Things in the Air?!
Ofcom: Yes, they are having another go at trying to “tax” the airwaves! With the deadline date moved to the 22nd April you have the opportunity, if you haven’t already done so, to send in you r responses. Their plan to charge for a frequency but then to reallocate the frequency to someone else if you don’t pay is just not sensible. They don’t seem to realise that if the frequency becomes available they do not have control over where that frequency may be allocated, it could be somewhere in Europe and will be lost for both the UK and to Ofcom to tax. 
EC300: This is the European plan for airport security which becomes law on April 29th. Due to the difficulties in being able to comply many states have to file a derogation to carry on as is. The UK is suggesting that small airfields and aircraft under 5700 kgs should be exempt. We do need to have a kind of “Airfield Watch” though to ensure terrorism; drug running or people running are reported to the police as soon as anyone notices anything suspicious.
SERA (Standardised European Regulated Airspace): The date for responses closed on the 12th with the LAA sending in a number of major points. Amusingly, their 500foot rule is not from any structure but above ground. This would mean that if you find a bridge with a clear height underneath of 550 feet, you could fly under it!
Infringements: THE subject of the day / year; it is essential that the number of infringements of Controlled Air Space is brought to as near zero as possible! Always plan on an up to date chart, always check the Notams, always plan to fly well clear of controlled air space, and that means both horizontally and vertically.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES (or PDA’s!) 2010
17th April – VAC Daffodil Rally, Fenland

1st May – LAA Oxford Branch Skittles Match, Tackley NB: CANCELLED
2nd May – Abingdon Air & County Show; Dalton Barracks

8th & 9th May – Great Vintage Flying Weekend, Kemble
12th May – LAA Oxford Branch meeting; Jonathan Smith from NATS
30th May – Classic Homebuilt Aircraft Fly-in, Leicester
9th June – LAA Oxford Branch meeting

19th June – LAA Shuttleworth Party in the Park, Old Warden

19th June Air Britain Fly-in, North Weald

26th & 27th June – Aero-Expo, Wycombe Air Park

3rd & 4th July – VAC Camping Weekend, Sandown, IoW (To be confirmed)

14th July – LAA Oxford Branch BBQ

11th August – LAA Oxford Branch meeting

3rd, 4th & 5th September – LAA Rally, Sywell
8th September – LAA Oxford Branch meeting
19th September – VAC & Turweston Wings & Wheels
9th or 10th October – VAC Sackville Farm BBQ
13th October – LAA Oxford Branch meeting; Grass Strip Aviation

30th October – VAC All Hallows fly-in, Leicester

10th November – LAA Oxford Branch meeting

13th November – LAA AGM, Turweston

19th November – VAC AGM & Social, Littlebury Hotel, Bicester

8th December – LAA Oxford Branch Quiz night
Have you checked out the LAA website at www.laa.uk.com ?
[image: image1.jpg]pe=ion ROOK

@

N ROQK




Chairman – Pete Smoothy


Secretary – Barbara Rose
Treasurer – David Brooks
Evening Events – John Bean

Social Events – Colin Hughes
Safety Officer, NC Rep, Newsletter & web moderator – John Broad john.broad85@talktalk.net 
Regular Meetings

19:30 hrs on 2nd Wed of each Month at Foxcombe Lodge Hotel, Boars Hill Oxford
March Meeting – Don’t mention the War!
Dick Tolley did, but I think he got away with it.
The talk by our fellow member came about after he asked his 10 year old neighbour what he was going to be doing at school that day. The lad said they were studying World War 2 and Dick said he remembered all that as he had lived through it. Dick offered to visit the school and tell all the children about his experiences, which he did. The talk he gave us this evening is adapted from that presentation.
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Dick took along some items from the period like his gas mask and his auntie’s ration book. When he put it on he asked if it improved his looks; you can guess the answer! As a child he had to carry this mask around in case the Germans dropped bombs containing gas and they had regular exercises to ensure they knew how to put them on. At the age of 11, Dick can remember listening to the radio with his father in September 1939 and hearing Chamberlain say that we were now at war with Germany.
As the war started the schools had all the windows taped over to prevent the glass from flying around if a bomb should drop nearby. In the evening people had blackout curtains to put over the windows and wardens patrolled the streets to ensure that no light was showing as this would have assisted the German bomber pilots. All the street lamps were turned off and the lamp posts had a white band painted around them to make them easier to see as people walked about. Dick used to live in Headington, east Oxford where they installed an air raid siren on the roof of Holyoake Hall; Dick’s vocal version of the air raid siren warning made us jump and just when we thought he was going to be quiet, he let rip with the “all clear” signal! 
The few motor vehicles that were around, about 1 in 10 people had a car, also had their lights covered over with just a small slot allowing some light to shine on the ground. Petrol was severely rationed from 1939 to 100 or 200 miles per week, depending on the capacity of the car, and this only stopped in 1952. 

Then there were the evacuees and Dick remembered seeing a group of about 50 children being escorted along the road by a schoolmaster. The master knocked on their front door and informed his mother that they had to look after 2 evacuees, 2 little lads. They were called “Tooley” and Dick’s family name is “Tolley”, strange. They had a small case each with all the belongings they could carry having left their parents in London. They stayed for about one year.
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Although a couple of bombs dropped on Kidlington, nothing was dropped in their immediate area. They did have aircraft flying over day and night though. Within 15 miles of Oxford were Kidlington, now London Oxford Airport, with Airspeed Oxfords and Harvards, training night and day. Benson, now the helicopter flight, with Spitfires and Mosquito’s doing photographic reconnaissance. Mount Farm, now Berinsfield housing estate, with the American Air Force and their P38 Lightnings. Chalgrove, now the home of Martin Baker, with their P38 Lightnings. Oakley, now much reduced and has a microlight strip, used to have Vickers Wellington bombers training air gunners. Dick was in the Air Cadets during the War and got rides in the Wellington bombers during training flights. They were “attacked” by a Miles Martinet whereupon the Wellington was thrown all over the sky. Abingdon, now the Army Dalton Barracks, used to have Whitley bombers. Haddenham, near Thame, used to have training the army to fly Hotspur gliders. This site still has gliding for the Upward Bound Trust. Grove was a maintenance unit and had all sorts of aircraft. HMS Hornbill was the name for RNAS Culham, now the centre for the future of atomic energy. Cowley airfield, now Tescos, had a gliding site where the air cadets flew. The Cowley works produced 3,500 DH Tiger Moths during the war. Otmoor used to be a bombing range, which may prove interesting for a developer if they ever do try and build houses across the site. As Air Cadets they went on annual camps, one of which was to Hunsden near Ware in Hertfordshire operating DH Mosquito’s. Dick experienced the fear of the V1 at this camp one night as one flew over and exploded a short distance away.
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Food had to be rationed and Dick had produced some wood models to represent the volume of some of the food available per person per week at the time. Cooking fat, 2oz, 3oz of margarine, 4oz of cheese, 7 old pence worth of meat, 8oz of sugar and 6 rashers of bacon. Bread and vegetables had to be queued up for when they heard it was in the shop. Everyone was encouraged to “Dig for Victory” and to grow their own vegetables, Dick’s father having two 10 pole allotments. They also used to keep chickens and rabbits to eat.
Clothing was rationed to 48 coupons per year; a cardigan was 5, pyjamas 8, nightdress 6, dress 5, trousers 6, overcoat 8, handkerchief 0.5, knickers 2, a shirt 5, socks 1 and a pair of shoes 2. 

Railings around the houses were cut off and taken away as scrap metal to be melted down and used towards the war effort. 

No TV, refrigerators or supermarkets but the radio was avidly listened to for news. As Dick said “trying to make 10 year old children understand that there were no supermarkets but lots of little shops selling one product was difficult”.
Cowley car factory changed from the manufacture of cars to producing items for the war. An interesting book “Calling all Arms” describes much of what they did. Lord Nuffield had an aircraft before the war and his airfield was by the junction of the roads to Stanton-St-John and Beckley, opposite the current crematorium. All the factories under Lord Nuffield changed over to the manufacture of items for the war. Round the back of Pressed Steel (now the BMW MINI works) was an area set aside for the reclamation of material from crashed aircraft from the south of England called MPRD No1 (Metal Products Reclamation Department). Gangs of men and women stripped the usable parts from the wreckage and melted the rest down to be shipped by rail to Cardiff to be used to make more munitions and aircraft. If the aircraft could be repaired using salvageable parts, this was done on site and the aircraft flown from Cowley airfield to the operational squadrons. More than 24 Merlin engines were overhauled per week in the factory. Just beyond the current BMW works was the centre for training the Oxford & Bucks Light Infantry with dozens of Nissen huts in amongst the trees. 
When the Italians joined the War, Dick said “they didn’t want to fight, they just wanted make love; oh, I’m sorry to have said that to all you 10 year olds!” The Italian prisoners were kept in huts on what was then Wood Farm, now a housing estate. They were allowed to wander around at night getting some exercise (??). They were put to work on roads, pipe laying, etc, as long as it wasn’t towards the war effort. What is now the Churchill Hospital was then an American Air Base hospital.

All the sign posts were taken down and the milestones were bricked over. Busses had a gas producing anthracite trailer used to provide fuel but it wouldn’t allow the bus to go up hills. Busses were kept out on the streets to prevent them getting damaged as they might do if kept in the one place of the garage.
Dick also had some old wartime posters, photographs and other items from those wartime days for the members to look at.

I know that everyone was fascinated by the history and experiences put so eloquently by Dick, a man who had lived through those wartime days. I am also sure that his talk to the children would also have fascinated them as well. The branch must thank Dick for a very interesting evening. 

Mentioned in despatches – Brian Lamb
Those members of the LAA will have seen that our esteemed branch member, Brian Lamb has been mentioned in the article “Over the Hedge” in the April edition of Light Aviation. Quite right to for such an amazing life in aviation. The little Jodel is looking very pretty after the overhaul and should be seen at many events during the coming season.
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