also covered in thorns about 2 inches long!
By compensating the farmer with the cotton crop they managed to extend this to 290 metres and the roughness and soft areas were reworked by a JCB. By watering and rolling numerous times, the surface became more like a runway.
One of the two machines was already damaged when one of the students decided he had been taught enough and attempted a solo flight. The embarrassing part being that his subsequent crash was in front of all his family who had arrived to see him fly!
With the strip in slightly better condition the decision was made to try another flight. The news spread and a large wedding gazebo structure appeared and all the dignitaries including the mayor and the chief of police from the surrounding area turned up to watch. By this time the windsock had been replaced by one with more normal high visibility colours and a rope across the front of the tin hangar seemed to stop the locals from entering and touching things.
The pilots were supposed to call the nearest airport to inform them of the flights but at a distance of approximately 50 kms away this proved impractical.

George showed some photographs taken from the air which provided a good idea of the poor visibility from the air pollution and that everywhere was covered in small fields or houses. The people seemed to always be burning something but this had an advantage that you always knew which way the wind was blowing. Any emergency landing would however be very difficult.

The take off and the flight were uneventful but the landing on the rough strip proved rather hard, damaging the nose-wheel, breaking the propeller and the engine. Now they had two damaged micro-lights and hadn’t really started the training schedule.
They managed to borrow an Indian made micro-light called (something like) a Raj Hanser; this looked a bit like the X-Air and had a bigger set of wheels and a suspension system more suitable for the rough terrain. It did however have a very small engine and the propeller was of unspecified manufacture. The wing was of very old design and the battens had to be reshaped to form a nearer to correct profile. The normal wing tensioning system was missing completely and had to be fabricated from nylon cord. A trial flight solo proved the machine to be capable of flight although it seemed to always want to turn left. Each of the students had a go with the instructor and made it back OK. George by this time felt he had been on the ground long enough and took the machine into the air for a short flight.
Whilst out in the downwind position he hit some serious sink and made an attempt at full power to get back onto the strip. The machine was not going to make it and George chose what he thought was a small track to the side of the cotton field to land on. This proved to be an earth bank and the machine went from flying at around 50 mph to zero in around 17 feet!!

The aircraft folded up with the engine striking George in the back. The other members of the team gave him the best first aid they could but he needed to get to hospital and quickly. The little car was used for this job with George hanging from the grab handle to take the strain off his broken back.
Once in the hospital the surgeon treated him well and he spent the next few months recovering. He broke his back, arm, all his ribs, gashed his leg and had a huge gash across his head! He amusingly told us that he used to have a bent nose but that also got broken and is now straight; a form of unintentional plastic surgery!

George noticed that the families of those in the hospital visited regularly to bring them food, otherwise they would not be fed. A couple of rather attractive ladies seemed to like George and visited him frequently?!

Once mobile again, George had time to visit some of the local tourist sites such as the Mini Taj, a structure rather like the famous Taj Mahal but built for his mother and the caves at Ajanta which hold the reclining Buddha.
Eventually George returned to the UK by taking the train to Mumbai but his troubles were still not over as he broke his arm again on the train!

You may have seen George on the Grass Strip Aviation Ltd stand at SPLASH.
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Fokker Eindecker (3/4 scale) – Around £10,000
And just in case you were wondering, the 2 students did eventually go solo!
LAA News
PFA ET – (Education Trust) is now up and running with Ian Bloys now employed on a commission basis to raise funds for the trust and to set up a number of training programmes. The name will be changed to LAA in the near future.
The present CEO, Mr Graham Newby is standing down and his replacement will be Mr Peter Harvey. Graham is handing over during the next few months to ensure a smooth transition of the work entailed.

Austers are being transferred, if the owners wish to do so, to the LAA Permit system and “SPARS” has been updated to include details of the Cirrus and Gipsy engines.
The Jodels should be able to transfer to LAA Permits after April 1st as no Type Rating Agency (TRA) has come forward to take on the type.

Stampes are a bit different as some are used for commercial operations and a few of the operators are likely to come forward to take on the TRA.

You will have read in the last LA magazine that the first electric powered aircraft will have its LAA fees waived. An opportunity here for any budding designers to produce something really special?
Pilot Coaching Scheme Special Event Days
There are two really fun training days organised by the Pilot Coaches local to the Oxford branch which you should try to attend. The first is on July 26th at Sywell and the second is on October 5th at Popham. Not only can you meet the coaches but you can book some time extending your knowledge of aviating. Try something different or learn about new navigation techniques for example. 
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